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Lady Julia Mandeville. 



To George Mordaunt, Efq; 

k Be'mont-Houfe, July 3, 1762. 

/^3zl£?H Am in&etd, m y dear George, the 
%A 1 k$ moft happy of human beings ; hap- 
r^rzc 2jJft Py> * n l ^ e P a ternal regard of the 
t£*Z%.X beft of parents, the fincere efteem 
of my worthy relations, lord and lady Bel- 

\t * mottt ; and the friendship, the tender friend- 
fhSp of their lovely daughter, the amiable la- 
dy Julia. An encireafe of fortune, which you 

i^^wrcre kind enougfrto wifh me, might perhaps 
, A 2 add 

w* ■ ' , 



( 4 ) 
add fometh'mg to my felicity, but is far from 
being neceflary to constitute it, nor did it ever 
excite in my bofom an anxious wifti. My 
father, though he educated me to become 
the mod fplendid fltuation, yet inftruQed me 
to be fatisfied with my own moderate one ; 
he taught me that independence was all a ge- * 
nerous mind required ; and that virtue, adorn- 
ed by that liberal education his unfparing 
bounty * lavifhed on me, would command 
through life that Jieart- felt efteem from the 
worthy of every rank, which the moll exor- 
bitant wealth alone could never procure its 
poffeflbrs. Other parents hoard up riches 
for their children-; rnine, with a more no- 
ble, more enlightened folicitude, expended 
his in ftoring my mind with generous fenti- 
ments and ufeful knowledge, to which his un- 
bounded goodnefs added every outward accom- 
pliftiment that could give grace to virtue, and 
fet her charms in the faireft light. 

Shall I then murmur becaufe I was not 
born to affluence ? No, believe me, % I would 
not be the fon of any other than this moft ex- 
cellent of men, to inherit all the (tores which 
avarice and ambition figh for : I am prouder 
of a father to whofe difcerning wifdom, and 
generous expanded heart, I am So obliged^ 
than I mould be of one whom I was to fuc^. 
ceed in all the titles and pofleflions in the pow- . 

er i 
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cr of fortune to beftow, From him I receive, 
and .learn properly to value, the moft real of 
all treafures, independence and content. 

What a divine morning ? How lovely is the 
face of nature ! The blue ferene of Italy ,with 
the lively verdure of England. But behold a 
more charming object than nature herfelf ! the 
fweet, the young, the blooming lady Julia', 
who is this inftant ftepping info her poft-chaife 
with lady Anne Wilmot. How unfpeakably 
lovely t (he looks up to the window, (h* 
fmiles ; I under tend that frnile, (he permits 
me to have the honour of following her : I'll 
order my horfes, arid whilft they are getting 
ready, endeavour to defcribe this moft angelic 
of womaA l^ind. 

f - La(dy Julia yth^ who wants only three, 
inoftfhs *>f inioetcSen, i$i exa&Jy what a poet 
or fainter would wi(h to coipy!, who intendied 
to |* rfoftifji 'the idea^of female, foftnefe ? h«r 
wbolg'form is delicate and feminine to the 
utmoftidegree: her complexion is fair, enliven- 
-tf.'by the bloom of :youth, iarid oft^ri diver- 
fiiiedh by rWufhes more, rbeautiful- than tho& of 
the, itoornifig ; her. features j a tut- regular, hep 
jpedtruanAtfeeth particularly lovely ^ her &air*- 
light browt\; her eyes blue, full of foftnefs, 
and ftfongly etr3re(Tive of the exquiiite fc^fibt- 

:.#* Izbvdiioi 4h*jlovei and iWfa&*%V** V 
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mixture of fweetnefs and fpxrit which gives 
life and expreffion to her charms. 

, As her mind has been adorned, not warped, 
by education, it is jull what her appearance 
promifes ; artlefs, gentle, timid, foft, fincere, 
companionate ;. awake to all. the. finer impreft- 
fions of tendernefs, and melting with pity for 
every human woe. 

But my horfes are in the court, and even 
this fubjed cannot detain me a moment long- 
V. Adieu! r 

H.MANbEVILLT. 



To George Mordaunt, Efq; 

YOUR raillery;' my dear Mordatfnt, 
gives me pain ; that I have the tendered 
attachment to Jady Julia is dertain, but it is $ 
aaanachment which has not the lead refem- | 
blance to love. I fliould be the mod ungrate- 
ful of mankind to make (o ill a return to the 
friendihip lord Belmont » honours me with; 
and the mod felfilh to entertain a wilh fo much 
to lady JutiaV difadvantage. My birth, iff 
mud be! confefled, is not unworthy even her; 
fince the fame blood fills our veins, my father 
being defcended from the elded brother of the 
£*ft earl of Belmont* £teat ^wtdfAther; df. tho r 
prefent ; . but it would \U>bcccMatv«rvA^vV^^^ 
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whole expectations are limited to the inheri- 
tance of feven hundred pounds a year (long ve~ 
ry long may it be before the greateft of all mif- 
fortunes makes even that little mine) to afpire 
to the heirefs of twiceas many thou&nds. 

What T feel for this mod charming of wo* 
men is the tendernefs of a celation, mixed 
with that foft and lively efteem -which it isim^ 
poflible to refufe to the fineft underftanding 
and nobleft mind in the world, lodged in a< 
form almoft celeftial. 

Love (for I have tafted its poifoned cup) is 
all tumult, diforder, madnefs ; but my friend- 
fhip for lady Julia, warm and animated as it 
15, is calm, tranquil, gentle; productive of 
a thou fan d innocent pleafures, but a ftranger 
to every kind of inquietude : it does not even 
difturb my reft, a oertain confequence of love, 
even in its earlieft approaches; 

Having thus vindicated myfelf from all fuf- 
picion of a paflion, which in the prefent fitua- 
tion of my fortune I mould- think almoft a 
criminal one, I proceed to obey you in givijog 
you the portraits of my noble friends, though, 
iaffure you, my (ketches will be very imper- 
fce&ones. 

Lord Belmont, who lives eight months of 
the year at his charming feat, with all the 
,;/ - magnificence and hofpltaWty o\ o\tf *^<w\OL"*- 
: ^\'f[Uh nobility, is about f\*vj ^w*o\&\^ 
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perfon is tall, well made, graceful; his air 

- commanding and full of dignity ; he has 
ftrong fenfe, with a competent (hare of learn- 
ing, and a juft and delicate tade for the fine 
arts ; efpecially mufick, which he dudied in 
Italy under the bed maflers that region of 
harmony afford. His politenefs is equally 
the re r ult of a natural defire of obliging, and 
an early and extenfivc acquaintance with the 
great world. 
' A liberality which fcarce his ample pofleffi- 

. ons can bound, a paternal care of all placed 
by providence under his prote&ion, a glowing 
^eal for the liberty, profperity, and honour of 
bis country, the nobleft fpirit of independence, 
with the mod animated attachment and firm- 
ed loyalty to his accomplifhed fovereigo, are 
traits top ftrongly marked to efcapethe moft 
carelefs obferver, but thofc only who are ad- 
mitted to his neareft intimacy are judges of 
his domedic virtues, or fee in full light the 
tender, the polite, attentive hufband, the. 
fond indulgent parent, the warm unwearied 
friend. 

If there is a (hade in this pi&ure, it is a pre- .. 
judice, perhaps rather too ftrong in favour 
of birth, and a fiownefs to expeft very exalted; 
virtues in any man who cannot trace his an- 
cestors as far back, at lead, as the conqued. 
Lady Belmont, who is about fix years 

younger than her lord, vmh *\\ v\\* &w\^v\C 
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W reafon*ftd fteadmefs^f mind getfetalty con- 
-fihed to J *ie ' beft of our ft 'k, has all the win'- 
-'irihg-ft&btis' bei^Wrfg $e moft : ahj^Hle of 
her owd;*gentle, affable,, focial, polite, ftf€ 
-joins the graces of a court to the firhplicity of 
ia cottage; and by an inexprtflible eafe and 
fweetnefs in her addrefs, makes fcll who ap- 
proach hei^harypy t : irftpanial in her politenefs, 
<at her general board hV inviaious diftin&ibns 
"take place^ no 'cold regard damps the heart 
of an inferior: fey a peculiar delicacy of good 
breeding arid 1 engaging attention to every in- 
dividual, (he banifhes referve^ and diffufes a 
fpiritof convivial joy around her : encpuraged 
! 'by her n6ti.ce the timid lofe their diffidence in 
her preferice, and often furprifed exerl tajents 
of pleating they were before themfelves uncon- 
scious of poffeflirig. 

"The beft and mod beloved of wives, of 
mothers, of mTftreffes, her domeftlc charac- 
ter is rtioft lovely ; indeed all her virtues * are 
tendered doubly charming,, by a certain grace, 
a delicate finishing, which is much eafie? to, 
leeTthan to tiefcribe. 

The ceconomy of her houfe, which flie 
*toes not dtfdain herfelf to direct, is magnificenj 
•Without profufibn. and regular without f coo- 
Tftifairrt : Tht drercs of her cares appear, th$ 
caufe b tlrioBferved ; aft wears the frhiling eafy 
air of change, • though conducted mvk \fes> 
£i&ft actairabk 6fder. 



fl 
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, -Her; form is -perfectly elegant ; and her 
countenance, without having eyer.bee^-beauti- 
jul, has a benignity in \\ f mox$ engaging-, than 
beauty itfelf. - , ' . . • f » ; ! 

Lady Anne Witmot, my father, and my- 
felf, make up the prefent party at Belmortf. 
Lady Anne,who without regularity of features 
has that animation whjcjv i$ the jfouj pf b^aijtjr, 
f is the widow of a very ric^i country gentlejtfanj 
'if it be jutt to proftitute the name of gentle- 
inan to beings of His order,, only hecauf^ th^y 
have eftat'es'of which they are unworthy, and 
are defcended from anceftors whom they dis- 
honour ; who when riding poft,thrpugh Eu- 
rope, y happened to fee her 1 w'^h herfather.^t 
TtiHn j and as (he was the f handfomeft Er^- 
gliffi 'woman there, arjd the w^jm pf.Veirig 
married jiifl then feized > him, V(ke<j her gf 
lord — — ;— , who coujd notjefufe his daugh- 
ter to a jbinture of three thoufaod pounds* 
year, J She returned' foon to fcrjgjLanjd^Wjitl? her 
^Ufb'artd, where ^unng foui; years .^e^ en jgve^l 
ttfe h'appinefs 6f jjftettirig fo the^ntcrefling jiijC- 
tOriWbt the'chace,'anderitert^ipjng the; -j~rj» 
Ihire hunt at dinner : , her (lumbers broke by 
the noife of hounds in a morning^ and the r^ 
trtotis mirth of lefs rational anirnals at.pig^ 
FdrVne however at length topk pity orj.bflr 
TufTerings, and the' good 'fquifje overheating 
himfelf at a jfoxchace^ of ;which a fe,ver w#s 
1h'e c^nfecjuehce,' TeTt ' Wr pwg, fcwi \\cVv^ ^ 
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full liberty to return to the cheaiful haunts of 
men, with no very high ideas of matrimonial 
felicity, and an abhorrence of a country life, 
which nothing but her friendfhip for lady Bel- 
mont could have one moment fufpended. 

A great flow of animal fpirits, and a French 
education, have made her a coquet, though in- 
tended by nature (or a much fuperior charac- 
ter. She is elegant in her drefs, equipage, 
and manner of living, and rather profufe in 
her expences. I had firft the honour of know- 
ing her laft winter at Paris, from whence me 
has been returned about (}x weeks, three of 
which fhe has pa fled at Belmont. 

Nothing, can be more eafy or agreeable than 
the manner of living here ; it is perfectly do- 
meftic, yet fo diverfified with amufements as 
to exclude that fatiety from which the bed 
and pureft of fablunary enjoyments are not 
fecure, if continued in too uniform a courfe • 
we read, we walk, we ride, we converfe ; 
we play, we dance, we fing ; join the com- 
pany, or indulge in penfive folitude and me- 
ditation, juff as fancy leads ; liberty, reftrain- 
ed alone by virtue and politencfs, is the law, 
and inclination of the fovereign guide^ at this 
manfion of true hofpitaljty. Free from all the. 
fcackles of idle ceremony, the whole bufinefs . 
of Lord Belmont's guefts, and the hi^heft .Gl- , 
tisfa&ion they can gvvfc tYisu tvQ\^V<^ v ^^ 
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be happy, and to eonfult their own tafte en* 
tirely hv the manner of being fo. 

Reading, mufick, riding, and converfation, 
are Lord Belmont's favourite pleafures, but 
none that are innocent are excluded ; baits, 
plays, concerts, cai.ds, bowls, billiards, and 
parties of pleafure round the neighbouring 
country, relieve each other ; and whilft their 
variety prevents any of them from fatiating, 
all confpire to give a double poignancy to the 
fweeter joys of domeftic life, the calm and 
tender hours which this charming family de- 
vote to the endearing 1 converfation of each 
other, and of thofe friends particularly honour- 
ed with their efteem. 

The houfe, which is the work of Inigo 
Jones, is magnificent to the utmoft degree j 
it (lands on the fummit of a {lowly rifing hill, 
facing the South ; and beyond a fpacious 
court, has in front an avenue of the tailed 
irees, which lets in the profpeS of a fruitful 
valley, bounded at a diftance by a mountain, 
down the^ides of which rufhes a foaming caf- 
cade, which fpreads into a thoufand meandring 
flreams in the vale below. 

The gardens and park, which are behind 
ihe houfe, are romantick beyond the wanton- 
nefs of imagination ; and the whole adjoin* 
ing country diverfified with hills, valleys, 
woods, rivers, plains, and every charm of 
lovely unadorned nature* 
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Here lord Belmont enjoys the mod unmix* 
ed and lively of all human pleafures, that of 
making others happy. His eftate conveys 
the ftrongeft idea of the patriarchal govern- 
ment ; he feems a beneficent father, fur* 
rounded by his children, over whom reve- 
rence, gratitude, and love, give him an abfo- 
lute authority, which he never exerts but fot 
their good : every eye ftiines with tranfport *>t 
his fight • parents point him out to their 
children ; the firft accents of pratling infancy 
are taught to lifp his honoured name; and 
age, Supported by his bounteous hand, pours 
out the fervent prayer to heaven for its bene?* 
factor. • - . - . > 

To a life like this, and to an ardent love o£ 
independence, lord Belmont facrifices all the 
anxious and corroding cares of avarice and 
ambition ; and finds his account in health, 
freedom, chearfulnefs, and " that fweet peace 
which goodnefs bofoms ever." Adieu ! I an* 
going with Lord Belmont and my father 
to A Son- Grange, and (halt not return till 
Thurfday. 



To George Mordaunt, Efq, 

TTTE returned yeftcrday about fix in the, 

V V evening, and the moment we alight-! 

td,my \qt$ leadings mxo \Yts ^tevs *vs*r\ 
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expecled fcene opened to my view, which re- 
called the idea of the fabulous pleafures of the 
golden age, and could not but be infinitely 
pleafing to every mind uncorrupted by the 
falfe glare of tinfel pomp, and awake to the 
genuine charms of fimplicity and nature. 

On a fpacious lawn bounded on every fide 
by a profufionof the moft odoriferous flower- 
ing fhrubs, a joyous band of villagers were af- 
fcmbled : the young men dreft in green, 
youth, heajjh and pleafufe in their air, led 
up the artlefs charmers in ftraw hats, adorn- 
ed with the fpoilsof Flora, to the ruftic found 
©f the tabor and pipe; round the lawn, at 
equal intervals, were raifed temporary arbors 
of branches of trees, in which refrefhments 
Were prepared for the dancers ; and between 
the aibors, feats of mofs for tfoeir parents, 
flwded from the fun by green awnings on- 
poles, round which were twined wreaths of 
flowers, breathing the fweets of the fpring; 
The furprizfe, the gaity« of the fcene, the 
flower of general joy, the fight of fo many 
•happy people, the countenance of the enrap- 
tured parents, who feemed to live over again 
the fprightly feafon of youth in their children, 
with the bthevolent pleafure in the looks of 
the ndbleft beftowers of the feaft, filled my 
dyes with tears, and my fwelling heart with a 
fenfation of pure yet lively tranfport, to which 
the joys of courtly balls are mean* v -> 

The 
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The ladies, who were fitting in conven- 
tion with fome of the oldeft of the vfltagers, 
rofe at our approach, and my Lord giving 
Lady A nine Wtl mot's 1 hand to my father, and 
honouring me with Lady Julia's, we mixed 
in the ruftic ball. The lovelieft of wome* 
had an elegant fimplicity in her air and habit, 
which became the fcene, and gave her a thou- 
fand new charms : fhe was dreffed in a ftraw* 
coloured luftring night gown, the lighted 
gauze linen, a hat with purple ribbons, and 
a fprig of glowing purple amaramhus in her 
bofom : I know not how to covey an idea of 
the particular ftyle of beauty in which (he 
then appeared— Youth,* health, fprighf- 
linefs and innocence, allftruck the imagina- 
tion at:pnce — : — paintlo yourfelf the^exqui- 
fite proportion, the playful air anil eafy move- 
ment of a Venus,.with the vivid bloom of ;$& 
Pebe<— However high you raifed 1 your 
ideas, they; will! fall infinitely {hoit of the di- 
vine original,! : : . - v ; : 
; The approach of nigfitipiitting an end ti> 
jthe rural affembly, the- villagers retired to the 
hall i{ where they continued "dancing, and our 
happy ipaijty. paffed the reft of the evening in 
.that fwept and lively conversation wttich is nef- 
yer to be found but aroongft ihofe of the fifft 
fenfe ar|d poli^nefs^t united vby that perWS 
confidence, w^ich; makes the moft mfl[hg fubr- 
je#s insetting \ nowt cA ^ ^to^\ AVk^*- 
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Tating, or imagined it midnight, when my 
father' opening a window, the rifing flm broke 
-inuppnjaa land convinced w on iwliat fwift 
and downy, pmioos the h6urs bf happihefe flit 
•way;- .. * ' i! ■'•■•'' *' % - ■'•-'' - 

TO pLORGE MOKDAUNT, Efq; , 

••«'■' ! •/■' ■* fielmont. 

NO,, my friend., I hate not always been 
this hero : too fenfibte to the power of 
beauty,; 1/ have fek the toeeneft pangs df unftic- 
cefsful loye ; but I deferred -to firffef > Ay paf- 
Jion was in the high eft degree criminal, and 
I blulb, though at this diftance of time, t6 
Jay open my heart even to the indulgent eyes 
oi partial friendship. 

When your father's death catted you back 
to Englandy you may rerriember I continued 
my journey to Rome : where a letter from my 
father introduced me into the Family 6f count 
Melefpini, a nobleman of great wealth and 
uncommon accompliih merits ; as my father, 
who has always been of opinion that nothing 
purifies the heart, refines the tafte, or poliflbes 
the manners, like the conversation of an amia- 
ble, well educated/ virtuous woman, had par* 
Ocularly '- <efttFe*fced for ^liie tte ; honour of the^ 
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countefs's friendfhip, whom he had known 
almoft a child, and to whom he had taught 
the Englifh language ; I was admitted to the 
diftin&ion of partaking in ail her araufements, 
and attending her every where in the quality 
of Cecifbeo. To the arts of the libertine* 
however fair, my heart had always been fteel- 
ed; but the countefs joined the moft pierc- 
ing wit, the mod winning politenefs, the 
mofl engaging fenfib lity, the moft exquifite 
delicacy to a form perfe&ly lovely. You 
will not therefore wonder that the warmth and 
inexperience of youth, hourly expofed in fo 
dangerous a fituation, was unable to refill fuch 
variety of attractions. Charmed with the flat- 
tering preference (he feemed to give me, my 
vanity fed by the notice of fo accomplifhed a 
creature, forgetting thofe fentiments of ho- 
nour which ought never tobeon* moment 
fufyended; I became paflionateiy in love with 
this charming woman: for feme mofithil 
ftruggled with my love, till on her observing 
that my health feemed impaired, and I had 
loft my ufual vivacity, I took courage to cqo* 
fcfs the caufe, though in terms which fuffici- 
ently fpoke my defpair of touching ••'* ^heari 
which I feared was too fenfible to virtue formy 
happinefs : I implored her pity and protefted_ 
I had no hope of inspiring a tender fentimentj 
Whilft I was fpeakmg, whicVv v*?l«> v& V«^JiK^. 
interrupted fentences,th* co\Mrt^ W&sk *\ 
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me with the ftrongeft forrow and compaflion 
painted in her eyes; (he w,as for fome moments 
filent and Teemed loft in thought ; but at laft, 
with an air of dignified fweetneft, " My dear 
Ejirico," faid (he, " fhall I own to you that I 
haye for! fome time feared this conftflion ? I 
ought perhaps torefent this declaration, which 
from another I could never have forgiven : but 
as 1 know and efteem the goodnefs of your 
heart, as I refped your father infinitely, and 
love you with the innocent tendernefs of a 
lifter, I will only entreat you to refleS how in- 
jurious thispaflion is to the count, whd has 
the. tsridereft efteem for you,, and would facri- 
fice almofthis life for your happinefs : be af- 
fured of my eternal friendftiip,.unlefs you for- 
feit it by perfifting in a purfuit equally deftruc- 
tive to yaur own probity, and my honotif ; re-» 
ceive tb<e tenderfeft aflur ance of it," continued 
(he giving me her hand to kifs, " but be«< 
|ieve at the fame time : that the count defer ves 
* and poffeffes all my love, I had aim oft faid, 
my adoration. The fondeft affe&ion united 
us, and time, inftead of leffening, every hour 
increafeg our mutual pafiion. Referve your , 
hearf, my good Entico, for^fome amiable la- , 
dy of your own nation, and believe that love ;i 
has no true pleafures but when it keeps within ; 
the bounds of honour. 
It is impoflible, my dear Mordaunt, to ex- i 
prefs to you the (bame x\v^ 4\fco\iri^\V^ tws^ 
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with: her getle, her afFe&ionafe reproofs, 
the generous concern me (hiwed for my error, 
the mild dignity of her afpeft, plunged me 
into inexpreflible confufion, and fhew'd my 
fault in its blacked colours, at the fame time 
-that her behaviour, by inereafmg my efteem, 
added to the excefs of my paflion. I attempt- 
ed to anfwer her, but it was impoflible, awed 4 , 
abafhed, humbled before her, Ihad not cou- 
rage even to meet her eyes: like the fallen 
angel in Milton, I felt 
'— — " How awful goodnefs is, and faw 
" Virtue in her own ftiapc how lovely." 

The countefs 1 faw, and pitied my confu- 
fion, and generoufly relieved me from it by 
changing the fubjefit : fhe talked of my fa- 
ther, of his merit, his tendernefs for me, and 
expectations of my coridu&$ ! which fhe was 
furel fhould never disappoint;, without hinting 
at what had pafled, fhe with the moftexqu}- 
fite^clicacy gave me to uhderfiand it would be 
belt I fhould leave Rome, by faying fhe knew 
how ardently my father wifhed for my return, 
• andthat it would be the height, of cruelty 
longer to deprive him of the pleafure of feeing 
a fon fo Worthy' of his affe&ion : *' The 
count and myfelf," purfued fhe, " cannot 
lofe you without inexpreflible regret, but you 
will alleviate it ly letting us hear often of your 
welfare ; when you are untteAvo sA*^^^*^ 
hi yo\f, my dear Ennco, v*s mvj ^x\vk^ 



make you a vifit in England : in the rfiean 
time be affured you have not two friends who 
love you with a fincerer affeftion." 

At this moment the count entered, who 
feeing my eyes filled with tears of love, def- 
pair and admiration, with the tendereft anxt- 
iety enquired the caufe. " 1 (hall telt you 
news which will affli& you, my lord," faid 
the countefs. " Signer Enrico comes to bid 
us farewell ; he is commanded by his father 
to return to England ; to-morrow is the laft 
day of his ftay in Rome : he promifes to write 
to us, and to prevent an eternal remembrance 
of our friendfhip, for which he is obliged only 
to his own merit: his tender heart, full of 
the mod laudable, the moft engaging fenilbi- 
jity, -melts at the idea of a feparaiion which 
will hot 'be lefs panful to us * 

'The count, after expreifing the moft oblig* 
lng concern at the thought of lofing me, and 
the warmeft gratitude for tiiefe fupppfed marks 
of my friendftiip, infilled on my fpending the 
reft of the day with ttem : I <?onfented, but 
begged firft tp return to my lodgings on, pre- 
tence of giving fom^ neceffary orders, b,ut in 
reality to give vent to my (Full heart, torn with 
£' thouf^nd contrary emotions, arqoagft which 
I am (hocked to own, hatred to the generous 
Count was nbt the wea'keft. I threw myfelf 
on the ground in an agptvy of ta^vc •, I ^«^t 

'■•■■: v \<-\va 
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I called heaven to witnefs the purity of my 
love, I accufed* the countefs of cruelty in 
thus forcing me from Rome ; I rofe up, 1 be- 
gan a letter to her, in which F vowed an eter- 
nal (Hence and refpeft, but begged fhe would 
allow me (till the innocent plealure of behold- 
ing her ; I fwore I could not live without fee- 
ing her ; and that the day of my leaving 
Rome would be that of riiy death.— But 
why do I thua tear open wounds which are but 
jjjft healed ? let it fuffice that a moment's re- 
flection convinced me of my madnefs, and 
(howed the charming countefs in the light of a 
guardian angel fnatching me from the edge of 
a precipice. My reaibn in fome degree return- 
ing I dreft myfelf with the mod ftudious care, 
and returned to the Mekfpini palace, where I 
found the Abbe Camilli, a near relation of the 
family, whofe prefence faved me the con fu Con 
of being the third with my injured friends, and 
whofe lively conversation foon diffipated the 
air of conftramt; J felt on entering the room,. 
and even difpelled part of my melancholy. 

The count, whofe own probity and virtue, 
fet him far above fufpeQipg mine, prefled me/ 
with all the earneftnefs of friendihip I fo little* 
merited, to defer rrfy journey a week : on 
which I raifed my doW'flcaft eyes to Madam 
Melefpmi; for fuch influence had this lovely 
woman over my heart, I did box. d^w. ^ ^W- < 
fent till certain of her pettttri&aa s «k \«.%k- 
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lug approbation in a fmile of condefcending 
fweetnefs, 1 confented with a tranfport which 
only thofe who have loved like me can con- 
ceive : my chearfulnefs returning, and feme 
of the moft amiable people in Rome coming 
in, we paft the evening in the utmoft gaiety. 
At taking leave I was engaged to the fame 
company indifferent parties of amufement for 
the whole time I had to ftay, and had the 

' joy of being every day with the countefs, 
though I never found an opportunity of fpeak- 
ing to her without witnefles, till the evening 
before I left Rome, when going to her houfe 
an hour fooner than I jvas expefted, I found 
her alone in her clofet : when I approached 
her, my voice faltered, I trembled, I wanted 
power to addrefs her ; and this moment, 
fought with fuch care, wifhed with fuch ar- 
dor, was the moft painful of my life. Shame 
alone prevented my retiring ; my eyes wer« 
involuntarily turned towards the door at which 
I entered, in a vain hope of that interruption 
I had before dreaded as the greateft misfor- 
tune ; and even the prefence of my happy en- 
vied rival would at that moment have been 
moft welcome. 

The Counfefe feemed little lefs difconcert- 
ed than myfelf ;/ however, recovering herfelf 
fooner, %t Signor Enrico/' faid ftie, " your 
difcretion charms me •, it \a abCoUitely tiecef- 

fary you fhould leave Rome,-, a Yv*% &\s.^ 
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xod me an artifice unworthy of mycharafifcer 
to conceal from the Count a lecret which 
would have wounded his nice honour, and 
deflrojed his friendship for you. After this 
atlored hufband be affured that you (land firft 
of all your fex in my efteem : the fenfibility 
of your heart, though at prefent fo unhappily 
mifplaced, encreafes my good opinion of you : 
may you, my dear Enrico, meet with an En r 
glifli lady worthy of your tendernefs, and be 
as happy in marriage as the friends you leave 
behind. " Accept," purfued (he, rifing and 
going to a cabinet, fc< thefe miniatures of the 
Count and myfelf, which I give you by his 
command ; and when you look on them be- 
lieve they reprefent two faithful friends,whofe 
efteem for you neither time no abfence can 
leffen." 

I took the pictures eagerly, and kiffed that 
of the countefs with a pafllon I could not re- 
ftrain, of which however (he took not the leaft 
notice. I thanked her with a confufed air, 
for fo invaluable a prefent ; and intreated her 
to pity a friendfhip too tender for my peace, 
but as refpe&ful and as pure as (he herfehf 
could wifh it. 

The abbe Camilli here joined us, and once 
• more faved me a fcence too interefting for the 
prefent fituation of my heart : the Count en- 
tered the room foon after, and our coiwecfatl- 
on turned on the other c'tue* cA XxA^NftvvS*. 
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1 intended vifiiing ; to moft of which he gave 
me letters of recommendation to the nobleft fa- 
milies, wrote in terms fo polite and affe&io- 
nate, as dabbed me to the heart with a fenfe of 
my own ingratitude : he did me the honour to 
accept my pifture, which I had not the cou- 
rage to offer the Countefs. After protrafting 
till morning a parting fo exquifitely painful, I 
tore myfelf from all I loved, and bathing with 
tears her hand which I preffed eagerly to my 
lips, threw myfelf into my chaife, and, with- 
out going to bed, took the road to Naples. 
But how difficult was this conqueft : How often 
was I tempted to return to Rome, and throw 
myfelf at the Countefs's feet, without confi- 
dering the confequences of fo wild an a&ion. 
'You, my deareft Merdaunt, whofe difcerning 
fpirit knows all the windings*, the ftrange in- 
confiflenctes of the human heart, will pity ra- 
ther than blame your friend, when he owns 
there were moments in which he formed the in- 
famous refolutibn of carrying her off by force. 

But when the mift of paffion a little difperf- 
ed, I began to entertain more worthy fenti- 
ments ; 1 determined to drive this lovely wo r 
man from my heart, and conquer an inclina- 
tion which the Count's generous unfufpe&ing 
Iriendfliip would have made criminal, even ip 
the eyes of the moft abandoned libertine ; ra^ 
-iher owing this refo\ut\ot\ Wwfevw \o *xv?kfo 
lute defpair of fuccefs, Oaatv ev^w \a w&i 
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or a fenfe of honour, my cure was a work of 
time. I was fo weak during fome months as 
to confine my vifits to the families where the 
Count's letters introduced me, that I might 
indulge my paflion, by hearing the lovely 
Countefs continually mentioned. 

Convinced at length of the folly of thus 
feeding fo hopelefs a flame, I refolved to avoid 
every place where I had a chance of hearing ^ 
that adored name : I left Italy for France, 
where I hoped a life of diffipation would drive 
her for ever from my remembrance. I even 
profaned my paflion for her by meeting the 
advances of a Coquette, but difguft fucceeded 
my conqueft, and I found it was from time 
alone I muft hope a cure : I had been near a 
year at Paris, when in April laft, I received a 
letter from my father, who prefled my return, 
and appointed me to meet him immediately 
at the Hague, from whence we returned to- 
gether % and after a few days.ftay in London, 
came down to Belmont, where the charms of 
Lady Julia's conversation, and the efteem (he 
honoured me with, entirely compleated my 
cure, which time, abfence, and the Count's 
tender and affe&ionate letters, had very far 
advanced. There is a fweetnefs in her friend- 
ihip, my dear Mordaunt, to which love tt- 
felf muft yield the palm ; the delicacy, yet vi- 
vacity of her fentiments, t\\e fofofeYv^KxVsj <& 
her heart, which without few \vto^o .w»* 
/ Vol. i: ; B A 
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^>f eternal amity and efteem— — O Mordaunt, 
I muft not, I do not hope for, I do not in- 
deed wifti for, her love; but can it be pof- 
fible there is a man on earth to whom heaven 
deftines fuch a bleffing 1 



To Col. Bellville. 

TuefJay, Belmont. 

OH] you have no notion what a re- 
formation : Who but Lady Anne Wil- 
mot at chapel every Sunday ? grave, devout, 
attentive ; fcarce dealing a look at the prettied 
fellow in the world, who fits clofe by me 1 
Yes, you are undone, Bellville ; Harry Man- 
deville, the young, the gay, the lovely Harry 
Mandeville, in the full bloom of conquering 
three and twenty, with all the fire and fprighl- 
l?rfefs of youth, the exquifite fymmetry and eafy 
grace of an Antinous ; a countenance open, 
manly, animated ; his hair the brighteft chef- 
nut ; his complexion brown, flumed with the 
rofe of health ; his eyes dark, penetrating, y 
and full of fire, but when he addrefles our | 
fex foftened into a fweetnefs which is almofl: 
irnsfiftible ; his nofe inclining to the aquiline ; j 
His lips full and red, and his teeth of the moft ; *| 
pear)y whitenefs. i 

There, read and d\e vuiYv w*>j •; . '; 
V You withenvyjIvnxVtaN*. \ 

'4 
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Fond of me too, but afraid to declare his 
paffion ; refpe&ful — awed by the comand- 
ing dignity of my manner— poor dear crea- 
ture, I think J muft unbend a little, hide 
half the rays of my divinity to encourage fo 
timid a worlhipper. 

Some flattering tawdry coxcomb, I fup- 
pofe ; fome fool with a tolerable outfide. 

No, you never was more miftaken, Bell- 
ville ! his charms I aflure you are not all ex- 
ternal. His underftanding is of the moft ex- 
alted kind, and has been improved by a very 
extraordinary education, in projecting which 
his father has employed much time and 
thought, and half ruined himfelfby carrying 
it into execution. Above all the Colonel has 
cultivated in his fon an ardent love of inde- 
pendence, not quite fo well futted to his for- 
tune ; and a generous, perhaps a romantic, 
contempt of riches, which moft parents if they 
had found would have eradicated with the ut- 
moftcare. His heart is warm, noble, liberal, 
benevolent : fincere, and violent in his friend- 
(hips, he is not lefs fo, though extremely pla- 
cable, in his enmities ; fcorning difguife, and 
laying his faults as well as his virtues open to 
every eye: rafli, romantic, imprudent; 
haughty to the affuming fons of wealth, but 
to thofe below him, 

**A$ Tkphyr blowing undertook xY^NNsJkx^ 

B a ^^ 
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But whither am I running ? and where 
was I when this divine creature feduced me 
from my right path ? O, I remember, at cha- 
pel ; it muft be acknowledged my digreflions 
are a little pindaric. True, as I was faying, 
1 go conftantly to chapel. 'Tis .ftrange, but 
this Lady Belmont has the mod unaccount- 
able way in the world of making it one's 
choice to do whatever (he has an inclination 
one fhould, without feeming to defire it. 
One fees fo clearly that all (he does is 
right, religion fits fo eafy upon her, her 
ftile of goodnefs is fo becoming, and grace- 
ful, that it feems want of tafte and elegance 
not to endeavour to refemble her. Then 
my lord too loves to worfhip in the beauty 
of holinefs : he makes the fine arts fubfervient 
to the nobleft purpofe, and fpends as much 
on ferving his creator as fome people of his 
rank do on a kennel of hounds. We have 
every external incitement to devotion ; ex- 
quifite paintings, an admirable organ, fine 
voices, and the moft anjmated reader of pray- 
ers in the univerfe^ - - \ 

Col. , Mandeville, whom I fhould be er- j 
tremely in love with if his fon was not five j 
and twenty years younger, leavesus to-morrow J 
morning, to join his regiment the— — fhire I 
militia : he ffrved in the Jate war with ho* : i 
now, but meeting with fome ill ufage from aj 

\ 
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minifter on account of a vote in parliament, 
he refigned his commiffion, and gave up his 
whole time to the education of my Jovefy 
Harry, whofe tendernefs ,'and merit are a full 
r«war3 for all his generous attention. 

Adieu. 



To Col. Bellvjlle. 

Belmont, f hut /day. 

IL divino Enrico is a little in the Penferofo. 
Poor Harry ! I am charmed with his fen- 
fibility, he has fcarce been himfelf fince he 
parted with his father yefterday. He apolo- 
gizes for his chagrin, but fays no man on 
earth has fuch obligations to a parent. En- 
tre nous, I fancy I know fome few fons who 
would be of a different way of thinking : the 
Col. has literally governed his conduct by the 
old adage that, " Learning is better than 
houfe or land ;" for as his fon's learning ad- ' 
vanced, his houfes and lands melted away, 
or at lead would have done, had it not been 
for his mother's fortune, every (hilling of 
which, with half the profits of his eftate, he 
expended on Harry's education ; who cer- 
tainly wants only ten thoufand pounds a year 
to be the moft charming young fellow in the 
univerfe. Well, he muft, tf*tv to&& ^ 
mod of his perfections, *tv4 fcw&w«<3vyt \» 
marry a fortune, on wYv\cVi %gb\*&A\w** ** 
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kind. of a glimfe of a defign, and fancy my 
friend Harry has not quite fo great a contempt 
of money as I imagined. 

You muft know then, (a pretty phrafe 
that, but to proceed) you mud know, that 
we accompanied Col. Mandevilie fifteen miles, 
and after dining together at an inn, he took 
the road to his regiment, and we were re- 
turning penfive and filent to Belmont, when 
my lord, to remove the tender melancholy 
we had all caught from Harry, propofed a 
vifit at Mr. Weftbrooke's, a plump, rich, ci- 
vil cit, whofe houfe we muft of neceflity pafs. 
As my lord defpifes wealth, ajjd^r. Weft- 
brooke's genealogy in the third generation 
lofes itfelf in a livery liable, he has always 
avoided an intimacy, which the other has 
as ftudioufly, fought ; but as it is not in his 
nature to treat any body with ill-breeding, 
he has TufFered their vifits, though he has 
been Dow in returning them ; and has fome- 
times invited the daughter to a ball. 

The lady wife, who is a woman of great 
erudition, and is at prefent entirely loft to the 
world, all her faculties being on the wreck com* 
pofing a treatife againft the immortality of the 
foul, fent down an apology ; and we were en-* 
tertained by Madamoifelle la Fille, who if 
Jiitle, lean, brown, with fmall pert blac£ 
eyes, quickeped by a \ar&e o^fcxvttvj o\ ^wiv 

' . . ,„l\ ;■■■■- ^ 
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liable bad rouge : (he talks inceflTantly, has a 
great deal of city vivacity, and a prodigious 
pa {lion for people of a certain .rank, a phrafe 
of which fhe is peculiarly fond. Her mother 
being above the little vulgar cares of a family, 
or fp unimportant a talk as the education of 
an only child, (he was early entrufted to a 
French chamber maid, who having left her 
own country on account of a Faut Pas which 
had vifible confequences, was appointed to 
inftil the principles of virtue and polltenefs 
into the flexible mind of this illuftrious heirefs 
of the houfe of Weftbrooke, under the title of 
Govemefs. My information of this morning, 
further fays, that by the cares of this acconv 
plifhed perfon, (he acquired a competent, 
though incorreS/knowledge of the French 
language; with cunning, diflimulation, af- 
Turance, and a lade for gallantry ; to which if 
you add a fervile paffion for quality, and an 
oppreffive infolence to all, however worthy, 
who want that wealth which (he owes to her 
father's (kill in change alley, you will , have an • 
idea of the bride I intend for v Harry Ma.nde- 
ville. Methinksl hear yoq exclaim* Hea- 
vens ! what a cqnjunQrion 1 "Ijsi mighty 
well, but people muft live/f and there are 
eighty thoufand pounds attached to this ani- 
mal ; and if the girl likes him, I don't fee 
what he can do better, wiih b'uvVv *\A * Vofefc- 
pi profafe cxpence, wVilcYy V\t \u* £o ^ vV ^ L ^ 
11 B 4 W^*^ 
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fupport. She fung, (for the creature fings) 
a tender Italian air, which fhe addrefled to 
Harry in a manner and with a look, that con- 
vinces me her ftile is l'amorofe, and that Har- 
ry is the prefent object. After the fong I 
furprifed him talking low to her, and prefling 
her hard, whilft we were all admiring an In- 
dia cabinet, and on feeing he was obferved, 
he left her with an air of confcious guilt, 
which convinces me he intends to follow the 
purfuit, and is at the fame time afharhed of 
bis purpofe : poor fellow, I pity him; but 
marriage is his only card. I'll put the matter 
forward^ and make my lord invite her tp the 
next ball. Don't you think I am a generous 
creature, to facrifice the man I love to his 
own good ? When fliall I fee one of your fel- 
fifh fex fo difinterelted ? no, you men have 
abfolutely no idea of fentiment. 



To George Mordaunt, Efq; 

IT is the d&ftom here for every body to 
fpend jheir mornings as they pleafe, which 
does not however hinder our fometimes mak- 
ing parties all together, when our inclinations 
happen all to take the fame turn. My lord this 
morning propofed an airing to the ladies, and 
that we fhould, inftead of mvKYvVfc^ \c> <Lv\- 
ner, (lop at the fit ft neat fottv Yawfe n<V«^ 
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we could hope for decent accommodations. 
Love of variety made the propofal agreeable 
to us all;, and a fervant being ordered before 
to make fome little, provifion, we flopped, af- 
jter the pleafanteft airing.imaginable, at the en- 
trance of a wood, where leaving our equipages 
to be fent to the neighbouring village, we 
walked up a winding path io a>ruftic building, 
embofomed m the grove, the:»archltefiure of 
which iwas in. the moft elegant ftile of fiimpli- 
fcity! the trees aroutid^this lovely retreat were 
^cover'd with woodbines and jeffamines, from 
which a gale of perfume met our approach : 
the gentleft breath of Zephyr juft moved the 
leaves, i the birds fang 5 irr' the w 'b?anches, a 
fpring bf the deareft water oro&'e from the ri- 
ling ground 6n the left, 1 and imutrnuring along 
a tranfp'arent pebbly bottom 1 , 1 feemVd to lofe it- 
felf in a thicket of rofes : iio rude found dif- 
turbed the fweet harmony of nature ; all 
breathed the ttixft of innocence and tranquilli- 
ty^ but a tranquillity raifed above itfelf. My 
heart danced with pleafure, and the lovely La- 
dy Julia happening to be next me~ I kiffed her 
hand with an involuntary fervor, which called 
up into her cheeks a blufh ' celeftial rofy red.' 
"When we entered the houfe, w,e were ftruck 
with the propriety, the beauty, the firaplicity 
of all around us ; the apartments were few f 
frut airy and commodious \ \\& totv\v^«. x^i\%\ % 
'but new and in the moft tawt&& *&&.* \ x*v 
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ornaments but vafes of flowers, tt<* attendants 
i>iit country ) girls, blooming as ; the morn^ 
and dreffed witfr a neatnefs inefrprefilblei * 

After an elegant cold dinner] afld a defert of 
<reamand the beft fruits in feafoti, we walked 
into the wood with which the houfe was fur- 
rounded, the romantic variety of which it is 
impofTible toj defcribe;; all was nature, but 
ftature in her moft pleating form. We wan* 
4ered over th£ fw/eetfy varied fcene, refttng at 
inte/vals in arbours of jhter^ntngkd rofes- and 
jeflamines, till we reached a beautiful 'moffy 
grotto, wildly lovely^ , whofe entrance was al- 
jnoft hid by the vines wbiqb. f anted over its 
4op. Here we^foui^d tf a a nd\ goffee prepared 
as if by invifible frauds j, bady l( Anns exclaim* 
_ed thaj all . was inchantj^nent,' and j Lord Bel* 
mont's eyes (jparkled with { \h$\. lively joy, 
which a benevolent mind feels in communi- 
cating happinefs toothers. . . t<j f| j 

Lady' Julia alone feemejd n ; Q } t to tafte the 
jpleafures of the dfay ; Hq charmingjeyes^had.a 
melancholy fangupr J.pever faw jp ; them jbe r 
fore ; fhe " was referved^ ' fit ent, .abfenf, and 
would not have efcaped Lady Anik'a raillery, 
had not the latter been too much taken up with 
the lovely fcene to attend any thing but joy, > 

As frieridihip has a thoufand ..groundleljf 
fears, 1 tremble left I fliould have been fa -up- 
i?a/!/)/as fo olfciiilier': (remember rfie feem- 
td difplea fed with fay Wiff\n)j'ta\ YwcA> *\A 
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fearce fpoke to me the whole day : I will beg 
i of Lady Antie to afk the caufe, for I canndt 
'fdpport tlie apprefeenfion of having offended 
-her. 

It was with difficulty Lord Belmont forced 

- us at nVght from this enchanting retirement, 
which he calk his hermitage, and which is the 

'•fceneof his mbft pleafing hours. To Lady 
AfK»e and hie it had a charm it did not want, 
the powerful charm of novelty: it is about four 

r mnifes frdrn Belmont hdufe, not far diftant from 

- the extremities of the park. To this place ' I 

- am told Lord Belmont often retires with his 
'amiable family, and thofe particularly happy 
\ in his efteem, to avoid the hurry of company, 

and gfrve himfelf up entirely to th uninterrupt- 
ed fweets or dometlic enjoyment. Sure no 
man but Lord Belmont knows how to live (Ju^ 

^•'•v ^ . «... 

To Col. Bellville. /'"""' 

LORD, thefe prudes— no, don't let me 
injure her— — thefe people of high fenti- 
ment, are fo tremblingly alive all o'er— thtre 

* is poor Harry in terrible difgrace with Lady 
Julia for only kifllng her hand : and amidft fo 

' bewitching a fcene too, that I am really fu/- 
< prized at this moderation; all breathed the fafilr 
' of ^leafure: — rofy bowers and mofly pillows, 

* tod\ ng J ddves and whifpevm^ T^^y^rr"^* 
think my Lord has a fttan^e. cta&tec\£fc "ycv\\\v« 
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daughter's infenfibility to trod her in thefe fc* 
ducing groves, and with fo divine a fellow in 
company— But as I was faying, flie takes the 
affair quite ferioufly, and makes it an offence 
of the blacked dye— Well, I thank my ftars 
I am not one of thefe fenfitive plants ; he 
might have kiffed my hand twenty times, 
without being more alarmed than if a fly 
had fettled there ; gay a thoufand to one whe- 
ther 1 had ever been confcious of it at all. 

1 have laughed her out of her refentment, 
for it is really abfurd ; the poor fellow was ab- 
folutely miferable about it, and begged my i«- 
terceffion, as if it had been a matter of the 
higbeft importance. When I faw her begin 
[ to bp afjiamed of the thing, Really, my dear, 
fays I, I am glad you a re, convinced how ridi- 
culous your anger was, for ill-natured people 
might have put ftrange conff ructions.— I know 
but one way of accounting rationally — If I was 
Harry I mould be extremely flattered— one 
woultf almoft fuppofe.— This anfwered, — I 
"carried my point, and transferred the pretty 
thing's anger to me ; it blulhed with indigna- 
tion, drew up, and if mamma had not happen- 
ed to enter the room at that inftant, an agree- 
able fcene of altercation would probably have 
enfued: (he took that opportunity of retiring 
• to her apartment, and we faw no more of her 
till dinner, when fhe was gracious to Hary, 
and me.qdingly ftalety to rofc* \ A : 
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O mon Dieu ! I had almoft forgot : we arc 
to have a little concert this evening : and fee 
my dear Lord appears to fummon me. AdioJ 
Carol 

To Henry Mandeville, Efq; 

YE S, my dear fon, you do me juftice ; I 
am never fo happy as when I know you 
are fo. I perfe&ly agree with you as to the 
charms of Lord Belmont's hermitage, and ad- 
mire that genuine tafte for elegant nature 
which gives fuch a fpirited variety to the life 
of the wifeft and moft amiable of men. 

But does it not, my dear Harry, give you at 
the fame time a very contemptible idea of the 
power of greatnefs to make its poffeflbrs hap- 
py, to fee it thus flying as it were from itfeff, 
and feeking pleafurenot in the fruition, but in 
the temporary fufpenfion, of thofe fuppofed 
advantages it has above other conditions of 
life? Believe me it is not in the coftly dome, 
but in the rural cot, that the impartial Lord 
of all has fixed the chearful feat of happinefs. 
Health, peace, content, and foft domeftic 
tendernefs, the only real fweets of life, driven 
from the gilded palace, fmile on the humble 
roof of virtuous induflry. 

The poor complain not of the tedioufnefs of 
life : their daily toil mikt& ftvoU vV* ^jvfc^ 
hours, and tvery moms&l ot w&lwfcN***^ 
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-is- to them a moment of enjoyment. Not fo 
<the> great: furrounded from earlieft youth by 
;pfeaftires which court their acceptance, > their 
tafte palled by habit, and the too great facility 
of fatisfying every wifti, laflitude and difguft 
creep on their languid hours; and wanting the 
doubtful gale of hope to keep the mind in 
.gentle agitation, it finks into a dead calm 
more deftru&ive to every enjoyment than the 
rudeft ftormof adverftty.The haughty Dutch- 
efs, opprefled with taftelefs pomp, and finking 
under the weight of her own importance, is 
much lefs to be envied than ' the milk maid 
finging blithe/ who is in her eyes the object 
of pity and contempt. 

Your acquaintance with the great world > 
my dear Harry, has (hewn you the fplendid 
mifery of iuperior light: you have feen thofe- 
moft wretched to whom Heaven has; granted 
• the ampleft external means of happinefs. Mi- 
serable flaves to pride, the rnoft corroding of 
human paffions, ftrangers to focial pleafure,, 
; incapable of love or friendfhip, living to others 
not to themfelves, ever in purfuit of thefta- 
dowof happinefs, whtlft the fabftance glides? 
i paft them unobferved, they drag on an infipid 
- joylefs. being : unloved and unconnected,, 
fcorning the tender ties which givclife air rts 
" fv/eetnefs* they fink unwept and unhunemed to 
the grave, They know nov iYva c&t^ftj&ta,, 
:o/a jfriepd,^hat!ConverfaUoti.viV^^\i^\^ 
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the eyes:' their pride, an ihvafion on the na- 
tural rights of mankind, meets with perpetual 
'mortification ; and their rage for diffipation, 
like the burning thirft of a fever, is at once 
boundlefs and .unquenchable* 

Yet, though happinefs loves the vale, ft 
would be unjuft to confine her tdth6fe hum- 
ble fcenes; nor is her 4 prefence, as 1 f ouf times 
afford a fhintng and atrriable example, ; uhat* 
tainable to royalty itKIfV *fte 1 wife' 4nfd &>&&, 
whatever theiKrank/fedby the hatid of fimple 
unerring nature, are 1 feldom known to mifc their 
Way to her delightfal abode. 

' Yoti have feen Lord Belnibnt (Weft* with 
toiftom? to thu'fe, and fbrtiihe te/ptirfuV his 
cfhdite''cdAvlnced J that Wealth and titles, the 
^drtton or few, f are n6t only foreigiri to, but 
often inconfiftent with truehappinefs)Teek the 
lovely jjoddefe, not in the pride of fhew, the 
pomp of courts, or the madnefs of difltpation^ 
feut J $ti thti 1 calm t)f recrement, in tne bofom 
^rVfehdttirp, in ,j the fiteets'of ' dea^ domeftic 
life, in the tender pleafihg 'duties oP htoband 
slhdi)f father; in fche'pra'Qice of 'beneficence^ 
jlnd every gentler virtue; Other* may be like 
trim cbnVinced, but few ^ike Mm have fpirit 
aridVefbldtioHVo burtt the magifcfctteribf ex- 
ample aha* ftftribif, y irid trbblv daretbbl^happy; 



-iA. ■;.};[) {'•. ^!r ,. ' e •■.'..• m 



. What; plea/ure does it, give -me to find ypu 
jpfajyAaWay of thinking wvOcv >x*^& y^W- 
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tune! Yes, my dear Harry, all thaf in reality 
deferves the name of good, fo far* as it centers 
in ourfelves, is within the reach; not only of 
our moderate income, but of one much below 
it. Great wealth is only defirable for the pow- 
er it gives us of making others happy, and 
when one fees how very few make this only 
laudable ufe of extreme affluence, one acqui- 
res chearfully in the will pf heaven, fatisfied 
with not having the temptation of mifapplying 
thofe gifts of the fuprerne beings for which we 
Avail undoubtedly be accountable. 

Nothing can, as you obferve, be, more wor- 
thy a reafonable creature than Lord Belmont's 
plan of life ; he has enlarged his own circle qf 
happinefs by taking into it thaf of nil., man- 
kind, and particularly of all around him : .bis 
bounty glides unobferved, like the deep filent 
dream, nor is it by relieving fo much as by 
preventing want, that his generous fpirit a£U : 
it is his glory and his pleafure that, he muft gj 
beyond the limits of his own eftate to find ob? 
je&s of real diftrefs, , '.• •: j.! . 

He «ncourage> induftry, and keeps up tfee 
foul of chearfulnefs amongft his tenants, by 
maintaining as much as poflible the natural 
equality of mankuid on his ^ftate : JHi$ farm? 
are not large, but moderately rented ; all are 
at eafe, and can provide happily for their fa- 
milies, none rife to exorbitant wealth, dhhe 
very cofiagfcrs are ftnmgw aq*Nl \ta\» **<&&. 
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approaches want : when the bufier feafons of 
the year are part, he gives them employment 
in his woods or gardens ; and finds doubte 
beauties in every improvement there, when 
he refle&s that from thence 

* Health to himfelf and to his infants bred, 

* The labourer bears.' 

Plenty, the child of mduflxy, fmiles on their 
humble abodes, and if any unforefeen misfor- 
tune nips the bloffoms of their profperrty, his 
bounty, defcepding filent and refreftiing as thq 
dews of heaven, renews their blooming ftate^ 
and reftores joy to their happy dwellings. 

To fay all in one word, the maxims by 
which he governs all the aQions of his life are 
manly, benevolent, enlarged, liberal*; and his 
generous paflibn for the good of others is re- 
warded by his creator, whofe approbation is 
his firft point pf view, with as much happi- 
nefs to himfelf as this fublunary ftate is capable 
of. Adieu 1 



To Col. Bellville. 

YES, I am indeed fond of your Italiano ; 
it is the language of love, and of the 
Mufes : has a certain foftnefs and all that;— 
and by nomeansdifficult to underftand — atleaft 
it is tolerably eafy to undetftavA ^ "tw\0«v *& 
jt as I do, as much as enabtes owe. vo ^ wcv- 
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-cetted, and gives one's felf airs araongfl thofe 
who are totally ignorant : when this happens, 
I look aftonifhed at the Gothic creatures. — 
" Heavens! my dear Madam, not know Ita- 
" lian? howl pity your favage ignorance! 
tl not know Italian ? La Lingua D'Arhore ^ 
*'Oh! Mirtillo! Mirtillol Anima mia!'*-" 
—The dear creatures dare and hate one fo 
cordially, it is really charming. — And if one 
now and then unluckily blunders upon fome- 
body who is more in the fecret than one's felf, . 
a downcait look, and Ho vergogna Signora, 
Taves all, and does credit at once to one's 
learning and one's raodeity. Flattered tod by 
fi> plain a confeffion of their fuperiority, they 
give you«credit for whatever degree of know- 
ledge you defire, and go away fo fatisfied 
and exclaim in all companies, " Upon my 
* word Lady Anne Wilftiot is abfolutely an 
" exquifitejniftrefs of Italian, only a little too> 
"diffident." 

I am juft come from playing at ball in the 
garden, Lord Belmont of the party : the fweet 
old man! I am half in love with him, though 
I have no kind of hopes, for he told me yefter- 
day, that lovely as I was* Lady Relmtont was 
in his eyes a thoufand times, more te+ How 
amiable is age like his ! fo condefcending to 
the pleafures of the young ! fo charmed to fee 
them happy ! he gama ln&mvtV] vcv ^ovai <tf 
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love by this eafy goodnefs, and as to refpccl^ 
his virtues cannot fail to command it. 

Oh I a propos to age, my Lord fays he is 
Aire I (hall be a mod agreeable old woman, 
and I am almoft of his opinion. Adieu I crea- 
ture 1 1 can no more. 

By the way, do you know that Harry's Cit- 
tadina has taken a prodigious Penchant for 
me, and vows no woman on earth has fo 
much wit or fpirit, or politefle, as Lady Anne 
Wilmor. Something like a glimmering of 
tafte this : I proteft I begin to -think the girl 
not quite fo intolerable. 

. To the Earl of Belmont. 

My Lord, , 

AN unforefeen inevitable misfortune hav- 
ing happened to me, for which a top 
carelefs ceconomy had left me totally unprovi- 
ded, I find it neceffary to fell my eftate and 
quit the country. 

I could find a ready purchafer in Mr.Weft- 
brookje who, with the mercilefs rapacity of an 
exchange broker, watcheslike a harpy the de- 
cline of every gentleman's fortune in hi$ 
neighbourhood, in order to feize on his pof- 
feffions : but the tender affe&ion I bear my te- 
nants, makes me felicitous to cot&viNx >Jwl\\ 
good as much as poffible u* tte fo\e, to» Wi 
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hard fate will not allow me longer to contri- 
bute to it myfelf : I will not here fay more 
than that I cannot provide more effectually for 
their happinefs than by felling to your Lord- 
(hip. 1 am, my Lord 

Your Lord(hip*s moft 

Obedient and devoted Servant, 
James Barker 

To James Barker, Efq; 
Sir, 
Am extremely concerned any accident 



i 



fliould have happened which makes it pof- 
fible I (hould lofe from my neighbourhood a 
gentleman of family, of fo worthy a charaSer, 
and one I fo greatly efteem ; but I hope means 
may be found to prevent what would be fo 
extremely regretted by all who have the plea- 
fyreof knowing you. 

As I have always regarded the independent 
country gentlemen as the ftrength and glory of 
this kingdom, and the beft fupports of our 
excellent conftitution, no increafe of power or 
property to myfelf (hall ever tempt me to 
leflen the number of them, where it can pofli- 
bly be avoided. If you have refolution to en- 
ter on fo exa& a fyftem of (Economy, as will 
enable you to repay* atvy fem ^o\i .tcvvj ^*nx va 
Seven years, whatevct t\\atfawv\s \Wv\\*t 
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mod happy in advancing it, and will take it 
back in the manner moft eafy to you. I think 
I could trace out a plan by which you might 
retrench confiderably in a manner fcarce per* 
ceptible. I will to-morrow morning call up- 
on you when I am riding out, when we will 
talk further on this fubje&; be affured none of 
the greedy Leviathans of our days can feel half 
the pleafure in compleating a purchafe that I 
{hall dp in declining this, if I can be fo happy 
as to keep you amongft us. Your accepting 
this without hefnation, will be a proof of your 
efteem which I can never forget, as it will 
{hew you think too highly of me to fear my 
making an ill ufe hereafter, of having had the 
happinefs of doing for you what, if we were to 
change prefent fituations, I know you would 
rejoice in doing for me. I hav« a fund which 
I call the bank of friendfliip, on which it is my 
rule to take no intereft, which you may com- 
mand to its utmoft extent. • 
lam, dear Sir, 

Your affectionate friend, 
And obedient fervant, 

Belmont; 



"T<* 
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To CoL-Rku VILLI. 

Tburfday 

WE have been dining Al frefco in a ruf- 
tic temple in a wood near the houfe : 
romanefque, fimple; the pillars trunks of an- 
tient oaks, the roof the bark of trees, the 
pavement pebbles, the feats mofs ; the wild 
melody of nature our mufick ; the diftant 
found of the cafcade juft breaks on the ear, 
which, joined by the chant of the birds, the 
cooing of tfee doves, the lowing of the herds, 
and the gently breathing weftern breeze, forms 
a concert mod divinely harmonious. 

Really this place would be charming if it 
was a little more replete with human beings ; 
but to me the fined landfcape is a dreary wild 
unlefs adorned by a few groups of figures.*-^ 
There are 'fquires indeed-^— well, abfolutely 
your 'fquires are an agreeable race of people, 
refined, fentirtiental, formed for the, Belle paf- 
fion ; thQugh it muft be owned the 'fquires 
fbout Belmont are rational animals compared 
to thofe my Caro Spofo ufed to affociate with : 
my Lord has exceedingly humanized them, 
and their wives and daughters are decent crea- 
tures : which really amazed me at firft, for , 
you know, Belville, there is in general na | 
Handing the country mtf&s. f ^* 

\ 
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Your letter is juft brought me : all you fay 
of levees and drawing-rooms, is thrown away. 

* Talk not to me of courts, for I difdain 

' All courts when he is by : far be the noife 
€ Of kings and courts from us, whofe gentle 
* fouls 

* Our kinder ftars have fteer'd another way.. 

Yes, the rural tafte prevails ; my plan of 
life is fixed to fit under a hill and keep fheep 
with Harry Mandeville. 

O mon'Dieu ! what do I fee coming down 
the avenue ? is it in woman to refift .that equi- 
page ? Papier machee— highly gilded — loves 
and doves— fix long tailed grey Arabians—— 
by all the gentle powers of love and gallantry, 
Fondville himfelf — the dear enchanting crea- 
ture — nay then — poor Harry — all is over with 
him — I difcard him this moment, and take 
Fondville for my Ceciibeo— frefh from Paris 
— juft imported— O all ye Gods ! 

Friday Morning. 
I left you fomewhat abruptly, and am re- 
turned to fill up my epiftle with the adventures 
of yefterday. 

- The great gates being thrown open, and 
the chariot drawn up to the fteps, my charm- 
ing Fondville, dreffed in a fait of light colour- 
ed (ilk embroidered with Hive*, *VtfX^\v*v * 
gjfack feather under his arm, atA ^Xax^^ws^- 
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quet of artificial flowers in his button- hole, all 
Arabia breathing from his weil-fcented hand- 
kerchief, defcended, like Adonis from the car 
of Ventis, and full of the idea of his own irre- 
fiftibility, advanced towards the faloon— he 
advanced not with the doubtful air of a bafh- 
ful lover intimidated by a thoufand tender 
fears, but in a minuet ftep, humming an ope- 
ra tune, and calling a fide glance at every look- 
ing glafs in his way. The firft. compliments 
being over, the amiable creatare feated himfelf 
by me, and began the following converfatton. 
Well, hut-my dear Lady Anne, this is fe 
furprifing — your ladyfliip in Campagna? I 
thought Wilmot had given you a furfeit of the 
poet's Elyfium — horrid retirement — htxw do 
you contrive to kill time ?— though Harry 
Mandeville indeed— —a widow of fpirit may 
find fome amufement there. 

Why really, Fondville, a pretty fellow does 
prodigioufly foften the horrors offolitude. 

O, nothing fo well. 

And Harry has his attractions. 

Attra&ions 1 ah ! L'Amore ! the faireft eyes 
of Rome* 

But pray, my dear Lord, how did the court 
bear my abfence ? 

In defpair : the very Zephyrs about Ver* 
failles have learnt to figh, \% tell* Kxv^vfe, 
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, And Miremont ? 

Inconfolable, ftaid away from two operas. 

Is it poflible, the dear conflant creature ! 
how his fufferings touch me !— — but here is 
company. 

Any body one knows ? 

I rather think not. 

What the good company of the Environs, 
the Arriere ban, the Poffe Comitatus ?^. 

Even fo : my Lord ' brings down the na- 
* lives upon us,' but to do the creatures juf- 
tice, one (hall feldom fee tamer favages. 

Here the door opening, Fondville rofe with 
us all, and leaning again ft the wainfcoat in an 
attitude of eafy indifference, half bowing, 
without deigning to turn his eyes on thofe who 
entered the room, continued playing my fan, 
and talking to me in a half whifper, till all 
were feated, when my dear Lady Belmont 
leading the converfation, contrived to make it 
general, till, tea being over, my Lord propo- 
sed a walk in the gardens, where having 
trifled away an hour very pleafantly, we found 
mufick ready in the falcon at our return, and 
danced till midnight. 

Lord Vifcount Fondville (he would not have 
you omit Vifcount for the world) left us this 
morning: my Lord is extremely polite and 
attentive to him, on the fuppofition of his be- 

Vol. I. C ins 
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ing my lover ; other wife he muft exped no fu- 
pernumerary civilities at Belmont ; for as it is 
natural to value raoft thofe .advantages one 
pofleffes one's felf, my Lord, whofe nobility 
is but of the third generation, but whofe an- 
ceftry lofes itfelf in the clouds, pays much 
greater refpeS to a long line of illuftrious an- 
chors than to the moft lofty titles ; and I am 
forry to fay, my dear Fondville's pedigree will 
not ftand the teft ; he owes his fortune and rank 
to the iniquity of his father, who was deep in 
the infamous fecrets of the South Sea bubble. 

*Tis however a good natured, inoffenfive, 
lively, fhowy animal, and does not flatter dif- 
agreeably. He owns Belmont not abfolutely 
{hocking, and thinks Lady Julia rather tolera- 
ble, if fhe was fo happy as to have a little of 
my fpirit and Enjouement. Adio 1 •■>■- 
- O Ciel ! what a memory ! this is not poft 
day. You may poflibly gain a line or two by 
this ftrange forgetful nefs of mine. 
Saturday, 

Nothing new, but that La Signora Weft- 
brook, who vifited here yefterday, either was, 
or pretended to be, taken ill before her coach 
came, and Harry, by her own defire, attend- 
ed net home in Lady Julia's poft-chaife. He] 
came back with fo grave an air, that I fancy 
file had been making abfolute, plain, down- 
right love to him : her ridiculous fondnefs/be- 
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gins to be rather perceptible to every body : 
really thefe city girls are fo rapid in their a- 
mours, they won't give a man time to breath. 
Once more, Adieu ! 



To George Mordaunt, Efq; 

June 13th. 

I Have juft received a letter which makes 
me the moft unhappy of mankind : 'tis 
from a lady whofe fortune is greatly above my 
moft fanguine hopes, and wJiofe merit and 
tendernefs deferve that heart which I feel It is 
not in my power to give to her. The general 
complacency of my behaviour to the lovely 
fex, and my having been accidentally her partV 
ner at two or three balls, has deceived her 
into an opinion that fhe is beloved by me ; and 
(he imagines fhe is only returning a paffion 
which her fuperiority of fortune has prevent- 
ed declaring. How much is ftie to be pi* 
tied ! my heart knows too well the pangs of 
difappointed love not to feel moft tenderly for 
the fufferingsof another, without the additio- 
nal motive to companion of being the unde- 
figned caufe of thofe fufferings, the fevereft of 
which human nature is capable. I am embar* 
raffed to the greateft degree, noMvhat refo- 
lution tp take, that required not a moment's 
; C a **' deli- 
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deliberation, but how to foften the ftrokc, 
and in what manner, without wounding her 
delicacy, to decline an offer, which fhe has 
not the leaft doubt of my accepting with all 
the eager tranfport of timid love, furprized by 
unexpected fuccefs. 

I have wrote to her, and think I (hall fend 
this anfwer ; I inclofe you a copy of it : her let- 
ter is already deftroyed : her name I conceal : 
the honour of a lady is too facred to be truft- 
ed, even to the faithful breaft of a friend. 



To Mifs 



" No words, madam, can exprefs the 
u warmth of my gratitude for your generous 
" intentions in my favour, though my ideas 
Xi of probity will not allow me to take ad- 
" vantage of them. 

" To rob a gentleman, by whom I have 
"been treated with the utmoft hofpitality, 
" not only of his whole fortune, but of what 
li is infinitely more valuable, a beloved and 
" amiable daughter, is an aftton fo utterly in- 
" confident with thofe fentiments of honour 
€i which I have always cultivated, as even 
" your perfections cannot tempt me to be . 
" guilty of. I mud therefore, however un- 
" w/JJin^Iy, abfolutely decline the happinefs 
" ys)U have had the gooduds Xo ^uawvcK. \» 
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" hope for, and beg leave to fubfcribe myfelf, 
** Madam, 

" with the utmoft gratitude 
" and mod lively efteem, 
" your moft obliged and 
€€ devoted Servant, 

"H. Mandeville." 

I ought perhaps to be more explicit in my 
refufal of her, but I cannot bring myielf to 
fliock her fenfibility, by an appearance of to- 
tal indifference. Surely this V is fufficiently 
clear, and as much as can be faid by a man 
fenfible of, and grateful for, fo infinite an ob- 
ligation. 

You will fmile when I own, that, in the 
midft of my concern for this lady, I feel a fe- 
cret, and, I fear, an ungenerous, pleafure, in 
facrificing her to Lady Julia's friendfliip, 
though the latter will never be fenfible of the 
facrifice. 

Yes, my friend, every idea of an eftablifh- 
ment in the world, however remote, or how- 
ever advantageous, dies away before the joy of 
being efteemed by her, and at liberty to culti- 
vate the efteem; determined againft mar- 
riage, I have no wifh, no hope, but that of be- 
ing for ever unconnected, for ever bleft in her 
cenverfation, for ever allowed uninterrupted, 
unreftrained by nearer ties* \q\v^ ^n»x. ^- 
chanting voice, to (wear ot\ vYhx fosNTj \«xsk 
C 3 *«- 
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eternal amity, to liften to the univerfal fen- 
timents of the moil beautiful mind in the 
creation, uttered with the melody of angels. 
Had I words, I would give them to infpire 
. her with the fame wifhes ! 



To Col, Bellville. 

Wednefday Night. 

I Can't conceive, Bellville, what it is 'that 
makes me fo much the men's tafte : I 
really think I am not handfome — not fo very 
handfome— -—not (o handfome as Lady Julia, 
• — yet I don't know how it is— —I am perfe- 
cted to death amongft you— the misfor- 
tune to pleafe every body — —'tis amazing- 
no regularity of features — fine eyes indeed— 
a vivid bloom a feducing fmile — an ele- 
gant form — an air of the, world and fome- 

thing, extremely well in the Tpute enfemble 
—a kind of an agreeable martner — eafy, fpi- 
rited, Degagee — and for the undcrftanding— 
I flatter myfelf malice itfelf cannot deny me 
the beauties of the mind. You might juftly 
fay to me what the queen of Sweden faid to 
Mademoifelle le Fevre, " with fuch an un- 
" derftanding, are not you afliamed to be 
"handfome?" 

T^burjda^ 
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Tburfday Morning. 

Abfofutely deferted. Lord and Lady Bel- 
mont are gone to town this morning on fud- 
den and unexpe&ed bufinefs : Poor Harry's fi- 
tuation would have been pitiable, had not my 
Lord, confidering how tmpoflible it was for 
him to be well with us both a Trio, fent to, 
Fondville to fpend a week here in their ab- 
fence, which they hope will not be much lon- 
ger. Harry, who is viceroy, with abfolute 
power, has only one commiffion, to amufe 
lady Julia and me, and not let us pafs a lan- 
guid hour till their return. 

O Dio ! Fondville's Arabians ! the dear 
creature looks up — he bows — " That bow 
might from the bidding of the gods command 
me."— 

Don't you love quotations ? I am immenfe- 
ly fond of them : a certain proof of erudition: 
and, in my fentimenrs, to be a woman of li- 
terature is to be— — In fhorr, my dear Bell- 
ville, I early in life difcovered, by the mere 
force of genius, that there were two characters 
only in which one might take a thoufand little 
innocent freedoms, without being cenfured by 
a parcel or impertinent old women, thofe of a 
Belle Efprit and a Methodift; and the latter 
not being in my ftyle, I chofe to fet up for the 
former, in which I have had the happinefs to. 
fticceed fo much beyond tny ho^t*, x\\*x \W 
C 4 **&• 
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firft queflion now afked amongft polite people, 
when a new piece comes out, is, " What 
does Lady Anne Wilmot fay of it ?" A fcorn- 
ful fmile from me would damn the beft play 
that ever was wrote ; as a look of approbation, 
tor I am naturally merciful, has faved many a 
dull one. In fhort, if you mould happen to 
write an infipid poem, which is extremely pro- 
bable, fend it to me, and my Fiat fhall crown 
you with immortality. 

Oh ! heavens ! a propos, do you know 
that Bell Martin, in the wane of her charms, 
and pad the meridian of her reputation, is ab- 
folutely married to Sir Charles Canterell ? 
Aftonifhing ! till I condefcend to give the clue. 
She praifed his bad verfes. A thoufand things 
appear ftrange in human life, which, if one 
had the real key, are only natural effe&s of a 
hidden caufe. " My dear Sir Charles, fays 

Bell, that divine fapphic of yours thofe 

melting founds— —I have endeavoured to fet 
it — —But Orpheus or Amphion alone— — I 
would fing it *— yet fear to truft my own heart 

— fuch extatic numbers who that has a 

foul" — — fhe fung half a ftanza, and, over- 
come by the magic force of verfe, leaning on 
his bread, as if abforbed in fpeechlefs tranf- 
port, " flie fainted, funk, and died away." 
Find me the poet upon earth who could have 
withilood this. He married her the next 
morning* 



0\v\ 
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Oh ! Ciel ! I forgot the Caro Fondville. 
I am really inhuman. Adieu ! 

" Je fuis votre amie tres fidelle.'* 
I can abfolutely afford no more at prefenr. 

To Henry, Mandeville, Efq. 

London, June zotb. 

YOU can have no idea, my dear Mr. 
Mandeville, how weary I am of being 
thefe few days only in town : that any one 
who is happy enough to have a houfe, a cot- 
tage in the country, fhould continue here at 
this feafon, is to me inconceivable : but that 
gentlemen of large property, that noblemen 
fhould imprifon themfelves in this fmoaking 
furnace, when the whole land is a blooming 
garden, a wildernefs of fweets ; when pleafure 
courts them in her faireft form; nay, when 
the fordid god of modern days, when intereft 
joins his potent voice; when power, the 
beft power, that of doing good, folicits their 
prefence, can only be accounted for, byfup- 
pofing them under the dominionof fafcination^. 
fpell-caught by fome malicious demon^ an 
enemy to human happinefs. 

, C 5 Ican> 
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I cannot refift addreffing them In a flanza 
or two of a poem, which deferves to be wrote 
in letters of gold. 

'Mean time by pleafure's fophiftry allur'd, 

€ From the bright fun and living breeze ye 
€ ftray : 

€ And deep in London's gloomy haunts im- 

* mur'd, 

* Brood o'er your fortune's, freedom's, 

€ health's decay, 
* O, bliqd of choice, and to yourfelves un- 

* true ! 

' The young grove (hoots, their bloom the 

' fields renew, 
€ The manfion a(ks its Lord, the fwains 

* their friend ; 

' While he doth riot's orgies haply (hare, 
f Or tempt the gamefter's dark deftroying 

€ fnare, , 

€ Or at fome courtly (hrine with flavifli in- 

' cenfe bend. 
' And yet full oft your anxious tongues com- 

( plain 
' That carelefs tumult prompts the ruftic 

' throng ; 
€ That the rude village inmates now difdain 
' Thofe homely ties which rul'd ther fa- 

' thers long : 

< Alaa I- 
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4 Alas! your fathers did by other arts 
€ Draw thofe kind ties around their fimplc 

* hearts, 

c And led in other paths their duftile will : 
€ By fuccours, faithful counfel, courteous 

* chear, 

c Won them the ancient manners to revere, 
' To prize their country's peace, and hea- 

* vens due rites fulfill.'* 

Can a nobleman of fpirit prefer the rude in- 
fults of a licentious London rabble, the refufe 
of every land, to the warm, and faithful at- 
tachment of a brave, a generous, a free, and 
loyal yeomanry in the country. Does not in- 
tereft, as well as virtue and humanity, prompt 
them, by living on their eftates, to imitate 
the heavens, which return the moifture they 
draw from the earth, in grateful dews and 
fhowers ? 

When I firft came to Belmont,having been 
fome years abroad, I found my tenants poor 
and dejected, fcarce able to gain a hard penu- ' 
rious living. The neighbouring gentlemen 
• fpending two thirds of the year in London, 
and the town, which was the market for my 
eftate, filled only with people in trade, who 
could fcarce live by each other : I ftruck at the 
root of this evil, and, by living almoft altoge- 
ther in the country myfelf, brought rhe whole 
neighbourhood to do Xlto farcy^* \ ^wnfcaxtk 
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every kind of diverfion, which foon filled my 
town with gentlemen's families, which raifed 
the markets, and of confequence the value of 
my eftate : my tenants grew rich at the fame 
rents which they before were unable to pay, 
population encreafed, my villages were full of 
inhabitants, and all around me was gay and 
flouriftiing : fo fimple, my dear Mr. Mande- 
ville, are the maxims of true policy: but it muft 
be fo ; that machine which has the feweft 
wheels is certainly moft eafy to keep in order. 
Have you had my old men to dine ? at fixty 
I admit them to my table, where they are al- 
ways once a fortnight my guefts. I love to 
converfe with thofe, " whom age and long ex- 
perience render wife;" and, in my idea of 
things, it is time to flacken the reins of pride, 
and to wave all fublunary diftin&ions, when 
they are fo near being at an end between us. 
Befides I know, by my own feelings, that age 
wants the comforts of life : a plentiful table, 
generous wines, chearful converfe, and the 
notice of thofe they have been accuftomed to 
revere, renews in fome degree the fire of youth, 
gives a fpring to declining nature, and perhaps 
prolongs as well as enlivens the evening of 
their days. Nor is it a fmall addition to my 
fatisfa&ion, to fee the refpeel: paid them by the 
young of theirown rank, from the obfervation 
of their being thus diftinguiihed by me: as an 
old mat), I have a kind oi uiiettft. \w taatev^ 
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age an objefk of reverence j but, were I ever 
fo young, I would continue a cuftom, which 
appears to me not lefs juft than humane. 

Adieu \ ray efteemed, my amiable friend! 
how I envy you your larks and nightingales ! 



To Col. Bellville. 

Thursday. 

POSITIVELY, Bellville, I can anfwer 
for nothing : thefe fylvan fcenes are fo 
very bewitching, the vernal grove, and balmy 
Zephyr, are fo favourable to a lover's prayer, 
that if Fondville was any thing but a pretty 
man about town, my fituation would be ex- 
tremely critical. 

This wicked Harry too has certainly fome 
evil defign ; he forms nothing but enchanting 
rural parties, either a quarree, or with others 
of the young and gay : not a maiden aunt has 
appeared at Belmont fince his reign commenc- 
ed ; he fuffers no ideas to enter our imaging 
tions but thofe of youth, beauty, love, and the 
feducing pleafures of the golden age. We 
dance on the green, dine at the hermitage, 
and wander in the woods by moonlight, liften- 
-ing to the fong of the nightingale* or the 
fweeter notes of that little fyren lady Julia, 
whofe impaffioned founds v*o\A& WttKtk >foa. 
marble heart of a virgin o£ ev^Vj-fe^ 



\«* 
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I really tremble for my fair friend ; young, 
jtrtlefs, full of fenfibility, expofed hourly to 
the charms of the prettied fellow upon earth, 
with a manner fo foft, fo tender, fo much in 
her own romantic way.—— 

A rap at my door— Fond ville is fent for 

away — —company at his houfe fets out 

immediately— I mud bid the dear creature 
adieu. - 

I am returned : pity me, Bellville : 

€ The dreams, the groves, the rocks remain, 
€ But Damon ftill I feek in vain. 

Yes, the dear man is gone ; Harry is retir- 
ed to write letters, and lady Julia and I are 
going to take a walk, Tete a tete, in the wood. 
Jefu Maria ! a female Tete a Tete ! -I (hall 
never go through the operation — if we were 
en confidence indeed it might be bearable : but 
the little innocent fool has not even a fecret. 

Adio! 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

To George Mordaunt, Efq; 

OMordaunt ! I am indeed undone : I was 
too confident of my own ftrength: 1 
depended on the power of gratitude and ho- 
nour over my heart, but find them too weak 
to defend me againft fuch inexoreflible loveli- , 
nefs: J could have re&fteA Viw towv]- wVj* 
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but the mind which irradiates thofe fpeaking 
eyes— the melting mufic of thofe gentle ac- 
cents, " foft as the fleeces of defcending 
fnows," the delicacy, yet lively tendernefs of 
her fentiments — that angel innocence — that 
winning fweetnefs— the abfence of her pa* 
rents, and lady Anne's coquetry with lord 
Fondville, have given me opportunities of 
converting with her, which have for ever def- 
troyed my peace I mud tear myfelf from 
her — I will leave Belmont the moment my 
lord returns — I am for ever loft — 'doomed to 
wretchednefs — but I will be wretched alone— 
I tremble left my eyes fhould have difcovered— - 
left pity fhould involve her in my mifery. 

Great heavens ! was I not fufBciently un~ 
happy ! to ftab me to the heart I have juft re- 
ceived the following letter from lord Belmont: 



To Henry Mandeville, Efq; 

June zzJ* 

THE. prefent member of parliament for 
■ being in a ftate of health which 
renders his life extremely uncertain, it would 
be very agreeable to me if my dear Mr. Man- 
deville would think of offering himfelf a can- 
didate to fucceed him. I vail KomNttW^ 
plain to tell him, he w\\\ \iv** w> *!$&»*** 
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from me except my wifhes, and has nothing 
to truft to but his merits and the name of 
Mandeville; it being a point both of con- 
science and honour with me, never to inter- 
meddle in eleftions. The prefervation of our 
happy conftitution depends on the perfefifc in- 
dependence of each part of which it is com- 
pofed on the other two : and the moment, 
heavent grant that moment to be far diftant ! 
when the houfe of lords can make a houfe of 
commons, liberty and prerogative will ceafe 
to be more than names, and both prince and 
people become (laves. 

I therefore always, tho* the whole town is 
mine, leave the people to their free and unin- 
fluenced choice: never interfering farther 
than to infift on their keeping themfelves as 
unbiafled as I leave them, I would not only 
withdraw my favour from, but profecute, the 
man who was bafe enough to take a bribe, 
tho' he who offered it was my neareft friend. 

By this means I have the pleafure alfo of 
keeping myfelf free, and at liberty to confer 
favours where I pleafe ; fo that 1 fecure my 
own independence by not invading that of 
others. 

This conduct, I cannot help thinking, if 
general, would preferve the ballance of our" 
glorious conftitution ; a ballance of much, 
greater confequence to Britons than the baU 
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lance of power in Europe, tho* fo much lefs 
the objeS of their attention. In this we re- * 
femble thofe perfons, who, whilft they are 
bufied in regulating the doraeftic concerns of 
their neighbours, fufFer their own to be ruined. 
But to return from this unintended digref- 
fion : You will perhaps objefifc to what I have 
propofed that during your father's life you are 
not qualified for a feat in parliament. I have 
obviated this obje&ion. Lady Mary, the only 
fitter of my father, has an ample fortune in her 
own power to difpofe of : fome part of it was 
originally her own, but much the larger part 
was left her by her lover, Sir Charles Barton, 
who was killed in Queen Anne's wars, the 
very morning before he was to have fet out for 
England to complete his marriage. Being the 
lad of his family, he had made a will, in 
which he left his eftate to lady Mary, with a 
requeft, that if fhe did not marry, fhe would 
leave it to one of the name of Mandeville. 
As (he loves merit, and has the happinefs and 
honour of our houfe warmly at heart, I have 
eafily prevailed on her to fettle five hundred 
pounds a year on you at prefenr, and to leave 
you a good part of the reft at her death. Her 
defign hitherto, I will not conceal from you, 
has been to leave her fortune to my daughter, 
of whom (he is infinitely fond ; but Julia has 
enough, and by leaving \l Io^to* S&fct&safc 
exadly fulfils the will of S\t CYwfa** ^** 
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tho* he has not exprefly made the diftin&ion, 
certainly meant it to a male of the Mandeviile 
name. The eftate is about two thoufand 
pounds a year ; her own fortune of fourteen 
thoufand pounds I (hall not oppofe her leav- 
ing to my daughter. j . : 

I know too well the generous fentimehts of 
your heart to doubt that, in procuring this fet- 
tlemenr, I give to my country a firm and un- 
fhaken parriot, at once above dependance oh 
the molt virtuous court, and the mean vanity 
of oppofing the juft meafures of his prince, 
from a too eager defire of popularity : not that 
I would have you infenfible to praile, or the 
efteem of your country ; but feek it only by 
deferving it, and tho 7 it be in part the reward, 
let it not be the motive of your a&ions : let 
your own approbation be your firft view, and 
that of others only your fecond. 

You may obferve, my dear Mr. Mande- 
viile, I only caution you agaiuft being led away 
by youthful vanity to oppofe the juft meafures 
"of your prince : I fhould wrong the integrity 
of your heart if I fuppofed you capable of dif- 
treffing the hands of government for mercena- 
ry or ambitious purpofes : a virtuous fenator \ 
will regard not men, but meafures, and will 
concur with his bittereft enemies in every fa- 
lutary and honeft purpofe \ or mhet Ui a ogb* 
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lie light, he will have no enefmes, but the Ene- 
mies of his country. 

It is with caution I give even thefe general 
hints ; far be it from me to attempt to influ- 
ence your judgment : let your opinion be ever 
free and your own ; or where your inexpe- 
rience may want information, feek it from the 
beft, and rrioft elighren'd of mankind, your ex- 
cellent father, who has long fat with honour 
in the fame houfe. 

Let me now, my amiable friend, thank 
you for your obliging attention, not only to 
the ladies of w; om I could not doubt your 
care, but of my tenants, one of whom writes 
me word, that coming to enquire when I 
fhould return, with a look of anxiety which 
fliewM my return was of confequence to htm # 
you took him afide, and enquiring his bu- 
iinefs, found he wanted, from an accident 
which had involved him in a temporary dif. 
trefs, to borrow one hundred pounds, for 
which you gave him a draught on your ban- 
ker, with a goodnefs and fweetnefs of manner, 
which doubled the obligation ; making only 
one condition, which the overflowing of his 
gratitude has made him unable to keep, that 
it fhould be a fecret to all the world. 

Can Lady Mary do too much for a man 
who thus fliews himfelf worthy the name of 
Mandeville, the chara&eriftAcVol ^\aO^\a% 
ever been the warmeftbetv^oUtv^^ 



( 68 ) 
Another would, perhaps; infill on return- 
ing the money to you, but I will not rob yotr 
of the pleafure of making an honed man hap- 
py: you will fooner obferve that it is this 
once only I indulge you ; and that you are the 
only perfon from whom I have ever fuffered 
my family, for fuch I efteem all placed by pro* 
vtdence under my proteftion, to receive an ob* 
ligation : 'tis a favour I have refufed even to 
your father. 

Do not anfwer this : I (hall poflibly be with 
you before the letter could reach me. 

Adieu; 

Can I, after this letter, my dear Mor- 
daunt, entertain a wifli for Lady Julia, with- 
out the blacked ingratitude ? no, th.o' I will 
not accept his generous offer, I can never for- 
get he has made it. I will leave Belmont— 
I will forget her what have I faid ? for- 
get her ? I muft firft lofe all fenfe of my own 
being. 

' Am I born to know every fpecies of mifery > 
I have this moment received a fecond letter from 
the lady I once mention'd to you, filled with 
the fofteft and molt afFe&ingexpreflions of dif- 
interefted tendernefs r indifcreet from excefsof 
affe&ion, (he adjures me to meet her one mo>» 
ftfept in the ruftic temple, where (he is wlrb-' 
frig for me; her me&Bgtri&fpifti wd$b\ 
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wiH not hazard expofing her by fendrag my 
fervant, I have no choice left but to go : Hea- 
ven knows how unwillingly! ihouid we be 
feen, what an appearance would fuch a meet- 
ing have ! I left lady Julia to write letters, 
and on that account excufed myfelf from at- 
tending her : yet can I leave her whom love 
alone has made her imprudent, to the confe- 
quences of her indifcretion, and the wild fal- 
lies of a mind torn by difappointment and de- 
fpair! I will go: but how (hall I behold her! 
how tell her, . pity is all I can return to fo ge- 
nerous a paffion ? Thefe trials are too great 
for a heart like mine, tender, lympathetic, 
companionate^ foftened by the fenfe of its 
own fufferings : I (hall expire with regret and 
confufion at her fight. 

To Col. Bellville/ ; 

OU R party lad night did not turn out fo 
much in the ftill-life way as I expe&ed 
—unfortunate that I am — two rivals at once 
—4a Belliffima Julia has moft certainly a pen- 
chant for Harry — 'tis abfurd, for the thing "w^ 
impoffible : in the firft place I am rather afraid 
he has a kind of attachment to this creature, 
and in the fecond, I know lord Belmont's fen- 
timents on this head, aiyl that vck\\ *& Vs\% 
geneto&ty, no man brealh\fc£ Va* * ^**\« 
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averfion from unequal marriages : the differ- 
ence is fo immenfe in every thing but birth 
and me "it, that there remains not a fhaoW 
of hope for her. But thefe people of high 
heroics are above attending to fuch trifling i 

things as poflibilities 1 hope I am mif- le 

taken, but the fymptoms are ftrong upon her, I tY 
as you fliall judge. * w 

I left you laft night to accompany Lady 
Julia to the wood we are both fo fond of: 
the evening was lovely beyond defcription, 
and we were engaged in a very lively conver- 
sation, when, as we approached the temple, 
we faw Harry, who had juft left us on pre- 
tence of writing letters, come out of it with 
the deteftable Weftbrook leaning familiarly on i 
his arm, her pert eye foftened into languifh- , 
ment, and fixed eagerly on his : the forward 
creature ftarted on feeing us, and attempted 
to fly, which Harry prevented, and withdraw- 
ing his arm from hers, as if mechanically, ad- 
vanc'd (lowly towards us, with a look fo con* j 
fus'd, a mein fo diforder'd, fo difFerertt fronl 
that eafy air which gives ten thoufand graces 
to the fined form in the world, as convinced 
me that this meeting was not accidental. 
Lady Julia ftopp'd the moment fhe faw them> , 
? deep biufli overfpread her face, flie fixed 1 
her eyes on the ground, and waited their ap* j 
proach filent and unmov'd as a ftatue. Not;] 
fo the cit ! the creature's afiutssvcs, vc&^^fi 

1 
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eafe with which {he recovered herfelf and ad* 
drefled Lady Julia, excited equally my af- 
tonilhment and indignation. She told 'her 
fhe came to wait on her Ladyfliip, and the 
finenefs of the evening had tempted her to 
leave her coach at the entrance of the wood : 
that as (he walked through fhe happened to 
meet Mr. Mandeville, quite by chance, fhe 
aflured her Ladylhip; as he would teftify. 
Harry difdained to confirm her falfhood even 
by an aflenting look: his filence, the cold* 
nefs of his manner, with the air of dignity 
and fpirit Lady Julia aflumed, almoft difcon- 
certed her; we walked filently to the houfe, 
where the girl only flayed till her coach was 
ordered round, and then left us ; her eyes 
aiked Harry's attendance, but he chofe not to 
understand their language. 

This evening was the only unpleafant one 
I ever pafled at Belmont : a referve unknown 
before in that feat of fincere friendship, took 
place of the fweet confidence which ufed to 
reign there, and to which it owes its moS 
ftriking charms : we retired earlier than ufual, 
and Lady Julia, inftead of fpending half an 
hour in my apartment, as ufual, took leave of 
me at the door and pafled on to her own. 

I was extremely alarmed for her — it would 
have been natural to have talked over fo ex- 
traordinary an adventure w\iVv mfc S& t>ax ^^^ 
nearly rnterefted— TVvfitt vm * c&tvtaiv^ 
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in her behaviour to Harry all the evening — an 
aflumed coldnefs — his affiduity feemed to dif- 
pleafe her — (he fighed often— nay once when 
my eyes met hers I obferved a tear ready to 
ftart — (he may call this friendship if (he plea- 
fcs, but thefe very tender, thefe apprehenfive, 
thefe jealous friendfhips, between amiable; 
young people of different fexes are exceeding- 
ly fufpicious. 

It is an hour later than her ufual time of ap- 
pearing, and I hear nothing of her : I am 
determined not to indulge this tender me- 
lancholy, and have fent up to let her know I 
attend her in the faloon, for I often breakfaft 
in my own apartment, it being the way here 
for every body to do whatever they like.' ■ .* 

5 Indeed ! a letter from Lady Julia ! a vin- 
dication ? — nay then-—** guilty upon my ho- 
nour"—— -Why imagine I fufpe& her ? — O ! 
Confcience ! 

Her extreme fear of my fuppofing her in 
love with Harry, is a convincing proof that (he 
is, though fuch is her amiable fincerity, that I 
am fure (he was deceived herfelf before (he 
would attempt to deceive me; but the latter/ 
is not fo eafy ; (itters-by fee all the game. 

She tells me, (he cannot fee me till (he has 
vindicated herfelf from a fufpicion which tjie 
weaknefs of her < behaviour yeftera'ay may; 
have^caufei: That (he is not fure (lie has *e- 
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folution to mention the fubjefir, when prefent j 
therefore takes this way to affure me, that ten- 
der and lively as her friendfliip for Mr. Man- 
deville is, it is only friendfliip ; a friendfliip 
which his merit has hitherto juftified, and 
which has been the innocent pleafure of her 
life : That born with too keen fenfibiiities (poor 
thing! I pity her fenfibiiities) the ill treatment 
of her friends wounds her to the foul. That 
zeal for his honour and the integrity of his 
character, which fhe^ thinks injured by the 
myfterious air of laft night's adventure, her 
{hock at a clandefline and diflembled appoint- 
ment, fo inconfiflent with thatopennefs which 
(he had always admired in him, as well as 
with the refpeS due to her, nowfo particular- 
ly in her father's abfenpe under his prote&ion, 
hadoccafioned that concern which (he feats may 
make her appear to me more weak than flie is. 
In fliort, flie takes a great deal of pains to 
lead herfelf into an error ; and ftruggles in 
thofe toils which flie will find great difficulty 

in breaking. 

Harry's valet has juft told my woman his 
rafter was in bed but two hours laft night : 
that he walked about his room till three, and 
rofe again at five, and went out on horfe- 
back, without a fervant. The poor fellow is 
frighted to death about him, for he is idolized 
by his fervants, and this man has been % with 

Vol. I D VxTO 
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him from his childhood. But adieu ! I hear 
Lady Julia jjpop the flairs : I mult meet hef 
in the falooo. 

Eleven pCJocL 

Poor foul ! I never faw any thing like her 
confufion when we met: (he blufhed, flie 
trembled, and funk half motionlefs' into her 
chair: t made the tea, without taking the 
lead notice of her inability to do it ; and by 
my eafy chit chat manner foon brought her to 
. bea little compofed: though her eyes was of- 
ten turned towards the door, though foe dart- 
ed at every found, yet fhe never afked the caufe 
of Harry's abfence, which muft however fur- 
prife her,, as he, always breakfafts below. 

Foreseeing we fhould be a very awkward 
party to-day a Trio, I fent early in the morn- 
ing to afk three or four very agreeable girls 
about two miles off. to come and ramble all 
day with us in the woods : happily for poof 
Lady Julia, they came in, before we ,had 
done breakfafl, and I left' them to go' &nd 
look at fomeflxeli work,- whilftjcame up. to 
finifh my letter. "' 

Harry is come backj and has fent to fpeak 
with tyc : I am really a perfqn of 'great con* 
fequence a.f prefent. J am in a very ill hui 
mour with him ; he- may weft" be afoamei 
to appear, however the worft of criminals de, 
# fetves 
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ferves to be heard. I will admit him : he 
at the door. Adieu. 



To George Mordaunt, Efq; 

Wtdnefdayi five in the morning* 

GREAT heaven ! what a night have I 
part ! all other fears give way before 
that of difpleafing her. Yes, let me be 
wretched, but let her not fuppofe me unwor- 
thy : let her not fee me in the light of a man, 
who barters the fentiments of his foul for for- 
did views of avarice or ambition ; and, ufing 
means proportioned to the bafenefs of his end, 
forges a falfehood to excufe his attendance on 
her, feduces an heirefs to give him clandeftine 
afiignations, and in a place guarded, doub- 
ly guarded at this time, by the facred and in- 
violable laws of hofpitality from fuch unwor- 
thy purpofes. 

I will clear my conduft, though at the ha- 
zard of expofing her whofe love for me de^ 
ferves a different treatment : let her be the 
viftim of that indifcretion by which (he has 

ruined me and can I be thus bafe ?— caa 

I betray the believing unfufpe&ing heart- » 
my mind is* diftraQed — but why do I fay be- 
tray \ I know Lady Anne's greatnefs of mind 
D 2 ^ 
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and for Lady Julia— —yes, the fecret will 
be as fafe with them as in my own bofom. 

Shall I own all my folly ? I cannot, though 
fhe fhall never know my paffion for herfelf, 
fupport one moment the idea of Lady Julia's 
imagining I love another. 

Twill go to Lady Anne, as foon as fhe is 
up, and beg her to convince her lovely friend 
my meeting this lady was accidental : I will 
not, if I can avoid it, fay more. 

I cannot fee her before this explanation. I 
will ride out, and breakfaft with fome friend^ 
I would not return till they are gone back to 
their apartments, that I may fee Lady Anne 
alone. 

Twelve o'Clock. 

Lady Anne has probed me to the quick : 1 
have trufted her without referve as to this af- 
fair, 1 have begged her to vindicate me to 
Lady Julia, who is walking in the garden 
with fome ladies of the neighbourhood ; we 
aFe going to follow them, I am to take the 
ladies afide, whilft Lady Anne pleads my 
caufe^ (he calls me. Farewell, 
Twelve at Night. 

She forgives me, and! am mod happy. 
Lady Anne has told her all, and has had the 
goodnefs to introduce me to her as we walk- 
ed unobferved by the ladies who .were with 
us. I have killed her hand as a feal of my 
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pardon. TFhat moment ! O Mordaunt 1 
with what difficulty did I reftrain the tranf- 
port of my foul ! 

Yes, my friend, £he forgives me, a fweet 
benign ferenity reigns in her lovely eyes ; (he 
approves my conduQ ; (he is pleafed with the 
concern I fhew at giving pain to the heart 
which loves me ; herchearfulnefs is returned', 
and has reftored mine ; flie rules every move- 
ment of my heart as (he pleafes : never did I 
pafs fo happy a day. I am all joy ; no fad 
idea can enter ; I have fcarce room even for 
the tender compaffion I owe to her I have 
made wretched, I am going to bed, but 
without the lead expectation of deep : joy 
will now have the fame effect as I laft night 
found from a contrary caufe. Adieu l- 

To Col. Felly* lie. 

Ihurfday Morning* 
Have reconciled the friends : the fcene was 



i 



amazingly pathetic and pretty : I am only 
forry I am too lazy to defcribe it. " He kiffed 
her hand, without her (hewing the leaft fymp- 
tomof anger; (he bluftied indeed, but if I 
underftand blufhes — in (hort, times are prodi- 
gioufly changed. 
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* The ftrange miffes were of infinite ufe, as 
they broke the continuity of the tender fcene 
(if I may be allowed the expreflion) which 
however entertaining to Les Amies, would 
have been fomething fickly to my ladyfhip, if 
it had lailed. 

And now having united, it mufl be my 
next work to divide them ; for ferioufly I am 
apt to believe, the dear creatures are in im- 
menfe danger of a kind of Penchant for each 
other, which would not be quite fo conveni- 
ent. 

I have fome thoughts, being naturally fen- 
timental and generous, of taking Harry my- 
felf, merely from companion to Lady Julia. 
Widows, you know, are in fome degree the 
property of handfome young fellows, who 
have more merit than fortune; and there 
would be fomething very heroic in devoting 
my felf to fave my friend. I always told you, 
Bellville, I was more an antique Roman thau 
a Briton. But 1 muft leave you : I hear La- 
dy Julia coming to fetch me : we breakfaft a 
Trio in a bower of rofes. 

O heavens! the plot begins to thicken-— 
Lucretia's dagger — Rofamonda's bowl ! Har- 
ry has had a letter from his charmer vows 
ihe can't live without him— determined ta 
die unlefs the barbarous man relents —This 
cruel Harry will be the death of us alK - : ■ ■ 
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Did I tell you we were going to a baH to-* 
hight, fix or feven miles off ? She has heard 
it, and intends to be there: tells him (he 
fhall there expect the fentence of life or death 
from his lovely eyes : the fignal is appointed : 
if his fa vage heart is melted, a,nd he pities her 
bufferings, he is to dance with her, and be 
mafter of her divine perfon and eighty thoufand 
pounds to-morrow, if not— — but (he ex- 
pires at the idea — (he entreats him to foften 
the cruel ftroke, and not give a mortal 
wound to the tendered of hearts by dancing 
with another. 

You would die to fee Harry's diftrefs— fo 
anxious for the tender creature's life, fo in- 
cenfed at his own wicked attractions, fo per- 
plexed how to pronounce the fatal fentence 
—for my part I have had the utmoft difficul- 
ty to keep my countenance Lady Julia, 

who was to have been his partner, fighing 
with him over the letter, intreating hinl not 
to dance, pitying the unhappy love-fick maid, 
her fine eyes glittering with a tear of tender 
fympathy. 

The whole fcene is too ridiculous to be. 
conceived, and too fooli(h even to laugh at :\ 
I could ftand it no longer, fo retired, and 
left them to their foft fonows. 

You may talk of women, but you men ' 
are, as much the dupes of -your ovm nmvWj *& 
D 4. «« 
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the weakeft amongft us can be. Heaven and 
earth ! that with Harry's underftanding and 
knowledge of the world, he can be ferioufly 
alarmed at fuch a letter. I thought him 
more learned in the arts " of wilful woman 
" labouring /or her purpofe." Nor is ftie 
the kind of woman -> I think I know more 
of the nature of love, than to imagine her ca- 
pable of it. If there was no oth,er lover to be 
had indeed,— but he is led aftray by the 
dear felf- complacency of contemplating the 
furprifing effects of his own charms. 

1 fee he is fhocked at my infenfibility, 
and fancies I have a moft unfeeling heart, 
but I may live to have my revenge. Adieu ! 
I am going to my toilet. " Now awful beau- 
V ty puts on all its arms." 

Five o Clock. 

The coach is at the door : Harry is drefled 
for execution ; always elegant, he is to-day 
ftudioufly fo : a certain proof to be fure that his 
vanity is weaker than his compaflion : he is 
however right, if ftie muft die, he is to be 
commended for looking as well as he can, to 
juftify a paffion which is to have fuch fatal 
effe&s : he fees I obferve his drefs, and has the' 
grace to blufh a little. Adio ! Caro 1 
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To CqjL Belly i LLC. 

Fri 'ay morning. 

WE are again at Belmont. But oh, 
how changed! all our heroic s de- 
ftroyed poor Harry, I can't look at 

him without laughing. 

Our journey thither was penfive, our con- 
vention fentimental : we entered the ball 
room trembling with apprehenfion, where 
the firft objeft which ftruck our eyes, was 
the tender, love-fick, dying maid, liftening 
with the moft eagef attention to Fondville, 
who was at the very moment killing her hand : 
her whole foul in her eyes, her heart flut- 
tering with a pleafure which (he could not 
conceal, and every feature on the full flretch 
of coquetry. 

An involuntary frown clouded the lovely 
countenance of my Harry, which was not 
ieflened by his obferving a malicious fmile on 
mine : he advanced however towards her, 
when fhe, not doubting his defign was to 
a(k her to dance, told him in a faltering voice,, 
with a mixed air of triumph and involution,, 
her.eyes fixed on her fan, that fhe was ea- 
gaged to Lord Fondville. 

D 5 Harry 
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Harry was thunderftruck : a glow of indig- 
nation flufhed his cheek, and he left her 
without deigning to make her any reply ; 
which I obfervitog, the fearing fhe might 
mifinterpret his filence, and that the idea of 
his fuppofed difappointment might flatter the 
creature's vanity, took care to explain to her 
that he was engaged to Lady Julia before we 
came : a piece of information which made 
her feel to the quick, even through the plea- 
fure of dancing with a Lord ; a pleafure which 
has inconceivable charms for a citizen's daugh- 
ter, and which love itfelf, or what fhe plea- 
Jes to call love, could not enable her to refift. 

The attention of all the company was now 
turned on Harry, and Lady Julia, who 
were dancing a minuet :*the beauty of thetr 
perfons, the eafy dignity of their air, the vL- 
vid bloom of their cheeks, the fpirit which 
jhone in their eyes, the inimitable graces of 
their movement, which received a thoufand 
aditional charms, from (what I hope no 
one obferved but myfelf,) their defire of plea- 
fing each other, gave me an idea of perfec- 
tion in dancing which never before entered 
my imagination : all was ftill as , night ; not 
a voice, not a motion, through the whole af- 
fembly. The fpe&ators feemed afraid eveji 
to breathe, left their attention fhould be one 
moment fufpended : Envy herfelf feemed 
dead, or to confine hex uitatinctto \5c^ W 

fore* 
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fom of Mifs Weflbrpok. The minuet ended, 
a ^ murmur of apptaufe ran through the room, 
which, by calling up her bluihes, gave a 
thoiifand new charms to Lady Julia, which I 
obferved to the cit, adding alfo aloud that it 
was impoflible any body fhould think of dan- 
cing minuets after them j in which -fentiment 
every body concurring, we began] country 
dances; Harry never looked fo lovely; his 
beauty, and the praties lavifhed on hirn^ having 
awak^ne^ a, fpark of that flame^ which her 
ambition had ftifled for a moment, the girl 
endeavoured, at the beginning of the evening, 
to attract his notice, but in vain : I had the 
pleafure to fee him.jiegleQ; ^11 her little>artSj 
and treat her with an air of unaffe&ed iindif- 
ference, whiqh I knew muft £ut her to thd 
foul. She theri endeavoured tor pique him by 
the moft flaming advances to Fondville, : 
which, knowing your capricious fex as I do, 
rather alarn&d me ; I driefefare: determined* 
to deftroy the effecl of her arts by playing offy 
in opppfition, a morejrefiired fpecies of coquet 
try; which turned all Fondville's < attention on 5 , 
myfelf, and faved Harry from the fnare flie 
was laying fpr him, a fiiare of all others tjie» 
hardeft to efcape. . r. , ;,: . • 

When I faw I had by the moft delicate flat- 
tery chained Fondville. ,to my carr for : the> 
night, and by playing off a f e^ QprtAv^ *\xv 
infpiced him with the ftroxv&A cowwcv^ ^ 
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his city partner, I threw ray felf into a chair, 
where affe&ing an excefs of languor and fa- 
tigue, and wondering at the amazing confti- 
tutions of the country ladies, I declared my 
intention of dancing no more. 

Sir Charles Mellifont, who danced with me, 
fat down on one fide, and Fondville on the 
other, pouring forth a rhapfody of tender non- 
fenfe, vowing all other women were only foils 
to me, envying Sir Charles's happinefs, and 
killing my hand with an affe&ation of trans- 
port, which pleafed me, as I faw it morti- 
fied the cit, who fat fwelling with fpite in a 
window near, us, in a fituation of mind which 
1 could almoft have pitied. 

I fat a full hour receiving ' the homage of 
both my adorers, ray head -reclined, and my 
whole perfqn in*n attitude of the moft grace- 
ful negligence and inattention, when obferv- 
ing the Ctttadina ready to faint with envy and 
indignation, turning my eyes carelefsly ton her, 
O, heavens ! Fondville, faid I, you are an 
inhuman creature ; you have abfolutely for- 
got your partner : then ftarting up with Sir 
Charles rejoined the. dance with an air of eafy 
impertinence, which (he could not ftand, but 
burft into tears and withdrew. 

You muft know this affair was all of my; 
contriving ; I was determined to try the reality 
of fhe girl's paflfon, to quiet Harry's confei- 



( 8* ) 
cncc as to cruelty of reje&ing h«r fuir, and 
, remove thofe apprehenfions for her life, which 
feemed fo infinitely to diftrefs him. 

Full of thefe ideas, I wrote by one of my 
fervants to Fondville, immediately after Har- 
ry communicated to us the Cittadina's tra- 
gedy letter, commanding him to be at this 
bait, dreffed for conqueft, to enquire out Mifs 
Weftbrook, whom he had never feen, to 
pretend a fudden and violent pafHon for her, 
and to entreat the honour of being her part- 
ner : (hat it was a whim 1 had taken into my 
head, that I would explain my reafons another 
time, but infilled on his implicit obedience, 

4€ He came, he faw, he conquered,' ' as I 
imagined he would : " I knew her rage for ti- 
" tie, tinfel, and people of a certain rank,", 
and thai Fondville was exa&ly calculated for . 
the meridian of her tafte, underftanding and 
education. The overcharged fplendour of his 
drefs and equipage mud have infinite advanta-' 
ges, with one who had fo long breathed 
city air, over the genuine elegance of Harry 
Mandeville's ; nor was it poffible in the na- 
ture of things,, for the daughter of an ex- 
change broker to prefer eyen perfonal perfec- 
tion to the dazzling blaze of a coronet ; Har- 
ry's charms gave . way before the flattering 
idea of a title, and the gentle god refilled KU 
pkce to the greater power, Xrc&vuou 
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Things to be fare have taken rather a difa- 
greeable turn ; but (he muft thank her own 
inconftancy, and be content for the future with 
making love to one man at a time. 
. I have qnly one more fcene of .mortification 
in view of her, and my malice will be falls- 
fied ; I would invite her to a ball at Bellmont, 
let Harry dance with Lady Julia, take Fond- 
ville myfelf, and pair her with the mod difa- 
greeable fellow in the room. 

You haVe no notion how Harry's vanity is 
hjirt, tho' he ftrives all he can to hide it; 
piqued to death ; juft like one of us, who 
are pleafed with the love, though we diflike 
the lover : he begins to think it poflible fhe 
may furvive his cruelty. 

Lady Julia is all aftonifliment, had no idea 
of fuch levity— the amiable ignorant— how 
little flie knows us — the character of half the 
fex. Adio ! I am going with Lady Julia to 
pay fome morning vifits in the environs. 

Three o'Clock. 
Till this morning I had no notion how 
much Lord and Lady Belmont were beloved, 
or to fpeak with more propriety, adored in 
their neighbourhood: the eager enquiries of 
the good ladies after their return, their warm 
expreflions of efteem and veneration, are what 
you can fcarce conceive ; the faellof affe&ion, 
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which x their prefence reftrained, now breaks 
forth with redoubled impetuofity. 

There are really a great many agreeable 
people hereabouts : Belmont is the court of 
this part of the world, and employs its influ- 
ence as every court ought to do, in bringing 
virtue, politenefs, and elegant knowledge into 
fafhion. How forcible, how irrefiftible are fuch 
examples in fuperior life! who can know 
Lord and Lady Belmont without endeavour- 
ing to imitate them, and who can imitate 
them without becoming all that is amiable and 
pratfe worthy ? 

Do you know, Bellville, I begin extremely 
to diflike myfelf ? I have good qualities, and 
a benevolent heart, but have exerted the for- 
mer fo irregularly, and taken fo little pains to 
rule and direQ the virtuous impulfes of the 
latter, that they have hitherto anfwered very 
little purpofe either to myfelf or others. I feel 
I am a comet, mining, but ufelefs, or perhaps 
deftru&ive, whilft Lady Belmont is a benig- 
nant ftar. 

But, for heaven's fake, how came the fpirit 
of refle&ion to feize me ? There is fomething 
" in this air. — O Cielo ! una Carrozza ! my dear 
Lord Belmont. I fly Adio ! 
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To George Mordaunt, Efq- 

7*{yiiJ. 

THEY are come ; the impatient villagers 
crowd the hall, eager to behold them, 
tranfport in every eye, whilft the noble pair 
fcarce retain the tender tear of glowing bene- 
volence. How lovely a pidure was the audi- 
ence they come from giving ! how fweet the 
intercourfe of warm beneficence and ardent 
gratitude f my heart melted at the fight 

This evening is devoted to joy ^ alone — 

O Mordaunt ! have I known this paradife 
only to he driven for ever from it ? 

I cannot to-night mention leaving Belmont^ 
to-morrow I will propofe it ; 1 am in doubt 
where to go ~; my father is abfent from 
camp on a vifit of a fortnight, to the Duke 
of ■ " , his Colonel. I have fome thoughts 

of going to Lord T— — \ till his return : 
perhaps I may come to town ; all places 
but- this are equal to me yet: I muft leave 
it ; I am every moment more fenfible of my 
danger: yes, Mordaunt, I love her, I can 
no longer deceive myfelf ; I love her with thQ 
fondeft paffion ; friendfhip is too cold a name 
for what I feel, too cold for charms like hers 
to infpire : yet heaven is my witnefs, lam 
incapable of a wi(h to Yver dtfataaftt*^*, >W 
happioefs is my firft, my onVj *Y>y*&.— -?Y 
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know not what I would fay,- — why does for- 
tune for ever oppofe the tender union of 
hearts ! 



To Col. Bellville. 

Saturday* 

TV /TY Lord has brought ,us a thoufand 
XV JL prefents, a thoufand books, a thou- 
fand trinketa, all in fo exquifite a tafte — He 
is the fwee^eft man in the world ceruinly — ■ 
Such de^h't in obliging —— /Tis happy for 
you he is not thirty years younger and dffen- 
gaged , I fhould infallibly have a paffion-— 
He has brought Harry the divined hprfe ; we 
. have been feeing him ride, " fpring from 
the ground like feather' d Mercury"— you can 
have no conception how handfome he looks 

. on horfe-back — poor Lady Julia*s> little in- 
juocent heart— I can't fay I was absolutely m- 
fenfible myfelf — you know I am infinitely 
fond of beauty, and vaftly above diflembling 
it : indeed it feems immenfely abfurd that one 
is allowed to be charmed with living, perfec- 
tion in every fpecies but our own, and that 
there one mult admire only dead colours : one 
may talk in raptures of a lifelefs Adonis,, and 
not of a breathing Harry Mandeville. Is not 
this a de/picable kind of pt\i&^> ^ w* 

ptrtj I think nature's co\ouiuv£ n*$Vj Y«- 
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ferable to the nobleft attempts of art, and am 
not lefs fenfible to the graces of a fine form 
becaufe it is animated. Adieu t we are going 
to dine at the hermitage : Lord Belmont is to 
be my Cecilbeo. 



To GeorgeMordaunt, Efq; 

HO W inconfiftent is the human mind f 
I cannot leave Belmont, I cannot give 
lip the delight of beholding her : I fancy a 
foftnefs in her manner which raifes the moft 
flattering ideas ; (he blufties when her eyes *; : \ 
meet mine — — Though I fee the madnefs of 
hope, I indulge it in fpite ofmyfelf. No one 
can deferve her; yet, as Lord Belmont ho- 
nours me with his efteem, I would perfuade 
rnyfelf fortune alone forbids — I will ftruggle 
with impoffibilities ; I have many and pow- 
erful friends ; we have a prince in^ the early 
prime of life, the feafon of generous virtue ; 
a prince to whom the patriot glow, and that 
difinterefled loyalty, which is almoft my whole 
inheritance,<annot but be the ftrongeft re- 
commendations ; to him it may be merit to 
have fuffered when the bafeft of the people rofe 
on the ruins of their country : thofe ample 
poffeffions, which would have defcended to 
the 9 and might have ra\fe& m^ Yvo^& vo &\si 
moft angelic of womatvVAtvA^ vjw^ ^efcv- 
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oufly fpent in endeavouring to fupport thfe 
throne, when (hook by the rage of fadion 
and narrow-minded bigotted enthufiafm : the 
younger branch of our family efcaped the 
ftorm by having a minor at his head : to this 
accident the partiality of an apceftor, and the 
military talents of his father, Lord Belmont 
owes the affluence he fo nobly enjoys, and 
which I only, of' all mankind, have caufe to 
regret. 

Thefe circumftances raife a flattering hope 
— my views are confufed, but I will purfue 
the track. If I fucceed, I may openly avow my 
paffion ; if not, the fecret of my love (hall die 
with me : never, my friend, will I attempt 
her heart by unworthy means : let me endea- 
vour to deferve, and leave to heaven to deter- 
mine, whether I (hall poflefs the nobleft gift 
it has to beftow. Farewell. 



i 



To George Mordaunt, Efq; 

Auguft \fl: 
Have heard from my father on the fubjefit 
of' Lady Mary's intended fettlement, who 
extremely difapproves my intention of entire- 
ly declining it, which he thinks cannot be 
founded on any motives worthy of me % h\it 
on sl falfe pride of difdaimng xo >rc «Mfc^^% 
*hkh is ia this cafe unjuft, and gc^vYj >wS«sw 
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my chara&er : that I might as well obje& to 
receiving a part of his eftate, which he intends 
to fettle on me at the fame time : he fays Lord 
Belmont a&s properly, and confidently with 
himfelf, and does not at all mean to break in 
on that independence which can never be too 
highly valued : that Lady Julia would fcarce 
perceive fuch an addition to her already fplen- 
did fortune, whjlft this fettlement fixes in 
fbme degree of affluence the elder branch of 
the family, which loft its fuperiority, by the 
jnjuftice of an anceftory and that heroic loy- 
alty which has ever cha rafter ifed our houfe. 
That he will talk further with me on this fub- 
jeft when we meet, but in the mean time 
advifes me, as a friend zealous for my inte- 
reft, yet not the lefs attentive to my honour, 
and the propriety of my condufi, to accept 
the immediate fettlement of five hundred 
pounds a year, which will enable me to be fer- 
viceable to my country ; but to poftpone to 
fome diftant time fettling the whole, and to 
infift that Lady Mary be convinced I deferve 
her friendftiip, before fhe laviflies it fo pro- 
jfufely on me. 

This advice gives me pleafure, as it coin- 
cides with my own prefent fentiments ; eager 
to purfue my fcheme of rifing to fuch ..coTjfe- 
quence as mayjuftify ray hopes of the only] 
event defirable to me \n xVvs vjo\\A v V>m 
happy in the thought ©i a^*™^* *«**-• 
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light in whidi I can attra& the notice of my 
prince; and by fteadily ferving him and my 
country, whcffe true intereft muft ever be the 
fame, deferve that favour on which all my 
defigns are founded. 

The time not being yet arrived when I can 
ferve the nobleft caufe in the fenate, I will go 
to Germany, and endeavour firft to fignalize 
myfelf in the manner mod fuited to my period 
of life, the feafon of aQion, not of counfel : 
it is fhameful at my age, to recline in the 
flowery bower of indolence, when the whole 
world is in arms; I have not yet begun to 
live ; my time has hitherto beenlefs pafs'd in 
a&ing, lhan in preparing to a£k my part on 
the great theatre of human life. 

O Mordaunt ! (hould I fucceed in my 
views ! fhould, the hour come when I may 
openly avow my paflion for the moft lovely 
of womankind! this , is the fweet hope which, 
fires my foul, and animates me to the glorious 
purfuit. Why do clofeted moralifts, Gran- 
gers to the human heart, rail indifcriminately 
at love? when infpired by, a worthy object, 
it leads to every thing that is great and noble ; 
warmed by the defire of being approved by 
her, there is nothing I would not attempt. I . 
will^oday write to my father for his confent, 
and embark immediately for the army. 
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I have juft received your letter; you call 
tny defign madnefs, the light in which every 

. animated purpofe will appear to minds inac- 
tive, unimpaffioned, and funk in the lethar- 
gic claim of lifelefs tranquillity.— Mordaunt, 
you fpeak the cold language of a heart at reft : 
talk not of impoflibilities ; nothing is impofli- 
ble to a foul impelled by the moft lively of all 
paflions, and ardent in a purfuit on which its 
whole happinefs depends ; nothing is impof- 
ble to him who afpires to pleafe the moft 
lovely, the moft amiable, the moft exalted of 
her fex. 

I feel, I know I fhall be fuccefsful ; I aj(k 
not advice, but declare my fettled purpofe : I 
am already determined, and if your friendftiip 
be warm as mine, you will not torture me by 
further oppofition. My father alone has pow- 
er to change my refolution, but it is a power 
he will not exert: I (hall afk his permiffion, 
but inform him at the fame time, that, by 
Tefufing, he cuts off all the hope of my future 
days, and chains me down to a life of taftelefs 
infenfibility. 

I know him well ; he will advife, he will 
remonftrate, if he difappreves ; but he will 
leave me that freedom of choice which is the 
inherent right of every rational being, and 
which he never, in one inftance, invaded, 
when I was much lefs capable of judging for : 

mytelf. 
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Feat fill however left he fhould difapprove 
my paffion for Lady Julia, I fhall not declare 
it to him at prefent ; but, as I never will even 
tacitly deceive him, I fhall tell him I have a 
motive to this defign, which I beg his leave to 
conceal from him till I have a profpeft of (uo* 
eefs. 

I this morning mentioned leaving Belmont, 
but my lord infills on my flaying a few days 
longer, which are devoted to domeftic happi- 
nefs. I cannot refufe without making him 
fufpe& fome latent caufe ; nor will it make 
any difference in my plan, fince I mufl wait 
fomewhere an anfwer from my father, which 
will reach Belmont about the time I fhall^iowr 
leave it. To morrpw fe'nnight expe& me in 
town : I fhall flay but two nights : I need lit- 
tle preparation : my equipage and attendance 
are already greatly beyond my fortune, and 
rather fuited to what you call the madnefs of 
my expectations : itoy .father, the mofl gene- 
rous of mankind, has always proportioned 
my expences more to my birth tha,n his mo- 
derate income: as my companions have ever 
been of the firfl rank, he has fupported me 
greatly above myfelf, and on a full equality 
with them, l^ft.I fhould be dazzled to mean 
compliances with their faults^, by the falte 
fplendor they might receive from a fuperion- 
ty in thefe outward diftin&ions. 
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Did I tell you Lord Belmont had prefented 
me with a beautiful Arabian horfe, which he 
bought when in town ? What delight has he 
in giving pleafure toothers! what addition, 
if that can admit addition to the happinefs of 
the man who is bleft with Lady Julia, will it 
be, lobe fo nearly allied to worth like Lord 
Belmonf'sl 

O Mordauntl were it pofliblef— «-it is, it 
rouft — — I will not give room to the fainteft 
idea of difappointment. 

Adieu ! I have this moment a letter from 
tny father, which Imuft anfwer te-night. 

^2 <0 <Cp Cp ^5 a H "■ tt% <t3 ^S °° O ^5 €P ^2 %£ Cb Q 

To Henry Mandeville, Efq; 

Ro/tierry-bouft* 
Tut [Jay. 

IT gives me the warmeft pleafure, my deaT 
Ton, to find you are pleafed with the ex- 
pensive education I have given you, though it 
reduces your fortune considerably below what 
it might otherwife have been: I confidered 
that' wealth, if neceflary to happinefs, which 
tdo not believe, might be acquired ; but that 
the flying hours of youth, the feafon of in- 
jRru&ion, are never to be recalled. 
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I have the happinefs to fee you reward and 
joftify my cares by a generous freedom of 
thinking, and noWenefs of fentiment, which 
the common methods of education might 
have crampt, or perhaps totally deftroy'd. It 
has always Appeared to me, that our under- 
{landings are fettered by fyftems, and our. 
hearts corrupted by example : and that there 
needs no more to minds well difpofed than to 
recover their native freedom, and think and 
*6t for themfelves. Pull of this idea, I have 
inftru&ed you how, but never what to think ; 
I have pointed out the road which leads to 
truth, but have left you to difcover her abode 
by your own ftrength of mind : even on the 
moft important of all fubjeds, I have faid no 
more, than that convi&ion muft be on the fide 
of that religion, which teaches the pureft and 
moft benevolent morality, is moft conducive 
to the general happinefs of mankind, and gives 
the moft fublime idea of the Deity. 

Convinced that the feeds of virtue are in- 
nate, I have only watched to cherifti the ri- 
ling (hoots, and prune, but with a trembling 
hand, the too luxuriant branches. 

By virtue I would here be underflood to 
mean, not a partial attention to any one duty 
of lif6, but that reQitude of heart, which 
Wads us to fulfil all, as far as the frailty of hu- 
man nature will permit, and which \**w&- 
' Vol. I E fcwx 
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ftant monitor of our faults. Confucius has 
. well obferved, that virtue does not confiftin 
never erring, which is impoffible, but in re- 
covering as faft as we can from our errors. 

With what joy, my. deareft Harry, did I ear- 
ly fee you in that warmth of temper, which 
is alone produ&ive of every extraordinary ex- 
ertion of the human mind, the proper foil of 
genius and the virtues ; that heat from which 
light is infeparable ! 

I have only one fear for. you ; inured to a 
habit of profufe expence, I dread your being 
unable to practice that frugality, which will 
now be indifpenfable. To Lady Mary's in- 
tended fettlementl will add a third of my ef* 
tate, but even that is below your birth, stnd 
the manner of life to which you are habitua- 
ted. But why do I doubt you I I know your 
generofity of fpirit, and fcorn of every fpecies 
of flavery ; that you will not defcend to be in- 
debted, to with-hold a moment the price 
of laborious indtjftry, pr leflfen the honeft 
profit of the. trader, by a delay yet more def- 
tru&ive to yourfelf than to him. a 

I intended to become a part of the legiflativc 
power, you are doubly bound, to keep your- 
felf from all temptation of corruption or de- 
pendance, by living wil&iq your income.; the 
ampleft eftate is wr$tched { penury , if exceeded 
by the experices.of its poffefibr* . „ 



.(99) 
Need 1 fay more to recommend ceconomy 
to a fpirit like yours, than that it is the foun- 
tain of liberality, and the parent of indepen- ; 
dence ? 

You enquire after the place where I am 2 it 
is, except Belmont, the fweeteft fpot I ever 
beheld, but in a different ftile : the fituatioji 
is rather beautiful than magnificent. There 
is a mild elegance, a refined fimplicity in the 
air of all around, ftrongly expreffive of the 
mind of its amiable poffeflbr ; a poetic wild- 
nefs, a luxuriant glow, like that of primeval 
nature, adorned by the hand of the Graces. 

The fame fpirit of liberty breathes here as 
with you: we are all perfectly at home ; our. 
time is fubjefit to no reftraint but that which 
our defire of obliging each other makes a vo- 
luntary impofition. 

I am now atone, fitting in an arbour, atten- 
tive to the lively chant of the birds, who fwell 
their little throats with a morning hymn of 
gratitude to their creator: whilft I liften, I 
think of fhofe fweet lines of Cowley : 

€ AH round the little winged choir^ * 
' Pathetic tender thoughts infpire : 
< With eafe the infpiration I obey, 
e A nd fi ng as unconcern'd and as well pleas'd 
* '. 'as they.* 

E 2 v ^> 
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'Tis yet early day : the flocks and herds are 
fpreading over the diftant meadows, and join- 
ing the univerfal fong of praife to the benefi- 
cent Lord of nature. 

Rejoicing in the general joy, I adore the 
God who has extended fo wide the circle of 
happinefs, and endeavour to regulate my own 
defires by attending to the fimplicity of their*. 

When I fee the dumb creation, my dear 
Harry, purfuing fteadily the purpofes of their 
heing, their own private happinefs, and the 
good of their peculiar fpecies, I am aftoniflied 
ajt the folly and degeneracy of man, who afls 
in general fo dire&ly contrary to both ; for 
both are invariably united. 

The wife and benevolent creator has placed 
the fupreme felicity of every individual in thofc 
lundjdomeftic focial affeQions, %which tend to 
the ; well-b,eing of the whole. Whoever pre- 
sumes fo, deviate from this plan, the plan of 
God and nature, ftvall find fatiety, regret, or 
difappointtmnt Jiis reward. 

I this moment received yourletter : you judge 
perfe&ly well in faying, there is an a&ivity and 
reftlefsnefs in the mind of man, which makes 
it impoflibJe for him to be happy in a ftate of 
abfolute ina&ibn : fome point of view, fome 
favourite purfuit is neceflary to keep the mind 
^wake. 'Tis on this principle alone one can 



i 
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account for what fcems (o extraordinary to the 
eyes of impartial reafon, that avarice and 
ambition ftiould be the vices of age, that men 
ihould mod ardently purfue riches and ho- 
nours at the time when they have the lead 
profped of enjoying them ; the lively paffions 
of youth fubfiding, fome a&ive principle mud 
be found to replace them; and where that 
warm benevolence of heart is wanting, which 
is a perpetual fource of ever new delight, I do 
not wonder they engage in the chafe of wealth 
and power, though fure fo foon to melt from 
their grafp. 

The firft purpofe of my heart, next to that 
fuperior and general one of making myfelf ac- 
ceptable to my creator, was to render the moft 
angelic of women, your lovely mother, hap- 
py, in that heaven was pleafed to difap point 
my hopes, by taking her to itfelf ; my fecond 
has been to make you the mod amiable of 
men, in which, I am not afraid to fay to 
yourfelf, I have been fuccefsful, beyond my 
mod fanguine wifhes. 

Adieu, my dear fon ! may you fucceed in 
every purpofe of your foul as fully as I have 
done in this, and be as happy as your virtues 
have made your father ! 



E 3 "** 
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To Col. Bellville. 

O Heavens! Bellville! Nay, there is ab- 
solutely no refilling a man that carries 
one off. Since you have mentioned the thing, 
I fhall not abate you a fcruple. There is no 
faying how charming it will be : let common 
beauties infpire whining, fubmiffive, refpeS- 
ful paffions ; but let me— heaven ! earth ! 
to be run away with at four-and-twenty— a 
paragraph in the papers.——' Yefterday the 

* celebrated Lady Anne Wilmot was forcibly 

* carried off by a gentleman who had long in 
4 ,vain deprecated her pity : if any thing can 

* excufe fo atrocious an a&ion, the unrivalled 
f beauty of the lady.' . Dear Bellville! 
when do you begin your adventure ? 

But, . in fober fadnefs, how Come you fo 
flippant on the fudden ? Thus it is with you 
all ; ufe you ill, and not a fpaniel can be more 
Under command : but the lead encouragement 
quite ruins you. There is no faying a civil 
thing, but you prefume on one's favour fo in- 
tolerably. 

Why, yes, as you fay, the hours pad plea* 
fantly enough at Sudley farm. . Pretty rufaS 
fcenes, tender Platonic chat, perfeft confi- 
dence, the harmony of fouls in unifon ; infi- 
nite flattery on your (vde, *w<i \«k^V\c\\. belief 
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on mine : the brightly god of love gave wings 
to the rapid hours. The gentle Mufes too— - 
I think, Bellviile, you are a pretty enough 
poet for a man of fafliion ; flowery, mild, 
not overburdened with ideas. 

€ O, can you forget the fond hours, 
* When all by yon fountain we ftray'd. 
I wifli I could remember the reft ; but you 
are a cruel creature, never will leave me a co- 
py of any thing, dreading the feverity of my 
criticifm : nay, you are right ; yours are ex- 
cellent verfes, as Moliere fays, to lock up in 
your bureau. 

Nine at Night. 

Peace to the gentle fpirit of him who in- 
vented cards! the very bond of peace, and 
cement of fociety. 

After a philofophical enquiry into the Aim- 
mum bonum, 1 find it to cpnfift in play: the 
more fublime pleafures require relaxation, are 
only for holyday wear, come but now and 
then, and keep the mind too much expand- 
ed : all other delights, all other amufements, 
pall ; but play, dear, divine, feraphic play, is 
always new, the fame to-day, to-morrow and 
for ever. 

It reconciles parties, removes diftin&ions, 
and reftores what my lord calls the natural 
equality of mankind. 

E \ \\*^ 
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I have only one fault to find with it, that 
for the time it extremely weakens,, or rather 
totally fufpends, the impreffions of beauty: 
the fined woman in the world, whilft at the 
card- table, is regarded by the moil fufceptible 
man only as a being which is to lofe its money. 

You will imagine fuccefs produced thefe 
wife reflections : yes, we have been playing a 
. mod engaging pool at quadrille in the wood, 
where I have with the utmoft compofure won 
an immenfity. If I go on thus, all objections 
to our union will be removed : I (hall be lite- 
rally a fortune in myfelf. 

Without vanity, I have fome little fkilf in 
the game ; but, at prefent, there is no great 
degree of merit in winning of the friends, who 
happened to be of my party, with an abfurd 
conceited fquire,'who loves quality, and thinks 
it the greateft honour in the world that I will 
condefcend to win his money. We had four 
tables under the (hade of a fpreading oak. 

I can no more. ■■ 

Adieu, 

We have had a penitential letter from the 
Cittadina, with another from Papa, offering 
thirty thoufand pounds at ^itfetvt^ and fifty 
thoufand pounds at bU AsaAfcv, otv cot&\\\q* 
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Lord Belmont will get Harry an Irifh title : 
knows its a bad match, but wont baulk hi* 
girl's fancy ; and befides, confiders Harry has 
good blood in his veins : we rejected it po- 
litely, but with a little of the Mandeville ftate- 
linefs. 

O Heavens! Fondville's valet — A billet- 
doux. — I (hall be cruel,— This murderous 
form— — I muft abfolutely hide myfelf, or 
wear a maflc in pity to mankind. — My Lord 

has taken the letter He brings it me — 

He is on the flairs How ! gone on to La- 
dy Belmont's apartment ! —A billet, and not to 
me! — What can it mean ? — Can the dear 
man be falfe ? 

The infidel! Yes, he has left me — forgot 
his vows. — This bewitching Lady Julia ; it is 
really an heroic exertion of virtue not to hate 
her. Could you have thought it poffible— 
but read his cruel letter. 



To the Earl of Belmont. 
My Lord, 

YOUR Lordfliip will be perhaps furprized 
— Yet why furprized ? Lady Julia is 
abfolutely an immenfe fine creature: and 
though marriage, to thofe who know life, 
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cannot but feem an impertinent affair, and 
what will fubjeft me to infinite ridicule ; yet 
cuftom, and what one owes to one's rank, and 
keeping up a family !■ 

In (hort, my Lord, people of a certain con- 
fequence being above thofe romantic views 
which pair the vulgar, I chofe rather to apply 
to your Lordfliip than the Lady, and flatter 
myfelf my eftate will bear the ftrifteft infpec- 
tion : not but that I aflure your Lordfhip, I 
fet a due value on Lady Julia's charms ; and 
though I have vifited every court in Europe, 
and feen all that is lovely in the beau fex, ne- 
ver yet beheld the fair whom! would fo foon 
wifti to fill the rank of Lady Vifcountefs 
Fondville as her Lady(hip r 

If my pretenfions are fo happy as to be fa- 
vourably received by your Lordfliip, I will 
beg leave to waft on Lady Julia to-morrow, 
and my lawyer fhall attend your Lordfliip's 
wherever and whenever you pleafe to appoint. 
Believe me, my Lord, with the moft perfeft 
devotion, 

Your Lordftiip's 

moft Obedient and 

very Humble ^ervan t, 

FONDVItLB; 
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To Lord Vifcount Fondville. 

My Lord, 

I Am the laft man in the world to whom it 
was neceffary to apologize for an intention 
of entering into a ftate which I have experien- 
ced, and is productive of fuch exquifite felicity. 
" My daughter's choice is perfectly free, nor 
fhall I ever do more than advife her, in an 
affair of fuch confequence to herfelf ; but from 
what I know of her charaQer, think it highly 
improbable fhe fhoiild approve the pretentions 
of a man who profeffes being above thofe ten- 
der affections which alone can make happy 
fenfibiljty like hers. 

Allow me to take the liberty of obferving, 
in anfwer to the latter part of your Lordfhip's 
letter, that there are few ranks which. Lady 
Julia Mandeville has not a right to fill. I am, 
my Lord, 

Your Lordfhip's 

mod Obedient and 
devoted Servant, 
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Don't come to Belmont I charge yon, I 
fhall have this invincible Lady Julia feduce 
you too. Befides I have fome reafons why I 
chufe our attachment fhould not yet come to 
a crifis ; till when, I will take Lady Belmont's 
advice and be prudent : obey in filence ; let 
me have no more fighs till the milder influ- 
ence of the heavens difpofe hie to be gracious. 
I am always in good humour in Autumn; 
your fate may poflibly be determined in little 
more than a month : afk no queftions : fuf- 
pend your paflion, or at lead the outward ex> 
preffion of it, and write to me in Amico. 

Adieu ! 

To George Mordaunt, Efq. 

IHave been riding alone with Lord Belmont 
this morning, a pleafure I very often en- 
joy, and on which I fet infinite value : in 
thofe hours of perfeft confidence, I am cer- 
tain of being inftru&ed and amufed, by a train 
of ideas uncommon, enlarged, noble, bene- 
volent ; and adapted to infpire me wwh a love 
of virtue, by (hewing her in her native charms : 
I fhall be all my life the wifer and worthier 
man, for the hours I have paffed at Belmont. 

But, O Mordaunt I fhall 1 be the happieft? 
that is in the bofom of futurity : a thoufand 

time* 
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times have I been tempted, in thofe hours 
of indulgent friendfhip, to open all my heart 
to Lord Belmont* 

I know his contempt of wealth, and how 
little lie thinks it conducive to happinefs. 
' Heaven/ faid he to me this very morning, 
' has bleffed me with affluence : I am thank- 
ful, and endeavour to deferve, by applying 
an ample portion of it to the purpofesof bene- 
ficence. But for myfelf my pleafures are of 
fo unexpenfive and fimple a kind, that a di- 
minution of fortune would take very little 
from my private felicity : Health, content, 
the fweets of focial and domeftic life, the only 
enjoyments fuited to the nature of man, are 
and ought to be within the reach of all the 
fpecies : yes, my dear Mr. Mandeville ; it 
gives a double relifh to all my pleafures, to re- 
fle& that they are fuch as every man may en- 
joy if he will.' 

Can this man, my dear Mordaunt, facri- 
fice the real happinefs of his child, the calm 
delight of domeftic friendfhip on which he 
fets fuch value himfelf, to the gaudy trappings 
of taftelefs grandeur? Did (he approve my 
paffion, I fhould hope every thing from the 
moft indulgent of fathers. 

He has refufed Lord Fondville for Lady Ju- 
lia, whofe fortune is as large as avarice itfelf 
could defire : good heaven, that fuch a man^ 
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without one other recommendation, without 
a foul to tafte even the charms of her perfon, 
can afpire to all that can be imagined of per- 
fe&ion? 



To Col. Bjellville. 

Tburfday Afternoon. 

OCiel ! I faint ! what a world do we live 
in ! How many unavoidable enemies to 
enjoyment ! It is fomeiimes too cold, fome- 
times too hot to be happy : One is never pleaf- 
ed a week together. I fhall abfolutely grow a 
fnarfmg philofopher, and find fault with every 
thing. 

The unconfcionable lovers have dragged 
me crofs an open meadow, expofed to the fun's 
burning rays — no mercy on my complexion — 
Lady Julia, fure for her own fake, — yet (he 
is laughing at my diftrefs. I am too languid 
to fay more. — O for a cooling breeze ! 
* The whifpering zephyr, and the purling rill.' 
We are going to have an addition to our 
group of friends: Emily Howard, daughter 
to the late Dean of », a diftant relation 

and re&or of the parifli, being expe&ed to r 
morrow at Belmont : (he is Lady Julia's 
friend in the moft emphatical fenfe of the worcL 
Do yon know I feel exttercveVj mdvwai \» ^ t 
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jealous of her? and am angry with myfetf 
for fuch meannefs ? 



To Col. Bellville. 

Tue/Jay $d. 

SHE is come, this redoubtable Emily How- 
ard ; and, I find I have only a fecond 
place in Lady Julia's friendfhip : I would hate 
her if I could, but it is really impoffible : 
fhe is fo gentle, (he fteals one's affe&ion im- 
perceptibly, and one has the vexation to be 
forced to love her in fpite of one's felf. 

She has been here three days, and in that 
fhort time fhe has gained amazingly upon my 
heart : her perfon is little, finely proportion- 
ed, and delicate almoft to fragility ; her voice 
and manner foft and timid : her countenance 
a mixture of innocence and fweetnefs which 
would difarm the rage of a tyger : her heart 
is tender, kind, companionate ; and trem- 
blingly awake to friendfhip, of which fhe is 
univerfally the objeS : Lady Julia doats on 
her, nor am I farprized at it : fhe appears fo 
weak, fo helplefs, fo exquifitely feminine, it 
ieems cruelty not to be her friend : no one 
«ver faw her without wifhing her happinefs : 
"the love one has for her feems of a peculiar 
fjxcks, or moil nearly seferafete* tWvt&^SCv** 
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fondnefs one feels for a beautiful child : it is 
independent of efteem, for one loves her be- 
fore one knows her. It is the pleafanteft kind 
of affe&ion tbat can be conceived. 

Yet though (he is extremely handfome, or 
rather, to fuit the expreffion to her form, ex- 
tremely pretty, (he is very little the tafte of 
men ; her exceflive modefty renders both her 
beauty and underftanding in fome degree ufe- 
lefs to her ; " not obvious nor obtrufive," 
(he efcapes the obfervation of common eyes ; 
and though infinitely lovely, I never heard 
(he was beloved. 

For this very reafon, the women do her 
ample juiticej (he is no woman's rival, (lands 
in no body's way, which cannot fail of excit- 
ing a general good- will towards her, in her 
own fex ; they even allow her more beauty 
than (he really has, and take a delight in fet- 
ting her charms in opposition 10 every im- 
pertinent thing the men are fond of. Yes, 
" the girl* is very well, but nothing to Emily 
Howard ," is the common cry on the appear- 
ance of a new beauty. 

There is another ftrong reafon for loving 
her ; though exa& in her own conduct, (he 
has an indulgence to that of others, which is a 
confequence of her exceflive gentlenefc of tem- 
per, and her feeing every action on the favour* 
able fide : one could ovm <hk? * ^tofeX^W 
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almoft without blufliing, and at this very mo* 
ment I dare fay Lady Julia is confeffing to 
her her pafllon for Harry Mandeville, who i$ 
riding out with my Lord, I dare fay (he 
would find an excufe for my indifcretion in re- 
gard to you, and fee only the delicacy of our 
friendftiip. 

She fings and dances angelically, but fhe 
blufhes to deaih if you tell her fo. 

Such gentle unaffuming charadters as thefe, 
make the mod agreeable friends in the world ; 
they are the mild green of the foul, on which 
it refts itfelf from more glaring objeQs : one 
may be abfurd, one may be vain, one may 
be imprudent, fecure of being heard with in- 
dulgence : I know nothing which would make 
her more what I mean but her being a fool : 
however the indulgent fweetnefs of her temper 
anfwers almoft the fame purpofe. 

I am difcbnfolate that the Caro Enrico is 
going to defert us ; but the cruel man is in- 
flexible to all my foft perfuafions, and deter* 
mined to leave us on Wednefday. Adieu 1 

The fweet Emily is going on Thurfday for 
ten days to Sir George Martin's, and then ft* 
turns to finifh the fummer here. 

O, do you know that I am credibly inform- 
cd, her favourite Suivante having told it to 
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erne, who told it to another, who told ft to a 
good old gofiiping lady, who told it to me, 
that the Cittadina, who has in vain wrote 
Harry a penitential letter, is playing off the 
fame arts, the fame dying airs to Fondville, 
which had fnch extreme ill fuccefe with him ; 
the fiege is at prefent fufpended,, not by his 
addrefling Lady Julia, which is a profound 
fecret to her and every body without thefe 
walls, but by his mother's deatb, which has 
called him haftily to town ; and which by the 
way adds two thoyfand pounds a year to his 
income. Do you know, that I think the thing 
may do, if Lady Julia continues cruel ; they 
are abfolutely formed for each other, and It 
would be a thoufand pities to part them. 



To Col. Bellville. 

Auguft 6. 

GErtainly next to a new lover the pleafant- 
eft thing upon earth is' a new friend : let 
antediluvians take feven years to fix, but for 
us infefiEs' of an hour, nothing can be more 
abfurd : by the time one has tried them on 
thefe maxims, one's tafte for them is worn 
out. I have made a thoufand friendships at 
firft fight, and fometimes broke them at the 
fecond ; there is a certain e«mwv <& tev^ * 
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lively defire of pleafing, which gives a kind 
of volatile fpirit to a beginning acquaintance, 
which is extremely apt to evaporate. Some 
people make a great merit of conftancy, and it 
is to be fure a very laudable virtue ; but for 
my part, lam above diffembling, my frtend- 
fhips wear out like my clothes, but often 
much fafter.. 

Not that this is the cafe in regard to Emily 
Howard ; no, really, I think this Penchant 
is very likely to be lafting ; may probably 
hold out the fummer. 

To-morrow, when Harry leaves us, my 
Lord, to divert our chagrin, takes us, with 
three ftrange belles, and five mod engaging 
beaux, a ramble I cannot tell whither. 

Saturday Morning. 

O heavens ! one of our male animals has 
difappointed us* Abfolutely I (hall infift on 
Harry'f attendance ; he (hall defer his jour- 
ney, I am refolved : there is no fupporting a 
fcarcity of beaux. 

He goes with us : Lady Julia's eyes have 
, prevailed ; (he had feducejd him before I went 
idewn t his chaife is ordered back to wait for 
-eur** 

Adio, Cariffimo. 
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To George Mordaunt, Efq; 

Saturday Nigbr. 

I Am ftill here ; when (hall I have ftrength 
of mind to go ? nol having heard from my 
father in the time I expe&ed, I was deter- 
mined to go to Lord T— — \ whofe zeal for 
my intereft, and great knowledge of man- 
kind, make him the propereft perfon I can con- 
sult. My chaife was this morning at the door, 
when my Lord told me, Lady Julia intreat- 
ed my (lay a few days longer: ihe biufhed, 
and with the lovelieft confufion confirmed my 
Lord's affertion : all my refolution vanifhed in 
a moment ; there is enchantment in her look, 
her voice — enchantment which it is not in 
man to refill. 

Sunday Morning. 

I am every hour more unhappy: Lord 
Fondville's propofal gives me infinite uneafi- 
nefs; not that I fear fuch a rival ; but it has 
raifed the idea of other pretentions, which 
may be accepted before it is time for me to 
avow my defigns : I have pafled this night iit 
forming fchemes to prevent fo fatal a blow^fc 
all my hopes : and am determined to own my 
pati&on to the lovely otyed of it, and entreat 
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her, if no other man is fo happy ai to poffef* 
her heart, to wait one year the refult of thofe 
views, which that love which has infpired 
may perhaps profper. 

Not certain I (hall have courage to own my 
tendernefs in her prefence, I will write, and 
feize fome favourable opportunity to give her 
the letter on which all my happinefs depends : 
I will afk no anfwer but from her eyes. How 
fliall I meet them after fo daring an attempt ? 

We are going to the parifti church ; the 
coach is at the door: Adieu! (he comes! 
What graces play round that form ! What di- 
vinity in thofe eyes ! O Mordaunt, "what 
taik will be difficult to him who has fuch a 
reward in view ? 



To Col. Bellvilli. 

Sun Jay Evening. 

OU R ramble yefterday was infinitely 
agreeable; there is fomething very 
charming in changing the fcene; my Lord 
underftands the art of making life pleafurable 
by making it various. 

We have been to the parilh church, to 

hear t>r. H preach ; he has that fpirit 

in his manner without which the mod fenfiblc 
fermon has very little effe& otv\Wtewxv 



Tte* 
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The organ, which my Lord gave, is excel- 
lent*. You know I think mufick an eflential 
part of publick worfiiip, <ufed as fuch by the 
wifeft nations, and commanded by God 
himfelf to the Jews ; it has indeed fo admi- 
rable an effe& in difpofmg the mind to devoti- 
on, that I think it mould never be omitted. 

Our Sundays here are extremely pleafant : 
we have, after evening fervice, a moving 
rural picture from the windows of the fajoon, 
in the villagers, for whofe amufement the 
gardens are that day thrown open. 

Our ruftic mall is full from five till eight, 
and there is an inexpreffible pleafure in con- 
templating fo many groups of neat, healthy, 
happy looking people, enjoying the diverfion 
of walking in thefe lovely (hades, by the kind- 
nefs of their beneficent Lord, who not only 
provides for their wants, but their pleafures. 

My Lord Is ofs opinion that Sunday was 
intended as a day of rejoicing not of mortifi- 
cation; and meant not only to render our 
praifes to our benevolent .Creator, * but to give 
reft and chearful relaxation to the induftrious 
part of mankind, from the labours of the 
week. 

i 

On this, principle, though he will never- 
foffer the lead breach of the laws in being ; 
- he 



( "9 >• 

he wifhes the feverity of them foftened, by- 
allowing fome innocent amufements after 
the duties of the day are pad : he thinks this 
would prevent thofe fumes of enthufiafm 
which have had here fuch fatal efFe&s, and 
could not be offenfive to that gracious powe* 
who delights in the happinefs of his creatures, 
and who by the royal poet has commanded 
them to praife him in the cymbals and dan- 
ces. 

For my own part, having feen the good ef-> 
feci of this liberty in catholic countries, I can- 
not help wifhing, though a zealous proteftant, 
that we were to imitate them in this partijjgtiar. 

It is worth pbferving, that the book of 
fports was put forth by the pious, the religi- 
ous, the fober Charles the i ft, and the law 
for the more ftri£t observation of Sunday 
palled in the reign of the libertine Charles 
the 2d. 

Love of plea/ure is natural to the human 
heart, and the beft preservative againft crimi- 
nal ones, is a proper indulgence in fuch as. 
are innocent. > 

Thefe are my fentiments, and I ani happy 
in finding Lord Belmont of the fame opinion. 

Adio ! 

.' <\ ' ' ' To 
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To George Mordaunt, Efq; 

Monday. 

MORDAUNT, the die is caft, and 
the whole happinefs of my life hangs 
On the prefent moment. After having kept 
the letter confeffing my paflion two days with- 
out having refolution to deliver it, this morn- 
ing in the garden, being a moment alone 
with Lady Julia in a fummer-houfe, the 
company at fome diftance, I aflumed courage 
to lay it on a table whilft me was looking out 
at a window which had a profpeft that engaged 
All^fer attention: when I laid it down, I 

♦ trembled, a chillnefs feized my whole frame, 
my heart died within me ; I withdrew inftant- 
ly, without even (laying to fee if fhe took it 
up : I waited at a litle diftance hid in a clofc 
arbour of woodbines, my heart throbbing 
with apprehenfion, and by the time fhe (laid 
in the fummer-houfe, had no doubt of her 

^having feen the letter : when (he appeared I 
was ftill more convinced ;-(he came out with r 
a timid air, and looked round as if fearful of 
(iirprize : a lively crimfon fluflied her cheek, 
and was fucceeded by a dying paleneft ; I 
attempted to follow, but had not courage to 
approach her. I fuffered her to. pafs tj^e 

afb<ftn> 
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arbour where I was, and advance flowly to- 
wards the houfe : when (he was out of fight— 
I went back to the fummer-houfe, and found 
the letter was gone. I have not feen her. I 
am called to dinner : my limbs will fcaree 
fupport me : how (hall I bear ihe fir ft fight 
of Lady Julia i how be able to meet her eyes ! 

I have feen her, but my fate is yet undeter- 
mined : (he has avoided my eyes, which I 
have fcaree dared to raife from the ground: 
I once looked at her when (he did not obferve 
me, and faw a melancholy on her countenance 
which ftabbed me to the foul. I havydven 
forrow to the heart of her, whom I would 
•wifh to be ever mod happy ; and to whofe * 
good I would facrifice the deareft hope of my 
foul. Yes, Mordaunt, let me be wretched, 
bur let every bleffing heaven can beftow, be 
the portion of the lovelieft of her fex. 

How little did I know of love, when I gave 
that name to the (hameful pafllon I felt for the 
wife of my friend ! the extreme beauty of the 
Countefs Melefpini, that unreferved manner 
which feldom fails to give hope, the flattering 
preference (he feemed to give me above all 
others, lighted up in my foul a more violent 
degree of youthful inclination, which the ef- 
tefcm I had for her virtues refined to an ap- 
pearance of the nobleft of afft-8ions, to which 
it had tiot the remote (V real tcferobl&ttce. 

Vol. I. F NNVfowdX 
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Without any view in my purfuit of her but 
my own felfifh gratification, I would have 
facrificed her honour and happinefs to a tran- 
fient fondnefs, which difhonoured my cha- 
racter, and, if fuccefsful, might have cor- 
rupted a heart naturally full of probity ; her 
amiable reproofs, free from the feverity which 
robs virtue of all her charms, with the ge- 
nerous behaviour of the mod injured of man- 
kind, recalled my foul to honour, and (lop- 
ped me early in the career of folly ; time wore 
out the irapreffion of her charms, and left 
only a cold efteem remaining, a certain proof 
thatjlie was never the object of more than a 
light defire, fince the wounds which real 
love infli&s are never to be intirely healed. 

Such was the infamous paflion which I yet 
remember with horror : but my tendernefs 
for Lady Julia, more warm, more animated, 
more violent, has a delicacy of which thofe 
only who love like me can form any idea : 
independent of the charms of her perfon, it 
can never ceafe but with life ; nor even then 
if in another ftate we have any fenie of what 
has paffed in this; it is eternal, and incor- 
porated with the foul. Above every felfifli 
defire, the firft objeS of my thoughts and 
wifties is her happinefs, which I would die 
of live wretched, to fecure : every aftidn of 
jpylife is direded to the fole purpofe pf pfeaf- 
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log her : my nobleft ambition is to be worthy 
her efteem. My dreams are full of her : and 
when I wake, the firft idea which rifes in my 
mind is the hope of feeing her, and of feeing 
her well and happy : my mod ardent prayer 
to the fupreme giver of all good is for her 
welfare. 

In true love, my dear Mordaunt, there is 
a pleafure abftra&ed from all hope of return ; 
and were I certain (he would never be mine, 
nay, certain I fhould never behold her more, 
I would not for all the kingdoms of the 
world, give up the dear delight of loving 
her. 

Thofe who never felt this enlivening power, 
this divinity of the foul, may find a poor in- 
fipid pleafure in tranquillity, or plunge into 
vicious exceffes to animate their tedious hours; 
but thofe who have, can never give up fo 
fweet, fo divine a tranfport, but with their 
exigence, or tafte any other joy but in fub- 
crdination. 

O Mordaunt ! when I behold her, re.id 
the foft language of thofe fpeaking eyes, 

hear thofe harmonious founds-; who that 

has a foul can be infenfible ! yet there are 

men dead to all fenfe of perfection , who can 
regard that angel form without rapture, can 
hear the mufic of that voice without emotion ! 
Ihavemyftlf with aftonifhment feen them^ 
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inanimate as the trees around them, liften 
coldly to thofe melting accents. — There is a 
fweetnefs in her voice, Mordaunt, a melo- 
dious fofmefs, which fancy cannot paint : 
the enchantment of her converfation is inex- 
preflible. 

Four o'Clock 

I am the moft wretched of mankind, and 
wretched without the right of complaining : 
the bafenefs of my attempt deferves even the 
pangs I fuffer. Could I, who made a pa- 
rade of refufing to meet the advances of the 
daughter of almoft a Granger, defcended to fe- 
duce the heirefs of him on earth to whom I 
am moft obliged ? O Mordaunt ! have we 
indeed two fouls ? Can I fee fo ftrowgly what 
is right, yet want power to a& up to my own 
femiments? The torrent of paflion bears 
down all before it. I abhor myfelf for this 
weafcnefs. I would give worlds to recall that 
fatal letter: her coldnefs, her referve, are 
more than I can fupport. My madnefs has 
pndone^rne.— My fcfliduity is importunate. I 
might have preferved her friendfhip. I have 
thrown away the firft happinefs of my life. 
Her eyes averted (hun me as an obje& of ha- 
tred, 1 (hall not long offend her by my pre- 
fence. I will leave her for ever. I am eager 
to be gone, thaf I may carry far from her— - 
O Mordaunt \ who couVi Yvv*4 vW^la that 
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cruelty dwelt In fuch a form ? She hates me, 
and all my hopes are deftroyed for ever, 

Monday Evening 

Belmqnt. 

This day, the firft of my life ; what a 
change has this day produced : Thefe few 
flying hours have raifed me above mortality. 
Yes : I am mod happy ; (he loves me, Mor* 
daunt : her confcious blufhes, h^r downcaft 
eyes, her heaving bofom, her fweetconfufion, 
bave told me what her tongue could not ut- 
ter : (he loves me, and all elfe is below my 
care: (he loves me, and 1 will purfue her. 
What are the mean confiderations of for- 
tune to the tender union of hearts ? Can 
wealth or titles deferve her ? No, Mordaunt, 
love alone.— She is mine by the (Irongeft 
ties, by the facred bond of affe&ion. The 
delicacy of her foul is my certain pledge of 
happinefs ; I can leave her without fear ; (he 
cannot now be another's. 

1 told you my defpair this morning ; my 
LorcTpropofed ajj airing ; chance placed me 
in Lady JuHa's chaife. I entered it with a 
beating heart: a tender fear of having offend- 
ed, inseparable from real love, kept me fome 
time filent ; at length with fome hefitation, 
1 begg'd her to pardon viae, *&sfii<A ^w 
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and defpaif, vowed I would rather die than 
difpleafe her ; that I did not now hope for her 
Jove, but could not fupport her hate. 

I then ventured to look up to the lovelieft 
of women ; her cheeks were fuffufed with the 
deepeft blufh ; her eyes, in which was the 
molt dying languor, were caft timidly on the 
ground, her whole frame trembled, and with 
a voice broken and interrupted, (lie exclaim- 
ed, " Hate you, Mr. Mandeville, O hea- 
" ven !" fl^e could fay no more ; nor did fhe 
need, the dear truth broke like a fudden flaih 
of light on my foul, 

. Yet think not I will take advantage of this 
dear prepofltilion in my favour, to feduce 
her from her duty to the beft of parents ; 
from Lord Belmont only will I receive her : 
I will propofe no engagements contrary to the 
rights of an indulgent father, to whom fhe 
is bound by every tie of gratitude and filial 
tendernefs: I will purfue my purpofe, and 
leave the event to heaven, to that heaven 
which knows the integrity, the difinterefted 
purity of my intentions : I will evince the re- 
ality of my pafllon by endeavouring to be 
worthy of hen The love of fuch a woman, 
is the love of virtue itfelf : it raifes, it refines, 
it enobles every fentiment of the heart ; how . 
different from that fever of felfifli defire I felt 
tor the amiable couniels. 
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O Mordamit ! had you beheld thofe blufti- 
cs of relu&ant fenfibility, feen thofe charm- 
ing eyes foftened with a tendernefs as refined 

as that of angels. She loves me let me 

repeat the deaf founds.- She loves me, 

and I am happier than a god t 

, 1 have this moment a letter from my father; 
he approves my defign, and begs me for a 
fhorr time to delay it : my heart ill bears this 
delay : I will carry the letter to Lady Julia. 

She approves my father's reafons, yet begs 
I will leave Belmont : her will is Ae law of 
my heart ; yet a few days I mud give to love. 
I will go on Tuefday to Lord T * 's. His 

friendfliip will affift me in the only view 
'which makes life fupportable to me $ he will 
point out, he will lead me to the path of 
wealth and greatnefs. 

Exped to hear from me when I arrive at 
Lord T— — *s. I (hall not write fooner : my 
moments here are precious. 

Adieu ! 



F4 To 
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To Henry Mandevillb, Efq. 

Aug. tth 

HAPPY in feeing in my fon that heroic 
fpirit which has ever diftinguifiied our 
houfe, I fhould with pleafure confent to this 
defign, were this a proper time to execute it, 
provided he went a volunteer, and determined 
to accept no command but as a reward of real 
fervices, and with a refolution it fhould ne- 
ver interfere with that independence to which 
I would have him facrifice every other con- 
fideration ; but when there is fo ftrong a pro- 
bability of peace, his going would appear 
like snaking a parade of that courage which 
he did not expect would be tried. 

Yes, my fon, I am well aflured we (hall 
hive peace ; that the moft amiable of princes, 
the friend of human kind, pitying the mrferies 
of his fpecies, and melting . with compaffioo 
at the wide extended icene of defolation, me- 
ditates fuch a peace as equally provides for the 
intereft and honour of Britain, and the future 
quiet of mankind. The terms talked of are 
fuch as give us an immenfe addition of em- 
pire, and ftrengthen the fuperiority of naval 
force on which our very being depends, whilft 
they protect our former poffeffions, and re- 
jmuve the fource of future wars, by fecuring 

A* 
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all, and much more than all, for which this 
was undertaken ; yet, by their juft modera- 
tion, convince the world a Britiih monarch is 
governed only by the laws of honour and 
equity, not by that impious third of falfe glo- 
ry, which actuates the laurel'd fcourgcs of 
mankind. 

After fo long, fo extenfive and bloody a 
war, a war which has depopulated our coun- 
try, and loaded us with a burden of debt, 
from which nothing can extricate us but the 
noble fpirit of public frugality, which, if 
fteadily and uniformly purfued, will rank the 
name of our Prince with thofd of Elizabeth, 
and Henry the great, all ardently wifh for 
peace, but thofe who gain by the continuance 
of war ; the clamours of thefe are inconceiv- 
able : clamours which can be founded only 
io private intereft, becaufe begun before they 
could even guefs at the terms intended, and 
continued when fuch are mentioned as rea- 
fon herfelf would di&ate : but fuch ever will 
be the condud of thofe in whom love of 
wealth is the primary paffion. 

Heaven and earth I can men wearing the 
form, and profeffing the fentiments of huma- 
nity, deaf to the cries of the widow and tbef 
orphan, labour to perpetuate the dreadfut 
carnage, which has deluged the world with 1 
the blood of their fellow cxt&vuret, «!^ >& 
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add to the mafs of their already unweildy 
wealth, and prey longer on the diftrefles of 
their courriry 4 ! 

Thefe,<^;#nours are as illegal as they are 
indecent i peace and war are the prerogative 
ef the crown, facred as the liberties of the peo- 
ple, nor will ever be invaded by thofe who 
underftand and love our happy conftitution : 
let us ftrengthen the hands of our fovereign 
by our warm approbation during the courfe of 
this arduous work, and if his minifters abufe 
their truft, let them anfwer it, not to the 
roife of unthinking faction, or the unfeeling 
bofom of private intereft, but to*the impartial 
Taws of their country. 

Heaven forbid I mould ever fee a Britifh 
King independent on his people collectively j 
but I would have him raifed above private 
cabals, or the influence of any partial body of 
men, however wealthy or refpeQable. 

If the generous views of our prince do not 
meet with the fuccefs they merit, if France 
fefufes luch a peace as fecures the fafefy of our 
colonies, and that fuperiority, as a naval pow- 
er, fo neceffary to the liberties of Europe, as 
well as our own independence, you (hall join 
the army in a manner becoming your birth, 
and, the ; ftile of life in which you have been* 
educated : till then reftrain within juft bounds 
that froble ardour to be^tivi^ a Briton v and 
, .. , "^ *^ 
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ftudy to ferve that country with'ydur counfela 
in peace, which will not, I hope, have oc- 
cafion for your fword in war. v 

Adieu ! 



mmmmm 

To Mifs Howard. 

WeinefJay, Auguft Wtb. 

MY Emily, your friend, your unhap- 
py Julia, is undone. H* knows the 
tendernefs which I have fo long endeavoured 
to conceal. The trial was toq great for the 
foftnefs of a heart like mine ; I had ahnoft 
conquered my own paflion, when I became 
a vi&im to his : I could not fee his love, his 
defpair, without emotions which difcovercd 
all my foul : I am not formed for deceit : art- 
lefs as the village maid, every fentiment of 
my foul is in my eyes; I have not learnt, I 
will never learn todifguife their expreffive lan- 
guage. With what pain did I affe& a cold- 
nefs to which I was indeed a ftrangj&r ! But 
why do I wrong my own heart \ 1 did not affeft 
it. The native modefly of my fex gave ivtrf- 
ferve to my behaviour, on the firft difcov*rJf : 
of his pa0ron, which his fears magnified into 
hate. O, Emily ! Do I indeed hate him ! you 
to whoft dear bofom your Julia confides her 
every thought, tdl me if I hate this mod 
-vmiMe of .mankind } You Vxvcrw V} v*\\%x 
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imperceptible (reps my tnexperieno^f heart has 
been (educed to love : ycro know how deceiv- 
ed by the facred name of friendmiru— — But 
why do I feek to excufe my fenfibility r Is he 
not worthy all my tendemefs ? are we not 
equal in all but wealth, a confideration below 
my care ? is not his merit above titles and 
riches? how fhall I paint his delicacy, his 
refpedful fondnefs? Too plainly convinced 
of his power over my heart, he difdains to 
ufe that power to my difad vantage; he de- 
clares he will never receive me but from my 
father, he confents to leave me till a happier 
fortune enables him to avow his love to all 
the world : he goes without aflting the leaft 
promife in his favour. Heaven fure will prof* 
per his deiigns, will reward a heart like his* 
O, my Emily, did my father fee with my 
eyes I what is fortune in the ballance with 
fuch virtue I Had I worlds in my own pow* 
er, I fhould value them only as they enabled 
me to (hew more ftrongly the difintereftednefs 
of my affe&ion. 

Born with a too tender heart, which never 
before found an obje& worthy its attachment, 
the excefs of my affe&ton is unfpeakable. De- 
licate in my choice even of friends, it was not 
eafy to find a lover equal to that idea of perfecti- 
on my imagination had formed ; he alone of all 
mankind rifes up to it ; the fpeaking grace, the 
t*(y dignity of his a\t, tit tia* mtamX wdSa- 
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quences of the fuperiority of his foul. He 
looks as if born to command the world. I 
am interrupted. Adieu. 



To Col. Bellville. 

Augufl \$tb. 

YOU never were more miftaken : you will 
not have the honour of feeing me yet in 
town. My Lord thinks it infinitely more re- 
fpe&ful to his royal mailer to celebrate this 
happy event in the country. 

** My congratulations, fays he, would be 
loft in the crowd of a drawing room, but here 
I can diffufe a fpirit of loyalty and joy through 
half a country, and impfefs all around me 
with the fame veneration and love for the mod 
amiable of Princes which burns in my own * 
bofom." 

Our entertainment yefterday was magni- 
fique, and in the Gufto Belmonto : there is a 
beautiful lake in the park, on the borders of 
which, on one fide, intferfperfed amongft the 
trees, which form a woody theatre round it, 
at a diftance of about three hundred yards, 
tents were fixed for the company to dine in, 
which confided of all the gentlemens families 
twenty miles round, W*ftkw&> %aA V\^ 
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daughter were there, as my Lord would not 
fhock them by leaving them only out when 
the whole neighbourhood were invited ; tho' 
he obferved fmiling, this was a favour, for 
this kind of people were only gentlemen by the 
courtefey of England. Streamers of the gayeft 
colours waved on the tops of the tents, and 
glittered in the dancing fun-beams : the tables 
were fpread with every delicacy in feafon, at 
which we placed ourfelves in parties, without 
ceremony or diftin&ion, juft as choice 6r ac- 
cident directed. On a little ifland in the mid ft 
of the lake, an excellent band of mufick was 
placed, which played fome of the fined com- 
pofitions of Handel during our repaft ; which 
ended, we fpread ourfelves on the borders of 
the lake, where we danced on the verdant 
green, till tea and coffee again fummoned us 
to the tents; and when evening "had in 
her fober livery all things clad," a fuperb 
fupper, and grand ball in the falobn ^finifhed 
our feftival. ' 

Nor were the villagers forgot : tables were 
fpread for them on the oppofite fide of the 
Fake, under the (hade of the tailed trdes, and 
fo difpofed as to form the mod agreeable points 
of view to us, as our encampment muft do 
to them. 

I am ill at defcribing, but the feaft had a 
thoufand unfpeakable charms. 

Poot 
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Poor Harry! How I pity him, his whole 
foul was abforbed in the contemplation of La- 
dy Julia, with whom he danced. His eyes per- 
petually followed her ; and, if I miftake not, 
his will not be the only heart which aches at 
parting on Tuefday, for fo long is Harry's 
going poftponed. He may go, but like the 
wounded deer, he carries the arrow in his 
bread. Adio ! 

To Mifs Howard. 

Tuefday , Auguft 17 tb. 

HOW, my fweet Emily, fhall I bear his 
abfence ? an abfence imbittered by the 
remembrance of thofe lively impaflioned hours 
which love alone can give: What joy have I 
found in owning the fentiments of my foul to 
one fo worthy of all my tendernefs ? Yes, 
Emily, I love him — words can but ill paint 
what I feel — he, he alone, — yet he leaves 
Belmont — leaves it by my command, leaves 
it this very hour, leaves it perhaps for ever — 
great Heaven ! can I fupport that thought ? 

If you love, if you pity your unhappy 

friend, return immediately to Belmont, let 

me repofe my forrows in that faithful bread : 

Lady Anne is tenderly my friend, but the 

^prightlinefs of her character intimidates mev 
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I do not hope to find in her that fweet indul- 
gence of all my faults, as in the gentle foul of 
my Emily. 

I have entreated him to take no 1 jave of me; 
I (hall only fee him with the family: The 
moment draws near — my fluttering heart- 
How fhall I hide my concern ! — Lady Anne 
is coming to my apartment : I mull go with 
her to the faloon, where he only waits to bid 
us adieu : his chaife is in the court. O Emi- 
ly ! my emotion will betray me. 

He is gone, the whole houfe is in tears: 
never was man fo adored, never man fo infi- 
nitely defer ved it. He prefled my hand to his 
lips, his eyes fpoke unutterable love. I leaned 
almoft fainting on Lady Anne, and hid my 
tears in her bofom : fhe hurried me to my 
apartment, and left me to give vent to my full 
heart ! She fees my weaknefs, and kindly 
drives to hide it from others, whilft her deli- 
cacy prevents her mentioning it to myfelf : (he 
has a tender and companionate heart, and my 
referve is an injury to her friendship. 

Lady Anne has fent to afk me to air ; I (hall 
be glad to avoid all eyes but hers ; perhaps I 
may have courage to tell her — fhe merits all 
my confidence, nor is it diftruft but timidity 
which prevents — fhe is here — I am afhamed 
to fee her. Adieu 1 my deareft, my beloved 
friend I 
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To Col. Bellvjlle. 

Friday night. 

WE have loft our lovely Harry ; he left 
u^ this morning for Lorxl T *s. 

Poor Lady Julia ! how I adore her amiable 
fincerity ! (he has owned her paflion to me as 
we aired, and mentioned hopes which are 
founded in madnefs : I ventured gently to re- 
monftrate, but there is no reafoning with a 
heart in love. Time and abfence may effe& 
a cure : I am the confidante of both : I am 
perplexed how to proceed: I muft either be* 
tray the truft repofed in me, or abufe Lord 
Belmont's friendship and hofpitality. 

In what a falfe light do we fee every thing 
through the medium of paflion ! Lady Julia is 
heirefs to fourteen thoufand pounds a year, 
yet thinks Harry's merit may raife him to a fitu- 
ation which will juftify his pretending to her, 
and that this ftupendous rife may be brought 
about in a twelvemonth : he too thinks it pof- 
fible, nay the fcheme is his. Heaven and 
earth! yet they are not fools, and Harry has 
fome knowledge of mankind. 

At prefent there is no talking reafonably to 
either of them : I muft foothe them, to bring 
thein off this ruinoub inclination by decrees 
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As idlenefs is the nurfe of love, I will en- 
deavour to keep Lady Julia continually amuf- 
ed : a new lover might do much, but there 
is no body near us that is tolerable : indeed 
the woman who has loved Harry Mandeville, 
will be fomewhat hard to pleafe. 

Chance favours my defigns, my Lord has 
propofed a vifit of a fortnight to a neighbour 
ing nobleman, Lord Rochdale, whofe houfe 
is generally full of gay people ; his fon too, 
Lord Melvin, with whom I was acquainted 
abroad, and who is only inferior to Harry 
Mandeville, is hourly expeSed from his tra- 
vels. 

Since I wrote the laft paragraph an idea has 
flruck me ; from a very particular expreflion 
in a letter I onceVeceived from Lady Belmont, 
in France, I have a ftrongf fufpicion Lord 
Melvin is intended for Lady Julia ; I wi(h he 
might he agreeable to her, for her prefent paf- 
fion is abfolute deflru&ion. 

We go to-morrow : when we come back 
you (hall hear from me : or, perhaps, for I am 
fomething variable in my determinations, as 
foon as I get thither. ExpeS nothing how- 
ever: if I do you the honour, you muft fet an 
immenfe value on my condefcenfion, for I 
know we (hall not have a moment to fpare 
from amufements. Adieu ! 

1* 
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To George Mordaunt, Efq; 

IHave at length left Belmont, and left it cer- 
tain of Lajy Julia's tendernefs : I am the 
happieft of mankind ; (he loves me, (he con- 
fefles it, I have every thing to hope from .time, 
fortune, perfeverance, and the conftancy of 
the moft amiable of her fex. 

All cold referve is banifhed from that 
charming bofom ; above the meannefs of fuf- 
picion, (he believes my paffion noble and difin* 
terefted as her own ; (he hears my vows 
with pleafure, which (he cannot, nay which 
flie does not wifh to conceal ; (he fuffers me to 
fwear eternal tendernefs ■ We dined on 

Wednefday at the hermitage. The company 
difperfed, the moft delicate of women, not 
from coquetry, but that fweet impulfive mc- 
defty, not obvious, not obtrufive, which gives j 
to beauty its lovelieft charm, avoided an op- 
portunity, which eager watchful love at lad 
obtained : alone with her in thofe fweet (hades 
— O Mordaunt! let not the grofs unloving 
libertine taJk of pleafure: how taftelefs are the 
falfe endearments, the treacherous arts of the 
venal wanton, to the fweet unaffected down- 
caft eye of virgin innocence, the vivid glow of 
artlefs tendernefs, the native vermilion of 
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bluftiing fenfibility, the genuine fmilc of un- 
diflembled love ! 

I write this on the road to Lord T— — *s, 
where. I (hall be to-night, (hall expeft to 
hear from you immediately. Adieu.1 



To Henry Mandeville, Efq; 

Mount Mefoin, Tburfiaj. 

I Never fo ftrongly relifti the happinefs of my 
own manner of living as when 1 compare 
it with that of others. I hear perpetual com- 
plaints abroad of the tedioufnefs of life, and 
fee in every face a certain v. earinefs of them- 
felves, from which I am fo happy as to be per- 
fectly free. I carry about me an innate difpo- 
fition to be pleafed, which is the fource of 
continual pleafure. 

That I have efcaped what is in general the 
fate of people of my rank, is chiefly owing to 
my fortunate choice in marriage : our mutual 
paffion, the only foundation on which fenfible 
fouls can build happinefs, has been kept alive 
by a delicacy of behaviour, an angel purity, 
jn Lady Belmont, to which words cannot do 
juftice. The tranfports of youthful palfion 
yield its fweetnefs to the* delight of that refin- 
ed, jet animated fenfauotv vrt&da, wj Ys«\\. 
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fecU for her at this moment. I never leave 
her without regret, nor meet her without rap- 
ture, the lively rapture of love, 
" By long experience mellowed into friend- 
fhip." 

We have been married thirty years : there 
are people who think (he was never hand- 
fome; yet to me (he is all lovelinefs. I 
think no woman beautiful but as (he refem- 
bles her ; and even Julia's greateft charm, in 
my eye, is the likenefs (he has to her amiable 
mother. 

This tender, this exquifite affection, has 
diffufed a fpirit though our whole lives, and 
given a charm to the moft common occurren- 
ces ; a charm to which the dulnefs of apathy, 
and the fever of guilty paflion, are equally 
ftrangers. 

The family where we are, fumifti a ftrik- 
ing example of the impoffibility of being hap- 
py without the foft union of hearts: though 
both worthy people, having been joined by 
their parents, without that affecYion which 
can alone make fo near a connection fup- 
portable, their lives pafs on in a tedious and 
infipid round : without tafte for each others 
convention, they engage in a perpetual fe- 
ries of divcrfions, not to give relifh to, but to 
exclude, thofe retired domeftic hours, which 

are 
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' are the mod fprightly, and animated of my 
life ; they feek, by crowds and amufements, 
to fly from each other and from themfelves. 

The great fecret of human happinefs, my 
dear Mr. Mandeville, confifts in finding fuch 
conftant employment for the mind, as, with- 
out over-fatiguing, may prevent its languifh- 
ing in a painful inactivity. To this end I 
would recommend to every man to have not 
only fome important point in view, but many- 
fubordinate ones, to fill up thofe vacant hours, 
. when our great purpofe, whatever it is, muft 
be fufpended : our very pleafures, even the 
bed, will fatigue, if not relieved by variety : 
the mind cannot always be on the ftrerch, 
, nor attentive to the fame object, however 
pleafing : Relaxation is as neceflary as activi- 
ty, to keep the foul in its due equipoife. No 
innocent amufemenr, however triflng it may 
feem to the rigid or the proud, is below the 
regard of a rational creature, which keeps 
the mind in play, and unbends it from more 
ferious purfuits. 

I often regard at once with pity and afto- 
fiifliment, perfons of my own rank and age, 
dragged about in unweildly {late, forging for 
themfelves the galling fetters of eternal cere- 
mony, or the ftill heavier chains of ambition ; 
their bodies bending under the weight of drefs, 

their 
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their minds for ever filled with the idea of their 
own dignity and importartce ; to the fear of 
leflening which, they facrifice All the genuine 
pleafures of life. 

Heaven grant, my dear friend, I may never 
be too wife, or too proud to be happy ! 

To you, my amiable friend, who are juft en- 
tering on the ftage of life, I would recommend 
fuch a£tive purfuits as may make you an *u fe- 
tal' member of fociety, and contribute to raife 
your own fortune and confequence in the world, » * 
as well as fecure the efteem of your feltow ci- 
tizens, and the approbation of your Prince. , 

For my own part, like the Roman veterans, 
I may now be excufed, if I aft: my difcharge 
from thofe anxious purfuits, which are only 
becoming in the vigour of our days, and from 
thofe ceremonial attentions, which are fcarce 
bearable even then. My duty as a fenator, 
and my refpe& to my king, nothing but real 
inability {hall ever fufpend ; but for the reft, I 
think it time at fixty to be free, to live to one's 
felf, and in one's own way ; and endeavour 
to be, rather than to feem happy. 

The reft of my days, except thofe I owe to 
joy country and my prince, fhafl be devoted 
to the fweets of conjugal ai^d ^tterogX ■*&***•- 
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tion, to the lively joys of friendship. I have 
only one wifli as to this world, to fee Julia mar- 
ried to a man who deferves her, who has fen- 
fibility to make her happy, and wbofe rank 
and fortune are fuch as mayjuftify us to the 
world, above which the mod philofophic mind 
cannot entirely rife ; let me but fee this, and 
have a hope that they will purfue my plan 
of life, let me fee them bleft in each other, 
and blefling all around them, and my mea- 
fure of earthly felicity will be complete. 

You know not, my dear Mr. Mandeville, 
how much my happinefs in this world has 
been owing alfo to the lively hope of another : 
this idea has given me a conftant ferenity, 
, which may not improperly be called the health 
of the mind, and which has diffufed a bright- 
nefs over all my hours. 

Your account of Lord T- made me 

fmile ; his fear of being difmiffed at feventy 
from the toil fome drudgery of bufinefs, is truly 
ridiculous: rich, childifh, infirm, ought not 
eafe and retirement to be the firft objefts of 
his wifties ? But fuch is the wretched flavery 
of all who are under the abfolute dominion of 
any paffion, unguided by the hand of reafon. 

The paflions of every kind, under proper ffc- 
. /rraints, are the geivtk breezes which keep life 
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from ftagnation ; but, let loofe, they are the 
ftorms andjwhirlwinds which tear up all before 
them, and (batter ruin and deftru&ion around. 
Adieu. I ought to apologize for the length 
of this ; but age is the feafon of garrulity. 



To the Earl of Belmont. 

HO W happy would it be for mankind, 
if every perfon of your Lordftiip's rank 
and fortune governed them fe Ives by the fame 
generous maxims I 

It is with infinite pain I fee Lord T — — 
purfuing a plan which has drawn on him 
the curfe of thoufands, and made his eftate a 
fcene of defolation ; his farms are in the hands 
of a few men, to whom the fons of the old 
tenants are either forced to be fervants, or to 
leave the country to get their bread elfewhere. 
The village, large, and once populous, is 
reduced to about eight families; a dreary 
filence reigns over the deferted fields ; the 
farm houfes, once the feats of chearful fmiling 
induftry, now ufelefs, are falling in ruins 
around him ; his tenants are merchants and 
cngroflers, proud, lazy, luxurious, infolent, 
and fpurning the hand which feeds them. 

Vol. L G -Xtk«M 
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Yefterday one of them went off largely in 
his debt: I took that occalion of preffing 
him on his mod vulnerable fide, and re- 
monftrating the danger of trading fo much of 
his property in one hand : but I am afraid all 
I can fay will have no effect, as he has by this 
narrow felfilh plan, a little encreafed his rents 
at prefent, which is all he has in view, with- 
out extending his thoughts to that future time, 
when this wretched policy, by depopulating 
the country, will lower the price of all the 
fruits of the earth> and lefien, in confequence, 
the value of his eftate. 

With all my friendfliip to Lord T« , I 

cannot help obferving in him another fault 
greatly below his rank and underftanding, I 
mean a difpicable kind of pride, which mea- 
fures worth by the gifts of fortune, of which 
the largeft portion is too often in the hands of 
the lean; deferving. 

His treatment of Tome gentlemen, whofe 
fortunes were unequal to their birth and me- 
rit, yefterday at his table, almoft determined 
me to leave his houfe : I expoftulated warmly, 
tho' not impolitely with him on the fubje&, 
and almoft got him to confefs his error. My 
friendfliip for him makes me feel fenfibly what 
muft lefl'en his character in the eyes of all 
whofe efteem is defirable. I wifli him to 
pafs a month at Belmont, that he may fee 

dignity 
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dignity without pride, and condefcenfion with- 
out meannefs ; that he may fee virtue in her 
lovelieft form, and acknowledge her genuine 
beauty. 

I am, my Lord, &c. 

H. Mandeville. 

X)<XXXX>CXXXX<>CX)C<XXX 

To George Mord aunt, Efq; 

Friday. 

I Have pad a tedious fortnight at Lord 
T— 's, without tailing any pleafure, but 
that of talking of Lady Julia, with fome la- 
dies in the neighbourhood who know her : I 
eftimate the merit of thofe I converfe with, by 
the diftin&ion of being known to her: thofe 
who are fo happy as to be of her acquaintance, 
have in my eye every charm that poliihed wit, 
or elegant knowledge can give, thofe who want 
that advantage fcarce defer ve the name of hu- 
man beings; all converfations of which (he is 
not the fubjeft, is lifefs and infipid; all of 
which fhe is, brilliant and divine. 

My Lorid rallies me on my frequent vifits 
to thefe Ladies, and, as one of them is ex- 
tremely handfome, fuppofes it a beginning 
paffion : the Lady herfelf, I ntci *&i\&* "^ 
deceived, for as fhe is parucuWoj Nmxa ** 
Qz *" 



her praifes of Lady Julia, my eyes fparkle 
wfth pleafure at her approach, I fingle her out 
in every company, and dance with her at all 
our little parties : I have even an attention to 
her fuperior to that of common lovers, and 
feel for her a tendernefs for which I want a 
name. 

Lady Anne has had the goodnefs to write 
twice to me, from Lord Rochdale's, whither 
my Lord went with his amiable family, two 
days after I left Belmont : Lady Julia is welf, 
ihe loves me, (he hears of me with pleafure. 
Ought I at prefent to with more ! 

I have hinted to Lord T — my pur- 

pofe, though not the dear motive which in- 
spired it; he is warmly my friend, ifihere 
is truth in man. I will be more explicit the 
fir ft time I fee him alone: I fhall own to you 
one weaknefs of my heart ; I would be ferved 
by any intereft but Lord Belmont's : how 
can I pretend to his daughter, if all I have is, 
in a manner, his gift? I would be rich inde- 
pendently of his friendfhip. 

Lord T' is walking in the garden alone, 
I will go to him, and explain alL my defigns : 
his knowledge of mankind will guide me to the 
beft road to wealth and honour, his friend/hip 
will affift me to the ample extent of his power. 

Adieu'l 



1*. 
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to Henry Mandevilie, Efq; 

OH, do you know I have a little requeft 
to make you? butfirft, by way of pre- 
face I muft inform you Lady Belmont has 
been reading me a ferious le&ure about the 
Caro Bellville, who has wrote to her to beg 
her interceflion in his favour. 

I find fools have been impertinent in regard 
to our friendship: there are fo few pleafures 
in this world, I ihink it extremely hard to 
give up one fo lively, yet innocent, as that 
of indulging a tender efteem for an amiable 
man. But to our conversation : 

My dear Lady Anne, I am convinced you 
love Colonel Bellville. 

Love him, Madam? no, I rather think 
not ; I am not fure : the man is not (hocking, 
and dies for me : I pity him poor creature, 
and pity, your Ladyfhip knows, is a-kin to 
love. 

Will you be grave one moment ? 
A thoufand if your Ladyfhip defires it : no- 
thing fo eafy to me ; the graved creature in 
the world naturally. 
« You allow Colonel Bellville merit ? 
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Certairtement. 

That he loves you ? 
To diflraaion. 
And you return it ? 

Why as to that— -—he flatters agreeably, 
and I am fond of his converfation on that ac- 
count : and let me tell you, my dear Lady 
Belmont, it is not every man that can flatter ; 
it requires, more genius than one would fup- 
pofe. 

You intend fome time or other to marry 
him ? 

Marry? O heavens! How did fuch a 
thought enter your Ladyfhip's imagination ? 
Have not I been married already ? And is not 
once enough in confcience, for any reafonable 
woman ? 

Will you pardon me if I then alk, with 
what view you allow his addrefs ? 

I allow ? Heavens, Lady Belmont ! 1 al- 
low the addreffes of an odious male-animal ? 
if fellows will follow one, how is it to be 
avoided ? it is one's misfortune to be hand- 
fome, and one muft bear the confequences. 

But, my dear Lady Anne, an unconne$eit 

Jife 

■ "'■ V 
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Is the pleafanteft life in the world. Have not 
I three thoufand pounds a year? am not 
I a widow? miftrefs of my own aQions? 
with youth, health, a tolerable underftanding, 
an air of the world, and a perfon not very dif- 
agreeable ? 

All this I own. 

All this? yes, and twenty times more, or 
you do nothing. Have not thefe unhappy 
eyes carried deftru&ion from one climate to 
another ? Have not the fprightly French, the 
haughty Romans, confeffed themfelves my 
Haves? Have not— -—-but it would take up a 
life to tell you all my conquefts. 

But what is all this to the purpofe, my 
dear? 

Now I proteft I think it is vaftly to the pur- 
pofe. And all this you advife me to give up 
to become a tame domeftic, inanimate ■ ■ * 
really, my dear madam, I did not think it 
was in your nature to be fo unreafonable. 

It is with infinite pain, my deareft Lady 
Anne, I bring myfelf to fay any thing which 
can give you a moment's uneafinefs. But it 
is the tafk of true friendfliip— — 

To tell difagreeable truths : I know that 
is what your Ladylhip would fay, and, to 
fpare you what your delicacy ftarts at mention- 
ing, you have heard afpetVvottt ow tcv^ &ora&- 

>' : G 4 w * 
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tcr, which arc the conferences of my friend- 
fliip from Colonel Bell vi lie. 

I know and admire the innocent chearful- 
nefs of your heart, but I grieve to fay, the 
opinion of the world— 

As to the opinion of the world, by which is 
meant the malice of a few fpiteful old cats, I 
am perfectly unconcerned about it ; but your 
ladyfliip's efteem is neceflary to my happinefs : 
I will therefore to you vindicate my conduct : 
which, though indifcreet, has been really irre- 
proachable. Though a widow, and account- 
able to no body, I have ever lived with Colo- 
nel Bellville, with the rdferve of blufliing 
apprehenfive fifteen, whil/the warmth of my 
friendfliip for him, and The pleafure I found 
in his converfation, h^e let loofe the baleful 
tongue of envy, and * bjeSed my refolitfion 
to the malice of an ill-judging world, a world 
I defpife for his fake, a world whofe applaufe 
is too often bcftowed on the cold, the felfifli, 
and the artful, and denied to that generous 
unfufpe&ing opennefs and warmth of heart, 
which are the ftrongeft charaQerifticks of true 
virtue. My friendfliip, or if you'pleafe my 
love, for Colonel Bellville, is the firft pleafure 
of my life ; the happieft hours of which have 
been pafTed in his converfation ; nor is there 
any thing I would not facrifice to my paflion 
for him, but his happinefs ^ which, for rea- 
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fons unknown to your Ladyfliip, is incom- 
patible with his marrying me. 

But is it not poffible to remove thofe rea- 
fons ? 

I am afraid not. 

Would it not then, my dear Madam, be 
mod prudent to break off a connexion, which 
can anfwer no purpofe but making both un- 
happy? 

I own it would, but prudence was never a 
part of my charader. Will you forgive and 
pity me, Lady Belmont, when I fay, that 
though I fee in the ftrongeft light my own in- 
difcretion, I am not enough miftrefs of my 
heart to break with a man to whom I have on- 
ly a very precarious and diftant hope of being 
united ? There is an enchantment in his 
friendlhip, which I have not force of mind to 
breakthrough, he is my guide, my guardian, 
prote&or, friend ; the only man I ever loved, 
the man to whom the laft recefles of my heart 
are open : muft I give up the tender exquifite 
refined delight of his, converfation, ta the 
falfe opinion of a world, governed by preju- 
dice, judging by the exterior, which is general- 
ly fallacious, and condemning, without difr- 
tin&ion, thofe foft affedions without which; 
life is fcarcely above vegetation. 

Do not imagine, my dear La"dy Belmont, I 

Jiavc really the levity I affeft; or, had my 

G 5 prejudices 
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prejudices againft marriage been ever fo ftrong, 
the time I have pafled here would have r«- 
movfd them : I fee my Lord and you, after an 
. untoni of thirty years, with as keen a relifh 
for each other's converfation, as you could 
have fd* at the moment which firft joined you : 
I fee in you all the attention, the tender folici- 
tud^ of) beginning love, with the calm de- 
light ai^ perfeft confidence of habitual friend- 
ship. I am therefore convinced marriage is ca- 
pable of happinefs, to which an unconnected 
ftate is lifelefs and infipid ; and i from obferv- 
ing the lovdy delicacy of your Ladyfhip's con- 
du&, I am inftru&ed how that happinefs is 
to be fecured"; I am inftru&ed how to avoid 
that taftelefs, languid, unimpaffioned hour, 
fo fatal to love and friendfhip. 

With the man to whom I was a vi&im, 
my life was one continued fcene of mifery ; 
to a fenfible mind, there is no cold medium 
in marriage; its forrows, like its pleafures, 
are exquifite. Relieved from thofe galling 
chains, I have met with a heart fuited to my 
own ; born with the fame fcnfibility, the fame 
peculiar turn of thinking : pteafed with the 
feme pleafure, and exaSly formed to make 
me happy : I will believe this fimilarity was 
not given to condemn us both to wretcheilnefs :. 
4s it is impoflible either of us can .be.liuppy 
but with the other,. I will hope the iwV 
which at prefent fesm* WuvdU^rnvj be re- 
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moved : till then indulge me, my dear Lady 
Belmont, in the innocent pleafure of loving 
him, and truft to his honour for the fafety of 
mine. . 

Themoft candid and amiable of women, 
after a gentle remonftrance on the importance 
of reputation to happinefs, left me, fo perfe&ly 
fatisfied, that fhe intends to invite Bellville 
down. I fend you this converfatipn as an iixtro-* 
du&ion to a requeft I have to make you, which 
I pnuft poftpone to my next. Heavens ! how 
perverfe ! interrupted by one of the verieft cats 
in nature, who will not leave us till ages after 
the poft is gone. Adieu ! for the prefent it 
is prettily enough contrived, and one of the 
great advarttagis of fociety,^ that one's time, 
the mod precious of all poffeflions, is to be 
jfacrificed from a falfe politenefe, to every idle 
creature who knows not what elfe to do. Eve* 
ry body complains of this^ bat no body at*, 
tempts to remedy it. 

Am not I the moft inhuman of women, to 
write two fheets without naming Lady Julia > 
She is well, and beautiful as an angel* we 
have a ball to-night on Lord Melvtn's return, 
againft which fhe is putting on all her charms. 
We fhall be at Belmont to-morrow, which 
is two or three days fopjief ,;than xpy, Loi)d 
intended. ; •.... . -it 

\. ::- ■.': '. !'-ja.>- - -••• : ; Q 
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Lady Julia dances with Lord Melviri, who 
is, except two, the moft amiable man I know, 
fhe came up juft as I fat down to write, and 
looked as if (he had fomething to fay : {he is 
gone, however, without a word : her childifh 
bafhfulnefs about you is intoterable. 

The ball waits for us. I am interrupted by 
an extreme pretty fellow, Sir Charles Melli- 
font, who has to-night the honour of my 
hand. 

;.-.-" Adio! 



To Lady Anne Wilmot. 

• C TT 7E have a ball to-night on Lord Mel- 
▼ ▼ vin's return, againft which (he is put- 
ting on all her charms." 

O Lady Anne ! can you indeed know what 
it is to love, yet play with the anxiety of a 
tender heart ? I can fcarce bear the thought 
of her looking lovely in my abfence, or in 
any eyes but mine ; how then can I fupport 
the idea of her endeavouring topleafe another, 
of her putting on all her charms to grace the 
return of a man, young, amiable, rich, no- 
ble, and the fon of her father's friend? a 
thoufand fears, a thoufand conje&ures torment I 
me : fhould fhe love another— -the poffibility 
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diftra&s me.*— Go to her, and afk her if the 
tendered, moft exalted paffion, if the man 
who adores her— —I know not what I would 

fay You have fet me on the wrec k 

If you have pity, my deareft Lady Anne, 
lofe not a moment to make me eafy. 



End of the First Volume. 
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To Mifs Howard. 



Bifmont, Tui/Jty. 
inconfiftent is a 
T entreated Mr. 
to write to me. 



fV&gft EMILY! how 

M o w ^ eart * n ' ove ' 

^ ^j Mandeville not 
m.M%.X an d am chagrined at his too ex* 
a£k obedience : I think" if he loved as I do, . 
he could not fo eafily obey me. He writes 
to Lady Anne, and though by my defire, I 

am afhamed of my weaknefs But I wi(h 

he wrote lefs often : there is *yi ivt ril ^v- 
tty in his letter* which offend* m*— — — ^^ 
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talks of balls, of parties with ladies—- Per- 
7 baps I am unjuft, but the delicacy of my love 
'is wounded by his knowing a moment's plea- 
fure in my abfence ; to me all places are equal 
where he is not ; all amufements without him 
are dull and taftelefs. Have not I an equals 
Vight to expeQ, Emily ! he knows not how 
I love him. 

Convinced that this mutual paffion is the 
defignation of heaven to reftore him to that 
affluence he loft by the partiality of an anceftor, 
and the generous loyalty of his family, I give 
way to it without refer ve ; 1 regard my love 
as a virtue ; I am proud of having diftinguifh- 
cd his merit without thofe trappings of wealth, 
which alone can attra£fc common eyes. His 
idea is for ever before me ; I think with tranf- 

port of thofe enchanting moments Emily, 

that week of tender confidence is all my life, 
the reft is not worth numbering in my exig- 
ence. 

My father h>-night gives a ball to Lord 
Melvin, with whom I am again, unwilling- 
ly, obliged to dance. I with not to dance at 
all ; to make this facrifice to the moft be- 
loved of men : Why have I not courage to 
avow my fentiments, to declare he alone— — 
This Lord Melvin 'too, I know not why, but 
I never fee him without horror. 

O Emily! how do -all men fink on the 
comparifon ? He feems ol * tu^tm- ra$t.& 
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beings. Your Julia will never give her hand. 
to another; (he fwears this to the dear bofom 
of friendfliip. 

This detefted Lord Melvin is at the door ; 
he will not let me proceed ; he tells me it is 
to a lover I am writing; he fays this in a 
manner, and with a tone of voice— -he looks 
at me with an earneftnefs— Lady Anne ha$ 
alarmed me — Should my father iptend— - yet 
why (hould I fear the mod cruel of all ads of 
tyranny from the moft tender and indulgent 
of parents ! 

I feel a deje&ion of fpirits on this fubje&, 
which does injury to my father's goodnefs: 
perhaps it is no more than the natural effe&s 
of abfence on a tender and unexperienced 
heart. 

Adieu! I am forced to finifli my letter; 
All good angels guard and preferve my Emily ( 

To the Earl of Belmont. - 

WITH all my affeaion for Lord 
T— I am hourly (hocked by that 
moft unworthy .of all faults, his naughtinefs 
to inferior fortune, however diftinguiftied by 
virtue, talents, or even the moft (hining ad- 
vantage of birth. Drefs, equipage, and the 
pver-bearing aflurance wfticta v*w\\Jfc Vd8^sw\ 
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ftrike him fo forcibly, that there is no room 
in his foul for that efteem which is a debt to 
xnodeft merit. 

We had yefterday to dine Mr. Herbert, 
one" of the molt amiable men I ever faw ; his 
perfon)was genteel, his countenance at once 
cxpreflive of genius and worth, which were 
render'd more touching to me, by that pen- 
five look and irrefolute air, which are the con-* 
fiant attendants on an adverfe fortune. Lord 
T returned his bow almofl without look- 

ing at him, and continued talking familiarly 
to a wretch with whom no gentleman would 
converfe, were he not matter of fix thoufand 
a year: the whole company, inftruQed in 
his (ituation by the fupercilious air of the 
mailer of the houfe, treated him with the 
fame negled, which I endeavoured to confole 
turn for by every little civility in my power, 
and by confining my attention intirely to him; 
when we parted, he afked me to his houfe 
with a look full of fenfibility ; an invitation 
I {hall take the fir ft opportunity of accepting. 
When the company were gone I afked 

Lord T the character of this {hanger. 

Why really, fays he, I believe he is in him- 
felf the moft eftimable man in my neighbour- 
hood; of a good family too; but one muft 
meafure one's reception of people by the coun- 
tenance the world {hews them ; and he is too 
poor to be greatly cateffeA tan*. '?fe&fa&\ 
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am not fond of being acquainted with unhap- 
py people, they are very apt to afk favours. 

Is it poffible, faid I, my Lord, interrupt- 
ing himhaftily, you can avow fentiments like 
thefe ? Why are you raifed by Providence 
above others ? Why en trailed with that wealth 
and confequence which might make you a 
guardian angel to the unhappy? Where is 
my chaife ? I will return to Belmont, where 
affliftion ever finds a ready audience; where 
adverfity is fure of being heard, though pomp 
and equipage wait. 

Lord T— — fmiled at my earneftnefs, and 
praifed the generality of my fentiments, 
which he allured me were his at my age: he 
owned he had been to blame; but in the 
world, faid he, Harry, we are carried away by 
the torrent, and aft wrong every moment 
mechanically, merely by feeing others do the 
fame» However I ftand^ corre&ed, and you 
lhall have no future reafon to complain of me. 

He fpoke this with an air of good htimour 
which reconciled us, and has promifed to ac- 
company me in my vifit to Mr. Herbert, 
which I have infifted (hall be the firft we pay, 
and that he lhall beg his pardon for the be- 
haviour of yefterday. 

Is it not ftrange, my Lord, that men 
whofe hearts are not bad, can avoid thofe 
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whofc charaders do honour to their fpc- 
cies, only becaufe fortune denies them thofe 
outward diftindions which wealth can give 
to the loweft and moft defpicable of man- 
kind? 

Surely of all human vices, Pride is the 
moft deteftable ! , 

< To Henry Mandeville, Efq; 

CAN I play with the anxiety of a lender 
heart? Certainly, or I ihould not be 
what I am, a coquet of the firft order. Set- 
ting afide the pleafurepf the thing, and I know 
few pleafanter amufements, Policy diQates 
this con dud ; for there is no poffibility of 
keeping any of you without throwing the 
charms of dear variety into one's treatment of 
you: nothing cloys like continual fweets; * 
little acid is abfolutelyneceflary. 

I am juft come from giving Lady Julia 
fome excellent advice on the fubjeft of her 
paflion for you; Really, my dear, faid I, 
you are extremely abfurd to blufli and look 
foolifli about loving fo pretty a fellow as Har- 
ry Mandeville, handfome, well-made, live- 
ly, elegant ; in the true claffical ftile, and 
approved by the counoifleurs, by Madame 
le Comterie de — «— \vwfe\S, ^m\WV 



( i<*7 ) 
upon to be the greateft judge of male merit- 
on the face of the globe. 

It is not for loving him I am angry with 
you, but for entertaining fo ridiculous a 
thought as that of marrying him. You have 
only one rational ftep to take ; marry Lord 
Melvin, who has title and fortune, requifites 
not to be difpenfed with in a hufband, and 
take Harry Mandeville for your Cecifbeo. 
The dear creature was immenfely difpleafed, 
as you f who know the romantick turn of her 
imagination, will eafily conceive. 

O, I had almoft forgot: yes, indeed, 
you have great right to give yourfelf jealous 
airs: we have not heard of your coquetry 
with Mifs Truman. My correfpondent tells 
me there is no doubt of its being a real pat. 
fion on both fides, and that the Truman fa- 
mily have been making private enquiries into 
your fortune. I fhewed Lady Julia the let- 
ter, and you cannot conceive how prettily (he 
blulhed. 

But to be grave, I am afraid you have no- 
thing to fear from Lord Melvin. You muft 
forgive my making ufe of this expreffion ; for, 
as I fee no poffibility of furmounting the ob- 
flacles which oppofe your union with Lady 
Julia, I am too much a friend to both nojt tp 
wifli earneftly, to break a connexion which 
has not a ihadow of hope lo toppK\\\« 
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But a truce to this fubjeft, which is not a 
pleafant one to either of us. 

I told you in my lad I bad fomething to fay 
to you. As I am your confidante, you muft 
confent to be mine, having a little prefent oc- 
cafion for your fervices. You are to know, 
my dear Harry, that with all my coquetry I 
am as much in love as yourfelf, and with al- 
moft as little profped of fuccefs : this odious 
money is abfolutely the bane of us true lovers, 
and always contrives to (land in our way. 

My dear fpoufe then, who in the whole 
courfe of our acquaintance did but one oblig- 
ing thing, being kindly determined I (hould 
neither be happy with him nor without him, 
obligingly, though nobody knows this but 
myfelf, and the Caro Bellville, made my join- 
ture what it is, on condition I never married 
again : on observance of which condition it 
was to be in my power to give the eftate to 
whoever I pleafed.at my death .: but on a proof 
of my fuppofed future marriage, it was to go 
immediately to a niece of his, who at his 
death was in a convent in France, who is ig- 
norant of this condition, and whofe whole 
prefent fortune fcarce amounts to fifteen hun- 
dred pounds. She is*bothJn perfon and mind 
one of the moft lovely of women, and has an 
affeftion for me, which inclines me to think 
the wbuld come into meafures for my fake, 
> nr\v\Ocv 
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which I (hall make it her intereft to acquiefce 
in for her own. 

, Bellville's fortune is extremely moderate ; 
and if I marry him at prefent, I ftiall not add 
a fhilling to it ; his income will remain in ftatu 
quo, with the incumbrance of an indigent wo- 
man of quality, whefe affairs are a little de- 
range, and amongft whofe virtues ceconomy 
was never one of the mod obfervable. He 
would with tranfport marry me to-morrow, 
even on thefe hard conditions ; but how little 
fliould I deferve fo generous a paflion, if I fuf- 
fered it to feduce him to his ruin ? I have 
wrote to my niece to come to England,when I 
{hall tell my paflion for Bellville, and propofe 
to her a private agreement to divide the for- 
tune, which will be forfeited to her on my 
marriage, and which it is in my power by 
living fingle to deprive her of for ever. In- 
capable, however, of injuftice, I have at all 
events made a will, dividing it equally be- 
tween her and Bellville, if I die untoarried ; 
I have a right to do this for the man I love, 
as my father left \htrty thoufand pounds to 
Mr. Wilmot, which in equity ought to be re- 
garded as mine, and which is all I defire, on 
the divifion : fhe, therefore, by my r will, has all 
(he can ever expe6t, even frorn th«^lfi£reft juf- 
tice : and (he can never, I think, hefitate be- 
tween waiting till my death, and at my mer- 
VoL II. H * ^\> 
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cy, and receiving the utmoft (he could hope 
then, at the prefent. 

I have heard from the lady to whom I en- 
clofed my letter, which (he has returned, my 
niece having left France a year ago, to accom- 
pany a relation into Italy, What I, there- 
fore, have to aik of you is, to endeavour to 
find her out, by your Italian friends, as I 
will by mine at the fame time, that I may 
write to her to return immediately to England, 
as I will not run the hazard ofementioning 
the fubjeS in a letter. She is the daughter of 
the late Colonel Haftings, once abroad in a pub- 
lic chara&er, and is well known in Italy. 

Bellville is not at all in the fecret of my 
fcheme ; nor did I ever tell him I would mar- 
ry him, though I fometimes give him reafon 
to hope. 

I am too good a politician in love matters, 
ever to put a man out of doubt till half an hour 
before tje ceremony. The moment a wo- 
man is weak enough to promife, (he fets the 
heart of her lover at reft ; the chafe, and of 
confequence the plealure, is at an end ; and 
he has nothing to do but to feek a new obje&, 
and begin the purfuit over again. 

I tell you, but I tell it in confidence, that 
if I find Bell Haftings, if (he comes into my 
fcheme, and my mind does not change, I 
may, perhaps, ^o Bellville the honour. And 
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yet, when I refle& on the matter ; on the 
condition of the obligation, " fo long as ye 
both (hall live." — Jefu Maria ! Only think 
of promifing to be of the fame mind as long 
as one lives. My dear Harry, people may talk 
as they will, but the thing is utterly impoffible. 

To George Mordaunt, Efq; 

I Have already told you I came hither with 
a view of engaging Lord T« *'s inte- 

reft in fupport of thofe views, on which all my 
hopes of happinefs depend. The friend (hip 
he has ever proleffed for me has been warm 
as that of a father. I was continually with 
him at Rome, and there he prefled m£ to ac- 
cept thofe fervices I then never expe&ed to 
have occafion for. Till now content with my 
fituation, love firft raifed in me the fpifit of 
ambition, and determined me to accept thofe 
offers. In a former letter I told you I was 
going to follow Lord T^'*-* into the garden 
to communicate to him my purpofe of pulh- 
ing my fortune in the world, on which I had 
before given general hints, which he feemed 
to approve, as a kind of fpirit becoming a 
young man, warm with hope, and not defti- 
tute of merit. 

Ha On 
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On revolving my fcheme as I approached 
him, it appeared fo romantic, fo void of all 
rational hope, that I had not refolution to 
mention it, and determined at lead to fufpend 
it till better digefted, and more fitted to bear 
the cool eye of impartial reafon : in thefe fen- 
timents I fhould dill have remained, had not 
a letter from Lady Anne Wilmot, by giving 
me jealoufy, determined me not to defer one 
moment a defign on which all my happinefs 
depended. 

I therefore, with Tome hefitation, this morn- 
ing opened all my heart, and the real ftate of 
my circumflances, to Lord T — — , conceal- 
ing only what related to Lady Julia. He 
heard me wtth great coolnefs, careicfly lolling 
on a fettee ; his eyes fixed on a new Chinefe 
fummer-houfe, oppofite the windbw near 
which he fat, and made me the following an- 
fwer: * Your views, Mr. Mandeville, feem 
4 rather romantic, for a man who has no par- 
4 ty connexions, and fo little parliamenta- 
4 ry intereft. However, you are of a good 
* family, and there are things io be bad in 
c time if properly recommended. Have you 
' no friend who would mention you to the 
'minifter?' He then rang the bell baft ily for 
the valet, and retired to drefs, leaving me 
inotionlefs with aftoniflunent and indignation. 
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We met no more till dinner, \vhen he 
treated me with a diftant civility, the mean* 
ing of which was eafily underftood. He apo- 
logized with an air of ceremony on his being 
forced to go for a fortnight to Scarborough, 
with a party, who being all Grangers, he was 
afraid would not be agreeable to me ; but at 
his return he fhould be glad of the honour of 
feeipg me again. I bowed coldly, and took no 
other notice of what he faid, than to order my 
chaife immediately ; on which he prefled my 
ftay to-night, but in vain. The fervants leav- 
ing the room, he was a little difconcerted, 
but obferved, he was forry for me ; my cafe 
was really hard ; he always thought my for- 
tune much larger ; wondered at my father's 
indifcretion in educatipg me fo improperly— 
People ought to confider their circumftances— 

Xt was a pity I had^ no friend Lord Bel- 

mont, if he pleafed, but he was fo abfurdly 
fond of his independence. 

During this harangue I entirely recovered 
my prefence of mind, and with an air of great 
eafe and unconcern told his Lordfliip, I was 
much obliged to him for curing me of a pur- 
fuit fo improper for a man of my temper : that 
the liberal offers of fervice he had fornerly 
made me at Rome, had betrayed me into a 
falfe opinion of the friendfhip of great men ; 
but that I was now convinced of what value 
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fuch profeflioijs are, and that they are only 
made where it feems certain they will never be 
accepted. That it was impoffible his Lord- 
fliip could judge properly of the conduQ. of a 
man of my father's chara&er^hat I was 
proud of being fon to the mod exalted and 
generous of mankind ; and would not give up 
that honour to be firft minifter to the firft 
prince on earth. That I never fo ftrongly 
felt the value of independence as at that mo- 
ment, and did not wonder at the value Lord 
Belmont fet on fo ineftimable a bleffing. 

I came away without waiting for an anfwer, 
and flopped at an inn about ten miles off, 
where I am now waiting for one of my fer- 
vants, whom I left behind, to bring me a 
latter I exped to-day from Lady Anne Wil- 

filOt. 

And now, my dear Mordaunt* what will 
become of your unhappy friend ? The flatter- 
ing hopes I fondly entertained are difperfed 
like a flitting clousi. Lord T— — *s behavi- 
our has removed the veil which love had fpread 
over the wildnefis of my defign, and convinced 
me that fuccefs is impoffible. Where or to 
whom (hall I now apply ? Lord T— — was 
him on whofe friendship I mod depended ; 
whofe power to ferve.me was the greateft, and 
whofe profeflions gave me the mod right to ex- 
pert his fervices. 



I here for ever give up all views— Can I 
then calmly give up the hopes of Lady Julia ? 
I will go back, confefs my paflion to Lord 
Belmont, and throw myfelf on th3t goodnefs 
whofe firft delight is that of making others 
happy,, Yet can I hope he will give his 
daughter, the heirefs of fuch affluence — Dif- 
mterefted and noble as he is, the falfe maxims 
of the world — — Mordaum, I am born to 
wretchednefs— — What have I gained by in- 
fpiring the molt angelic of women with pity ? 
I have doomed to mifery her for whofe hap- 
pinefs I would facrifice my life. 

The fervant I left at Lord T 's is this 

moment arrived ; he has brought me a letter , 
— — I know not why, but my hand trembles, 
I have fcarce power to break the feal. 



To Henry Mandevillb, Efq; 

SUMMON all your refolution, my dear 
Mr. Mandeville Sure my fears were 

prophetic ——do not be too much alarmed 
— —Lady Julia is well ; fhe is in tears by me ; 
(he difapproves her father's views ; fhe begs 
me to allure you her heart is not lefs fenfible 
than yours will be to fo cruel a ftroke ; begs 
you not to return to Belmont, but to depend 
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on her affe&ion, and leave your fate in her 
hands. v - 

The inclofed letters will acquaint you with 
what I have been for fome time in apprehen- 
fion of. With fuch a defign for his daugh- 
ter, wfiy did my Lord bring you to Belmont ? 
So formed to infpire love as you both are, why 
did he expofe you to danger it was fcarce pof- 
fible for you to efcape ? 

But it is now too late to wifli you had ne- 
ver met ; all my hopes are in your refolution ; 
I dare expeft nothing from Lady Julia's. 



To the Earl of Belmont. 

September t id. 

My Lord, 

YO U R Lordrtiip's abfence, and the 
death of my mother, which renders my 
eftate more worthy Lady Julia, has hitherto 
prevented my explanation of an unguarded 
expreflion, which I find has had the misfor- 
tune to difpteafe you. I am far from intend- 
ing—Your Lordfhip intirely miftakes me— 
No man can be more fenfible of the honour 
of your Lordlhip's alliance, or of Lady Julia's 
uncommon perfe&ions : but a light way of 
talking, which one naturally acquires in the 
worJd, has led me ufttah^wAVj v&to fotws. 
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appearance of difrefpeft to a date, of the fe- 
licity of which I have not the lead doubt. 

I flatter myfelf your Lordfhip will on cool- 
er refle&ion forgive an junguarded word, and 
allow me to hope for the honour of convincing 
you and the lady, by my future conduft, that 
no man has a higher idea of matrimonial hap- 
pinefs, than, 

My Lord, 

Your Lordfhip's 

Mod devoted, and very 

Obedient Servant, 

Fondvillb. 

To Lord Vifcount Fondville. 

My Lord, 

I Readily* admit your Lordfhip's apology, 
as I am under no apprehenfion any man 
can intend to flight the alliance of one who 
.has always endeavoured his chara&er (hould 
be worthy his birth, and the rank he has the 
honour to hold in his country. 

As I love the plained dealing in affairs of 
fudi confequence, 1 w\\\ tvol * tM»m*ax *^- 
H 5 vtx^ 
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ceive your Lordfhip, or fuffcr you to engage 
in a purfuit, which if I have any influence 
over my daughter, will be unfuccefsful ; not 
from any difefteem of your Lordfhip, but be- 
caufe I have another view for her, the difap- 
pointment of which would deftroy all my 
hopes of a happy evening of life, afltf embitter 
my laft hours. 1 have long intended her, 
with her own approbation, which, her filial 
piety gives me no room to doubt, for the fon 
of my friend, the heir of an earldom, and of 
an affluent fortune, and what I much more 
value," of uncommon merit ; and one of the 
fir ft families in the kingdom. 

I am fure your Lordfhip will not endeavour 
to oppofe a defign, which has been long form- 
ed, is far advanced, and on which I have fo 
much fet my heart. 

I am, my Lord, 

With great Regard, your 

Lprdfliip's very obediept, 

And devoted Servant, 

Belmont, 

I have long, my dear Mr. Mandtville, fuF- 

pe&ed my Lord's defign in favour of Ltord 

Melvio, of which ttarcli wa»ww *fcVw&. 
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doubt. Our coming away from his father's, 
on his arrival, was a circumftance which then 
ftruck me extremely. Lady Julia's ftay there, 
on this fuppofition, would have been ill fuitcd 
to the delicacy of her fex and rank. Yet I 
am aftonifhed my Lord has not fooner told 
her of it ; but there is no accounting for the 
caprice of age. How (hall I tell my dear Mr. 
Mandeville my fentiments on this difcovery ! 
How fliall I, without wounding a paffion 
which bears no reftraint, hint to him my 
wiflies, that he would facrifice that love, 
which can only by its continuance make him 
wretched, to Lady Julia's peace of mind ! 
That he would himfelf aflift her to conquer 
an inclination which is incompatible with the 
views which the mod indulgent of parents en- 
tertains for her happinefs ? Views, the difap- 
pointment of which, he has declared, will 
embitter his laft hours ! Make one generous 
effort, my amiable friend : it is glorious to 
conquer where conqueft is moil difficult: 
think of Lord Belmont's friendfhip ; of his 
almoft paternal care of your fortune ; of the 
pleafure with which he talks of your virtues ; 
and it will be impoflible for you to continue to 
x>ppofe that defign on which his hopes of a 
happy evening of life are founded. Would 
you deny a haappy evening to that life to which 
thoufands owe the felicity of theirs ? 
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It is from you, and not Lady Julia, I ex- 
pe& this facrifice : the confideration which will 
mod ftrongly influence you to make it, will for 
ever prevent her ; it pains me to wound your 
delicacy, by faying I mean the difference of 
your fortunes. From a romantic generofity 
fhe will think herfelf obliged to that perfeve- 
rance, which the fame generofity now calls 
loudly on you to decline. If you have great- 
nefsof mind to give up hopes which can never 
be accompliflied, time and abfence may aflift 
Lady Julia's filial fweetnefs, and bring her to 
a compliance with her father's will. Believe, 
that whilft I write, my heart meks with com- 
panion' for you both ; and that nothing but the 
tendered friendfhip could have urged me to fo 
painful a ta(k. I am, &c. 

O Mordaunt ! till now I was never truly 
wretched. I have not even a glimpfe of hope 
remaining. I muft give up the only wifh for 
wfeich life is worth my care, or embitter the 
laft hours of the man, who with unequalled 
generofity has pleaded my caufe againft him- 
felf, and declined a ndble acquifition of fortune, 
that it might give confequence, and, as he 
thought, happinefs to me. 

But Lady Julia — Heaven is my witnefs, to 
make her happy, I would this momerit give 
up all my rights in her heart, I would myfeif 
had her to the a\Ur, Ao^v\»S^m^w^^fe 
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next moment — - Mordaunt, I will promife, 
if (he requefts it, to confent to her marriage ; 
but I will not furvive it. My thoughts are 
all diftra&ion— I cannot write to Lady Anne 
——-I will write to the mod lovely of women 
— — She knows not the cruel requeft of her 
friend — Her love difdains the low confidera- 
tion of wealth— Our hearts were formed for 
each other— She knows every fentiment of my 
foul — She knows, that were I monarch of the 
world — O Mordaunt 1 is it poflible — Can the 
gentle, the indulgent Lord Belmont— but all 
confpires to undo me : the beft, the mod mild 
of mankind is turned a tyrant to make me 
wretched, i will know from herfelf if (he 
confents ; I will give up my own hopes to her 
happinefs ; but let me firft be convinced it is 
indeed her happinefs, not the prejudices of her 
father, to which 1 make fo cruel a facrifice. 

I have wrote to Lady Julia, and am more 
calm : I have mentioned Lady Anne's requeft. 
I have told her, that though without hope, 
if 1 am ft^bleit in her affe&ion, I will never 
refign her but with life : but if (he can be hap- 
py with Lord Melvin, if (he afks it, (he is 
this moment free. I have entreated her to 
confult her own heart, without a thought of 
me ; that I would die this moment to contri- 
bute to her peace ; that the firft purpofe of 
my life is heir happinefs, with whvcAvwvj <fc^^ 
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(hall never come in competition ; that there is 
nothing I will ever refufe her, but to ceafe to 
think of her with adoration ; that if (he wi(he$ 
to marry Lord Melvin (Great Heaven ! is 
it poflible (he can wi(h it) 1 will return to Ita- 
ly, and carry far from her a pafGon which 
can never ceafe but in the grave. 

I will wait here an anfwer, and then deter- 
mine where to go. 



To Col. BtLLVILLE. 

Tbarpby. 

EMILY Howard came laft night, Lady 
Julia and (he are reading natural hiftory 
with my Lord, and examining butterflies 
wings in a microfcope ; a pretty innocent 
amufement to keep young ladies out of mif- 
chief. I wi(h my Lord had thought of it foon- 
er, it might have been of great ufe to Lady 
Julia: if one is but amufed, it is*f no great 
confequence whether by a butterfly or a lover. 

Vaftly fevere that laft fentence ; it mud be 
allowed 1 have a pretty genius for fatire. 

My Lord certainly intends Lady Julia for 
Lord Melvin. I have wrote Harry a ridicu- 
lous wife letter, perfuading him \o facrifice his 
owa pafiion to my Loxtf s c^ftvw \ «A ^nV&% 
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him advice, which I (hould hate him, if I 
thought him capable of following. How eafy 
is it to be wife for any body but one's felf I I 
fuppofe Harry could with great calmnefs 
preach on the imprudence of my attachment 
to you. 

We are going to a drolling play to-night 
My Lord encourages diverfions on his eftate, 
on the fame principle that a wife prince pro- 
teds the fine arts, to keep his people at home* 

We had a family to dine here yefterday, 
who are very agreeable people, and to whom 
my Lord (hewed a particular attention. Mr. 
Barker, the father, is the mod bearable man 
I have feenin this country; and the daughters 
vaftly above the (life of the miffes here : Lady 
Belmont intends to take him this winter 
with her to town, as (he does every year, 
fome gentleman's daughter in her neighbour- 
hood. 

Adieu ! I am peevifh beyond meafure, and 
fcarce know what I would be at. Have you 
never thefe kind of feelings ? Never fretful, 
you cannot 'ItU why ? It is well for you, ybu 
are not here : a lover and a favourite lap-dog 
have a dreadful life on thefe occafions ; or in- 
deed any animal one can ufe ill with impunity. 
Strangely fevere to-day, do n#t you perceive 
it? 

Sin 
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Six o'C/oct. 

Ten thoufand times more peevifli than 
ever : we have juft had a vifit from €t thebeft 
kind of woman in the world," and her daugh- 
ter " an amiable and accompliflied young 
lady," who writes verfes and journals, paints, 
makes (hell flowers, cuts paper, and has 
every qualification to render the marriage 
ftate happy j" talks of the charms of rural re- 
tirement, the pleafures of reflexion, the beau- 
ties of the mind ; and fings, " Love's a gen- 
tle generous paffion." It was not in nature 
to have flood it a quarter of an hour. Hea- 
ven be praifed ! the play hour is come, and the 
coaches are at the door. 

Eleven o Clock. 

We have feen them ena& Juliet and Ro- 
meo. Lady Julia feemed to fympathize with 
the heroine. 

. " I'll not wed Paris, Romeo is rrty hufband." 

Buona Notte. 



t* 
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To Col. Bellville. 

WE have been all extremely bufy to- 
day, celebrating a harveft-home ; a 
long proceflion of our village youths, all dreft 
gaily in fine fhirts, adorned with ribbands, 
paired with the handfomeft of the country 
•girls, in white jackets and petticoats, garlands 
of flowers and wheat-ears on their heads, their 
reaks dreaming with various coloured rib- 
bands, which glittered in the funbeams, pre- 
ceded the harveft cart; on which, in a bower 
of green boughs, ftood a beautiful little girl, 
dreft in the rural ftile, with inimitable ele- 
gance, by the hands of Lady Julia herfelf. 
The gay proceflion walked flowly through the 
village ; a tabor and pipe playing before them, 
till they came before the houfe, where they 
(lanced a thoufand littte ruftic dances, the no- 
velty of which charmed me extremely : they 
then adjourned to the hall, where a plentiful 
feaft was provided, and where the whole vil- 
lage were that night my Lord's guefts. 

Lord Belmont is extremely fond of all thefe 
old cuftonqs, and will fuffer none of them to 
be left off on his eftate. The fcrofpeS of this 
feftivity, he fays, chears them in their labouf, 
and is a fraudable tribute of gladnefs to that be- 
neficent being, to whofe bounty v*e, o^^ tks. 
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full reward of our toil, the plenteous harveft, 
and who rejoices in the happinefs of his crea- 
tures. 

Befides, fays my Lord, all thefe amufc- 
ments encourage a fpirit of matrimony, and 
cncreafe the number of my people. 

And pray, my dear Lord, do they encou- 
rage no other fpirit ? 

No, madam ; Lady Belmont's anger and 
mine would, in fucha cafe, they know, con- 
trary to that of the world, fall chiefly where it 
ought, on the feducer, who would be for ever 
expelled my eftate, the heavieft punishment I 
could poflibly inflift. Then, as I am a de- 
clared enemy to interefted marriages, the 
young people are allowed to chufe for them- 
felves, whkh removes the temptation to vice, 
which is generally caufed by the fhameful ava- 
rice of parents. 

Our example too is of great fervice, and al- 
lures them to a regular behaviour ; they think 
that mud be the happieft life, which we, who 
have the power of chufing, prefer j and there- 
fore it is the fafhion amongft them to be re- 
gular, and feek their happinefs, as we do, at 
home. 

I believe my Lord is right : I am well pleat- 
ed too, he throws the blame on you ye 
wretches, and excufes the poor laffes. In the 

eye 
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eye of the world it is to be fure u toute an 
contraire ;" but my Lord and Lady Belmont 
are fo lingular as to fee with their own eyes. 

Adieu ! We are all to go down one dance 
with the villagers, and I hear the tabor and 
pipe. 

O Heavens ! a coach and fix, the Mande- 
Ttlle livery ; a running footman ; it mud be 
Lady Mary ; I, will enquire ; it is hcrfclf ; my 
Lord flies to receive her in the court \ Lady 
Belmont and Lady Julia are at the door ; {he ' 
alights ; I never faw her before ; her figure 
is (hiking, full of dignity, and that grace 
which is almoft loft in this generation ; ihe 
enters the houfe leaning on my Lord \ I am 
grieved Harry is gone; I wifh her to be 
fome time with him ; (he only juft faw him at 
he came through London m bis way to BcU 
mont. 

But I muft go to pay my refpe&s. Adieu I 

TO GE ORGI MoRDAUNT, Rfq; 

« 

Tutfday, Sept. 14. 

AS I was fitting alone this morning at the 
inn looking out at the window, I faw 
ride into the yard Mr. Herbert, the gentleman 
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to whom I took fo ftrong an inclination at 

Lord T \ and for whofe character I have 

the higheft efteem. He faw me, and fpringing 
eagerly from his horfe, fent to know if I 
would admit him. He came, and after ex- 
prefling fome furprize at feeing me there, on 

my telling him I had left Lord T 's, and 

waited there a few days for letters, he infixed 
on my fpending that time at his houfe, in a 
manner which it was impoflible for me to re- 
fufe. As we rode, he apologized for the en- 
tertainment I fhould meet with ; wiflied for a 
larger (hare of the gifts of fortune that he 
might receive his friends *in a manner more 
fuited to his defires ; but faid, if he knew me, 
the heart of the hoft was all I (hould care for; 
and that I (hould relifli the homely meat of 
chearful friendship, as well as the fplendid 
profufion of luxury and pride. 

We arrived at a neat houfe, with a little ro- 
mantic garden behind it, where we were re- 
ceived by Mrs. Herbert with that hofpitable 
air which is infeparable from real benevolence 
of heart. Her perfon was extremely pleafing, 
and her drefs elegantly plain. She had a lit- 
tle boy fitting by her, lovely and playful as a 
Cupid. 

Neatnefs and propriety prefided at pur fru- 
gal meat ; and after a little defert of excellent 
fruit from their gar<tet\, Ms, Herbert took me 
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the tour of his eflate, which confifts of about 
feventy acres, which he cultivates himfelf, 
and has embelliflied with every thing that can 
make it lovely : all has the appearance of con- 
tent and peace : I obferved this to him, and 
added, that I infinitely envied his happinefs. 
He flopped and looked earneftly at me ; I am, 
indeed, faid he, happy in many things, and 
though my fortune is greatly below my birth 
and hopes, I am not in want ; things may be 
better ; till then I bear them as I can : my 
wife> whofe worth outweighs all praife,. com- 
bats our ill fate with a fpirit 1 cannot always 
imitate ; for her, Mr. Mandeville, for her, 
I feel with double keennefs the dings of ad- 
verfity. 

I obferved him too much affe&ed to purfue 
the fubje& farther, I therefore changed it, and 
returned to the houfe: but I will not leave him 
till I am inftru&ed how to draw the worm of 
difcontent from one of the worthiest of human 
bofoms. 

Write to me here, I (hall flay till I know 
when my father will be in the country. Adieu t 



"V* 
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To Col. Bellvilli. 

Wedntfdaj. 

I Am charmed with Lady Mary; her ad- 
drefs is eafy, polite, attentive ; (he is tall, 
brown, well-made, and perfe&ly graceful; 
her air would infpire awe, if not foftened by 
the utmoft fweetnefs and affability of beha- 
viour. She has great vivacity in her looks and 
manner ; her hair is quite white ; her eyes 
have loft their luftre ? yet it is eafy to fee fhe 
has been very handfome ; her hand and arm 
are yet lovely, of which (he is not a little vain : 
take her for all in all, (he is the fined ruin I 
ever beheld. 

Sh< is full of anecdotes of the queen's time, 
chofen with judgment, and told with fpirit, 
which makes her converfation infinitely amu- 
fing. She has been faying -fo many fine things 
of Harry, who by the way ftrongly refembles 
her, that I begin to think the good old lady 
has a matrimonial defign upon him: really 
npt amifs fuch a fcheme ; fine remains, an af- 
fluent fortune, and as to years, eighty is ab- 
folutely the bed age I know for a wife, except 
eighteen. She thinks him, what is extreme- 
ly in his favour, very like her brother, who 
was killed at the battle of Almanza. 
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She has the talkativenefs of age, which, 
where there is fenfe and knowledge of the 
world, I do not diflike ; (he is learned in ge- 
nealogy, and can tell you not only the inter- 
marriages, but the family virtues and vices of 
every antient houfe in the kingdom ; as to the 
modern ones, (he does not think them worth 
ftudying. I am high in her favour, becaufe 
my blood has never been contaminated by % 
city marriage. She tells me the women of my 
family have always been famous for a certain 
eafe and bon air, which (he is glad to fee is 
not loft; and that my grand- mother was rh$ I 
greareft ornament of queen Mary's court.' ' •% 

She has a great contempt for the prefefifrace 
of beauties, fays the very idea of grace is al- 
moft loft, and that we fee nothing/snow iwt 
mere pretty woman ; that (he c^ari oftty'account 
for this, by fuppofing the trifling tufhjof their 
minds gives an infignificancetp, their perfons; 
and that (he would advife them to learn to 
think and afl:, in order to their being able to 
look and move, with dignity. "You, ne- 
phew, (he fays, who remember each bright 
r Churchill of the Galaxy, will readily come 
into my opinion." She does me the honour, 
however, to fay I am th« mod graceful wo- 
man ihe has feen fince the Queen's time. 

She is a great -politician, and fometimes in- 
clined to be a tory, though ftie ^ralfefisaY*- 
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fe& impartiality ; loves the king, and idolizes 
the queen, becaufe (he thinks (he fees in her 
the fweet affability fo admired in her favourite 
Qyeen Mary — Forgives the cits for their op- 
pofition to peace, becaufe they get more mo- 
ney by war, the criterion by which they judge 
of every thing: but is amazed nobles, born 
guardians of the jufl rights of the throne, 
^he fountain of all their honours, (hould join 
thefe interefted Change-alley politicians, and 
endeavour from private pique, to weaken the 
Hands of their fovereign; but adds, with a 
figh, that mankind were always alike, and 
that it was jufl fo in the Queen's time. 

" But, pray, nephew, this Canada ; — I 
remember when Hill was fent againft it in the 
Qgeen's time, it was thought of great confe- 
quence ; and two or three years ago pam- 
phlets were wrote, I am told, by men very 
well born, to prove it was the only point we 
ought to have in view; but a point in which 
we could fcarce hope to fucceed. Is it really 
fo trifling an acquifition? And how comes 
the nature of it to be fo changed now we are 
likely to keep it ?" 

" Th« terms of peace talked of, madam, 
faid Lord Belmont, if we confider them in the 
only juft light, their relation to the end for 
which war was undertaken, are fuch as wif- 
dom and equity equally dvO&te, Canada, <on»- 
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fidered merely as the poffeffion of it gives fecu- 
rity to our colonies, is of more national confe- 
quence to us than all the fugar iflands on the 
globe: but if the prefent inhabitants are en- 
couraged to ftay by the mildnefs of our laws, 
and that full liberty of confcience to which 
every rational creature has a right ; if they are 
taught by every honeft art a love for that con- 
fritution which makes them free, and a perfonal 
attachment to the bed of princes; if they are 
allured to our religious worfhip, by feeing it in 
its genuine beauty, equally remote from their 
load of trifling ceremonies, and the unorna- 
mented forms of the diffenter; if population 
is encouraged ; the wafte lands fettled ; and 
a whale fiftiery fet on foot, we (hall find it, 
confidered in every light, an acquifition be- 
yond our mod fanguine hopes." 
O Ciel ! I am tired. Adieu ! 



To George Mordaunt, Efq; 

IAm ftill with Mr. Herbert, whofe genius, 
learning, and goodnefs of heart, make 
him an honour to human nature itfelf : I (hall 
never know peace till I find a way to render 1 
his fituation more worthy of his chara£ter. 

It was with great difficulty I drew from him 
the following fhort account of V\\mfe\X, 

Vol. II. 1 *^^ 
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There is nothing in my pafl: life but what 
is, I fear, too ufual to be worth relating. 
Warmth of temper, and the vanity of youth, 
feduced me into a circle of company not to be 
kept up by one of my fortune, at a lefs price 
than ruin ; and the fame vanity, with inexpe- 
rience, and a falfe opinion of mankind, be- 
trayed me into views not lefs deftrufitive. 
* My father unhappily died when I was about 
nineteen, leaving me at^college, matter of my 
own acYions, of the little eftate you fee, and 
of four thoufand pounds ; a fum I then thought 
vhauftible. The reputation of filch a fum 
in my own power, drew about me all the 
worthlefs young men of fafliion in the univerfi- 
ty, whofe perfuafions and examples led me 
into a train of expence to which my fortune 
was far from being equal ; they flattered thofe 
talents of which I thought but too well myfelf, 
and eafily perfuaded me I only wanted to be 
known in the great world to rife to what height 
J pleafed. I accompanied them to town, full 
of the idea of railing my fortune, to which they 
allured me nothing fo much contributed as the 
appearance of being perfectly at eafe. To this 
<end I launched into every expence they pro- 
pofed, drefs, equipage, play, and every fafhi- 
onable extravagance. I was well received 
every where, and thought my defignsin a prof- 
.perous way. I found my fortune, however, 
♦decaying at the end oS Ivio ^\^\>\&V*&\^\. 
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courage to enquire into particulars, till draw- 
ing upon my banker for money to pay fome 
debts I had unwarily contra&ed, he told me 
he had already paid the whole. 

It was fome time before h*2 could convince 
me of this ; but finding his account had all the 
appearance ©f exa&nefs, I was obliged to ac- 
quiefce, and went home in an agony of defpair. 
Unable to quit a way of life which was become 
habitual, and which it was now impoflible to 
fupport without difhonefty, there is nodefcrib- 
ing my feelings. After revolving a thoufand 
different fchemes' in my imagination, I deter- 
mined to conceal the fituation pi my affairs, 
to fell my eftate, and before that money was 
gone, prefs my great friends to ferve me. 

I applied to my banker, who undertook to 
fend me a purchafer : but before I had com- 
pleted njy defign, I received by the poll a 
bank note of five hundred pounds, the fum I 
was indebted in town ; with a letter in a hand 
unknown to me, representing in the mod de- 
licate manner, the imprudence of my pafl con- 
du&, the madnefs of my views, and the cer- 
tain confequences of my parting with this my 
laft ftake : intreating me by the memory of 
my parents, to preferve this facred depofit, 
this little remain of what their tender care ha4 
left me; 
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Melted with this generofity, (truck with the 
juft reproof, yet chained down to that world 
which has undone me ; convinced, yet irrefo- 
lute; I ftruggled with my own heart to deter- 
mine on retiring' into the country ; but to pofl- 
pone as long as poflible a retreat, which I 
could not bear to think of, refolved firft to try 
my great friends, and be certain of what I had 
to hope for. I reprefented to them the necef- 
fity of immediately attempting in earneft to 
pufh my fortune, and prefling them cloiely 
found their promifes were air. They talked in 
general terms of their efteem for me, of my 
merit, and each of them expreffed the warmefl 
defire of feeing me ferved by any means but his 
own. As a means to animate their languid 
friendfhip, I difcovered to them the real ftate 
of my affairs ; and from that moment found 
rhyfelf avoided by them all ; they dropped me 
by degrees ; were never at home when I called ; 
and at length ceafed even to bow to me in 
public; afliamed of their own bafenefs in thus 
cruelly deferring me, after leading me into 
ruin, mod of them fought to excufe it by 
blackening my character; whilft the beft of 
them affe£ted coldly to pity me, as a vain 
foolifh fellow, who had undone himfelf by 
forgetting his own primeval" fituatiori, and ar- 
.rogantly preTuming to live with them. * 

, Burning v ith indignation, I determined at 
once to break the b*\\feN*V\Ofc\\<£AT&s. *^- 
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tiye ; 1 fold my equipage, difcharged my 
debts, and came down to this place, refolved 
to find out to whom I had been fo obliged ; 
and by living on half my income, to repay this 
generous benefa&or. 

I took lodgings in a farm-houfe, and foon 
found that peace of mind to which I had long 
been a ftranger. I tried every method to find 
out to whom I was indebted for an aft of fuch 
exalted friendjfhip, but in vain ; till one day,* 
a relation being prefent, of whom I had fome 
fufpicion, I related the ftory, as of another, 
keeping my eyes fixed upon him ; he remain- 
ed perfectly unmoved ; but happening to turn 
my head, I faw a confufion in the air of a 
young lady in the room, with whom I had 
been bred in the greateft intimacy, which ex- 
cited all my attention. She faw me obferve 
her, and a blufh overfpread her cheeks, which , 
convinced me I had found the objeS of my 
fearch. I changed the fubjefir. ; and the next 
morning made her a vifit, when I with great 
difficulty drew from her a confeilion : that 
having long had a tender efteem. for me, ftie 
had, by a friend in town, watched all my ac- 
tions : that my banker had applied to that very 
friend to purchafe my eftate ; on which, fee- 
ing me on the brink of abfolute ruin, fhe had 
taken what appeared to her the moft probable 
means to prevent it ; and wa& fc Ytt^Yj *&\» 
fee (he had /ucceeded. •"'•"'• -"•■ 

■ I 3 \&«* 
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I dare fay I need not tell you this noble crea- 
ture was my dear Mrs. Herbert, the fmallnefs 
of whofe fortune added infinitely to the gene- 
rofity of the a&ion, what (he had fent me be- 
ing within a trifle her all. 

I loved, I addreffed her, and at length was 
fo happy as to call her mine. Blefled in the 
moft exalted paflion for each other, a paflion 
which time has rather increafed than abated, 
the narrownefs of our circumftances is the only 
ill wehave to complain of; even this we have 
{>orne with chearfulnefs in the hope of happier 
days. A late accident has, however, broke in 
upon that tranquillity with which heaven has 
hitherto blefled us. It is now about fix months 
fince a lady, who tenderly efteemed us both, 
fent for me, and acquainted me (he had procur- 
„ ed for me of a gentleman, whofe family had 
been obliged to her, a living of above three 
hundred pounds a year, in a beautiful fitua- 
tion ; and defired I would immediately take 
orders. As I was originally educated with 
a view to the church, I confented with inex- 
preflible joy, blefling that Heaven, which had 
thus rewarded my Sophia's generous affe&i- 
on, and given us all that was wanting to 
compleat our happinefs. I fet ou&for London 
with an exulting heart ; where, after being or- 
dained, I received the prefentation, and went 
down to take poffeff\on. The houfe was large 
and elegant, andbttwjsA m^\i^S^\\MivM^ 
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it rather better than fuited my prefentr circum- 

ftances; hutas I determined cm the mmoff 
frugality for Come years, I thought this of lit- 
tle confequence. I fet men to work in the gar* 
den ; and wrote my wife an account of oar 
new refidence, which made her eager to haften 
her removal. The day of my coming for niy 
family was fixed, when my patron came down 
to his feat, which was within fight of the rec- 
tory ; I waited on him, and found him fur- 
rounded by wretches, to whom it was fcarce 
poffible to give the name of human ; profligate,, 
abandoned, loft even to the fenfe of fhame; 
their converfation wounded reafon, virtue^ po- 
Jitenef9, and all that mankind agree to hold 
facred. My patron, the wealthy heir of a 
Weft Indian, was raifed above them, only 
by fortune, and a fuperior degree of ignorance 
and favage infenfibility. He received me with 
an infolence, which I found great difficulty in 
fubmitting to ^ and after fome brutal general 
reflections on the clergy, dared to utter e»- 
preflions relating to the beauty of my wife, 
which fired my foul with indignation ; breath- 
lefs with rage, I had not power to reply: 
when one of the company fpeakinglow to bint, 
he anTwered aloud, Hark, you Herbert, this 
blockheadPthinks a parfoti a gentleman ; and 
wonders at my treating, as I pleafe, a fellow 
who eats my bread. \ r . 

I 4 \^\ 
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I will fooner want bread, Sir, faid I, Tifing, 
than owe it to the moft contemptible of man- 
kind. Your living is once-more at yourdif- 
pofal ; I refign all right to it before this com- 
pany. 

The pleafure of having a&ed as I ought, 
fwelled my bofom with confcious delight, and 
fupported me till I reached home ; when my 
heart funk at the thought of what my Sophia 
might feel from the difappointmenr. Qur af- 
fairs too were a little embarraffed, from which 
miferylhad hoped to be fet free, inftead of 
which my debts were encreafed. Mr. Mande- 
ville, if you never knew the horrors of being 
in debt, you can form no idea of what it is to 
breathe the air at the mercy of another ; to la- 
bour, to flruggle to be juft whilft the cruel 
world are loading you with the guilt of injuftice. 
I entered the houle, filled with horrors not 
to be conceived. My wife met me with eager 
^enquiries about our future refidence; and with 
-repeated thanks to that God who had thus 
gracioufly beftowed on us the means of doing 
juilice. to all the world. You will imagine 
.what I felt at that moment: inftead of reply- 
,ircg^ I related to her the treatment I had met 
iwitlyand the character of him to whom' we 
Iwere, to be obliged ; and afked her, what (he 
would wifh me to do ? Refign the living, faid 
fhe, and truft to that Heaven whofe goodnefs 

r • 
I. >' i W 



X aor ) 
is over all bis creatures. I embraced her with^ 
tears of* tendej tranfport^ and. told her I had 
already done it. We. wjrqte ; to .the lady to, 
whole friendfhjp. we had been *objiged f for the 
presentation ; and fhe had the greatnefs o£ 
mind not to difapprove my conduQ. We 
have fince pra&ifed a more fevere frugality,, 
which we are determined not to relax fill what 
we owe is fully difcharged :time wilt, we hope, 
bring about this ejrid, ;: jand remqye the load 
which now opprefles my heart. Determined 
to truft to heaven and our own induftry, and 
to aim at independence alone, I have avoided 
all acquaintance which could interfere with 
this only ratidnlal plan : but Lord T— fee- 
ing ine at the houfe of a nobleman, whofe 
virtues do honour to his rank; and imagining 
my fortune eafy from my cordial reception 
there, invited me earneftly to his feat ; wb^re, 
having, as I fuppofe, been fince, undeceived v 
as to my fituatibn, you were a witnefs oLhis 
Hr\ worthy treatment of nie ; of one defcende4 
from a faro»iiy..noble as his own, liberally edji; 
<£ated, with a fpirit equally above meannef$ 
and pride, and a heart which feels too fenfibly 
to be happy in a world like this. 

Oh, Mr. Mandeville I what cafi you thinfc 
of him, who, inftead oiF pouring out his foul 
in thairkfulneis to Heaven- for thofe advantages 
he enjoys by its goodnefs above his fellow 
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creatures, makes ufe of them to wound the 
bofom of the wretched, and add double bit- 
ternefs to the cup of adverfity. 

The real evils' of a narrow fortune are tri- 
fling; its word pangs fpring from the unfeel- 
ing cruelty of others; it is not always that 
philofophy can raife us above the proud man's 
contumely, or thofe thoufand infults 

" Which patient merit of the unworthy 
" bears." 

You, Mr. Mandeville, are young, and full 
of probity ; your own heart will miflead you, 
by drawing too flattering a pidure of others ; 
the world is gay before you ; and blinded 
by profperity, you have never yet feen it as 
it is. I have heard you with infinite concern 
hint defigns ioo like my own : let me intreat, 
let me conjure you, to profit by my example; 
if peace is worth your care, be content with 
your paternal fortune, however fmall ; nor 
by raftily launching on the flattering faa 
of hope, hazard that Ihipwreck which I 
have fuffered. 

Mordaunt ! Is not this the voice of Hea- 
ven ? I wHl return to the bofom of indepen- 
dence, and give up defigns in which it is al- 
xnoft impoflible for modeft worth to fuc- 
ceed. 
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My father is in town ; I will go to him 
when he returns; his advice will determine 
my future conduft. 

A letter from Lady Julia : my fervant has 
this moment brought it from Lord T— — *s, 
whither I defired it to be dire&ed, not chuGng 
to let them know I have put an end to my 
vifit, left Lord Belmont (hould infift on my 
return. 

To Henry MaHdeville, Efq; 

IN what words (halll aflure the moft amia- 
ble of men he has nothing to fear from 
Lord Melvin ? if he knows my heart, he 
knows it incapable of change; fie knows not 
his own generous fpirit more difdains the low 
confideration of fortune ; he knows I can have 
but one wifh, that this accidental advantage 
was on his fide, that he might tafte. the tranf- 
port of obliging her he loves. 

My duty, my gratitude to the bed of pa- 
rents, forbids my entering into .prefect en-? 
gagements without his knowledge ;, nor will L 
make future one's, which would have in view- 
an event on which I cannot think without hor- 
ror: but his commands, were he. capable of. 
a&ingfo inconfiltently with his part indulgent. ^ 
goodnefs, would be inefficient to make me. 
give my hand to Lord Melvin, when nnj heist- 
is fixedly another's. 
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I may, perhaps, aflume courage to own my 
fehfibility, a fenfibility juftified by fuch merit 
in the obje&, to the tendereft of mother's 
and friends : in the mean time defer your re- 
turn to Belmont, and hope every thing from 
time, my father's friendfhip, and my unal- 
terable efteem Efteem did I fay ? Where 

did I learn this coldnefs of expreflion ? Let me 
own, though I am covered with blufhes 
whilft I write, it is from my love, my ardent 
love, from a paflion which is the pride and 
boaft of my life, that the molt charming of 
mankind has every thing to hope ; if his hap- 
pinefs depends on my affeSion, he is happy. 

You fhall hear from me by Lady Anne, and 
my beloved Emily ; at prefent you will not afk 
to hear from me. 

Adieu I 

O Mordaunt ! How fliall I reftrain the wild 
tranfports of my heart! Ker love, her moft 
ardent love-—— How could 1 fufpe&her 

truth? No, my friend, I a(k no more, I 

will not return to Belmont ; certain of her 
tendernefs, I fubmit, without repining, to her 
commands. 

Unable, however, to refift the defire of be- 
ing near her, I will go privately to a little farm, 
four miles from Belmont, of wh ch it has a 

view, 



( 205 ) 
view, which is rented by an old fervant of my 
father's, whofe fon is in love with one of La- 
dy Belmont's maids, and from whom I fhall 
hear daily accounts of Lady Julia ; as it is 
near the road, I may even have a chance of 
feeing her pafs by. 

I (hall leave my fervants at the inn, and or- 
der all my letters hither: Mr. Herbert will 
convey them to me, and keep the fecret of my 
-retreat. 

Great Heaven ! I (hall to-night be near her, 
I fhall behold the turrets of Belmont! It is 
even poffible I may fee the dear objeft of all 
my wiflies. A thoufand fweet ideas rife in my 
mind. My heart dances with pleafure. 

Mordaunt ! (he loves me, (he will never be 
another's. 

This paffion abforbs me wholly : I had al- 

molt forgot my friend; go to my banker's,' 

take a hundred pounds, and fend it by the 

poftto Mr. Herbert, without letting him know 

from whom it comes. Why is this trifle all 

that is ir* my power to do for worth like his ? 

If a happier fate But let me not encourage 

the fanguine hopes of youth, 

t. 
, I will introduce him to Lord Belmont, the 

friend of virtue, the fupport of the unhappy,: 

the delegate of Heaven itfelf. 



x? 
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To Col. Bellvilli. 

ThurJJay^ 

A Pretty fentimental letter your lad, and 
would make an admirable figure in a 
true hiftory of Celadon and Urania. Abfo- 
lutely, though, Bellville, for people who have 
fenfibility, and fo little profpeS of coming to- 
gether, in an honourable way, we are a mod 
extraordinary pair of lovers. And yet the 
. world — apropos to the world, a French au- 
thor I am reading, fays, a wife writer, to di- 
vert the fury of criticifm from his works, 
(hould throw in now and then an indifcretion 
in his conduct to play with, as feamen do a 
tub to the whale. 

Do not you think this might be a ufeful hint 
to us beauties } If I treat the good old ladies 
fometimes with a little imprudence in regard 
to you, my complexion may efcape the bet- 
ter for it. 

We are jud returned from a party on the 
water, which, like mod concerted parties, 
turned out exceedingly dull : we had gilded 
barges, excellent muftck, an elegant repad, 
and all that could invite pleafure amongft us; 
but whether her Ladyfhip be a true coquette, 
Bying faded when purfued, or what is the rea- 
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fon I know not, but certain it is, one feldom 
finds her when one goes to feek her ; her vifits 
are generally spontaneous and uncxpe&ed; 
(he rejefits all invitations, and comes upoii 
* you in her own way, by furprife. I fet off in 
high fpirits, my heart beating with expectati- 
on, and never paffed a more languid day ; I 
fancied every moment would be pleafanter, 
but found the laft hour as fpiritlefs as the firft. 
I faw chagrin and difappointment in the eyes 
of half the company, efpecially the younger 
part of it. Lady Julia feemecl to fay, " All 
jhis would be charming if Harry Mandeville 
was here." My own ideas were fomething 
fimilar, I could not keep my imagination from 
wandering a little to Grofvenor-ftreet ; mod 
of the miffes were in the fame fituation, whilft 
the good old people feemed perfe&ly fatisfied ; 
which convinces me that at a certain time of life 
there is no pleafure without the heart ; where 
that is untouched^ and takes no part in your 
amufements, all is ftill life and vegetation : it 
is in vain to expeS enjoyment from outward 
bbje&s, where the foul is from hojnC 

I miffed my fweet Harry exceedingly, for 
though not a lover, he is a divine fellow, and 
there is fomething vailly amufing in having fo 
agreeable an objeft before one's eyes. 

Whenever I make a party of plea&re, it 
fhall confift all of lovers, who have not met 
of a Twelvemonth. 
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Who (houUJ we meet oil our return, but 
Fondville, in a fuperb barge, full of compa- 
ny, dying at the feet of the Cittadina, who 
was finging.a pelting Italian air. Yes, we 
are to be Lady Vifcoqntefs Fondville, all is 
agreed, the clothes befpoke, our very garters 
interwoven with coronets. I (hall get off be- 
fore the days of vifitation, for there will be no 
fupporting Madame la Vifcomteffe, ; 

I have been taking half an hour's tete a tete 
with Lady Mary; and have let her into the 
fecret of little Weftbrook's paffion for Harry : 
She drew up at the very mention, was afton- 
iflied, that a creature of yefterday, could 
think of mixing his blood with that of Man- 
deville, declared (he knew but twenty houfes 
in Europe into which (he (hould ever confent 
to Harry's marrying. 

I took this opportunity of giving a hint of 
his inclination for Lady Julia, but am doubt- 
ful whether (he underflood me. Oh ! that 
he had Lord Melvin's expectations 1 But why 
dd I wifti for mipoflibihties ? Let me father 
wifli, what is next to infipoflible, that Lord 
Belmont would overlook the want of them ! 
< Adieu! 

To 
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To Col. Bellville. 

Thurfday Evening. 

OCiel! Une avanture! Making ufe of 
the fweet Liberty of Belmont, which 
has no rule but that of the Thelemites, " Do 
what thou wilt," I left them after dinner to 
fettle family affairs, and ordered my cbaribt 
to take a folitary airing : an old cat, however, 
arriving juft as it came to the door, who is a 
famous proficient in fcandal, a treat I am ab- 
solutely deprived of at Belmont, I changed 
my mind, and aJked her to accompany me, 
that I might be amufed with the fecret hiftory 
<oiF all the neighbourhood. 

She had torn to pieces half a dozen of the 
prettied women about us, v/hen paffing through 
a little village about fix miles from Belmont, I 
was (truck with the extreme neatnefs of a fmall 
houfe and garden near the road ; there was an 
elegant plainnefs in the air of it, which pleafed 
me fo much, that I pulled the firing, and 
ordered the coachman to flop, that I might 
examine it more at leifure. I was going to 
bid him drive on, when two women came out 
of an arbor, one of whom inftantly engaged 
all my attention. 

Imagine to yourfelf in fuch a place all that 
is graceful and lovely in womatv, ttft Afe^jw^a 
of form and habit $ a digntty <A cte^o\VKtf^> 
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an air of delicate languor and fenfibility,. which 
won the heart at a look; a complexion in- 
clining to pale ; the fineft dark eyes ; with a 
countenance in which a modefl forrow and 
dignified dejecYion gave the ftrongeft indica- 
tions of fuffering merit. 

My companion feeing the apparent partia- 
lity with which I beheld this amiable objeft, 
began to give me a hiftory of her, embittered 
by all the virulence of malice ; which how- 
ever, amounted to no more, than that (he was 
a ftranger, and that as nobody knew who (he 
was, they generoufly concluded fhe was one 
whofe intereft it was not to be known. 

They now drew nearer to us : and the 
charming creature ra'rfing her eyes, and then 
firft feeing us, exclaimed, good Heaven! 
Lady Anne Wilmot ! Is it poffible ! I now 
regarded her more attentively, and though 
greatly changed fince I faw her, knew her to 
be Bell Haftings, Mr. Wilmot's niece, whom 
1 had been long endeavouring to find. I 
fprung from the chariot to meet her, and need 
not tell you my tranfport at fo unexpected a 
rencounter. 

After the common enquiries on meeting, I 
cxpreffed my furprize at finding her there, 
with a gentle reproach at her unkindnefs in 
being in England without letting me know it 
She blufhed, and feem^ w&>*toKs& ^v^VAk. 
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I faid ; on which I changed the fubjeQ, and 
prefled her to accompany me immediately to 
Belmont, the place on earth where merit like 
hers was moft fure of finding its beft reward, 
efteem. She declined this propofal in a man- 
ner which convinced me fhe had fome parti- 
cular reafon for refufmg, which I doubted not 
her taking a proper time to explain, and 
therefore gave it up for the prefent. I infifted, 
however, on her promifing to go with me to 
town; and nothing but a matrimonial en- 
gagement fhould feparate her from me. There 
is no defcribing the excefs of her gratitude, 
tears of tender fenfibility (hone in her eyes ; 
and I could fee her bofom fwell with fenfations 
to which (he could not give utterance. 

An hour pafled without my having thought 
of my meagre companion at the gate. I was 
not forry for having accidentally mortified the 
envious wretch for her fpite to poor Bell. 
However, as I would not be defignedly (hock- 
ing, I fent to her, and apologized for my neg- 
lect, which I excufed from my joy at meet- 
ing unexpectedly with a relation for whom I 
had the tendereft friendfhip. The creature 
alighted at my requefl ; and to make amends 
for the pi&ure (he had drawn of my amiable 
niece, overwhelmed her with civilities and 
expreflions of efteem, which would have en- 
creafed my contempt for her, if atv^j tkvfc^v^ 
nature could. 
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After tea we returned, when I related my 
adventure, and, though fo late, could fcarce 
prevail on Lady Belmont to defer her vifit to 
Bell till to-morrow. She hopes to be able to 
prevail on her to accompany us back to Bel- 
mont. 

Adio, caro. 

To George Mordaunt, Efqj 

T Write this from my new abode, a little 
_ fequeftered farm, at the fide of a roman- 
tic wood : there is an arbor in the thickeft 
grove of intermingled jeffamines and rofes. 
Here William meditates future happy hours, 
whep joined to his lovely Anna : he has 
^dorned it with every charm of nature, to 
plea fe the miftrefs of his foul : here I pafs my 
fweeteft hours : here William brings me news 
of Lady Julia ; he is this moment returned ; 
he faw her walking to the ruftic temple, lean- 
ing on Emily* Howard : he tells me fhe fighed 
^s' fhe paft him. O Mordaunt ! was that 
fighforme? 

Not certain lady Julia would forgive mf 

being fo near her, or a concealment tha'. has 

fo guilty an air, I have enjoined William fe- 

crecy even to -\us Kt\t\^, %x& bubed it bqpa 

promife of makmg VvmVv^^; V^Nsxsfcv 
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therefore come round by Mr. Herbert's, and 
it is three days before I receive them. I have 
not yet heard from Belmont, or my father. I 
am fuppofed to be ftill at Lord T— — 's. - 

Ever an enthufiaft, from warmth of heart 
and imagination, my whole foul is devoted to 
Lady Julia. I pafs my days in carving that 
loved name on the rinds of the fmoothefl 
trees ; and when the good old mar, retires to 
his red, William and. I ileal forth, and ride 
to the end of Belmont park, where having 
contemplated the dear abode of all that earth 
contains of lovely, and breathed an ardent 
prayer to Heaven for her happinefs, I return 
to my ruftic retreat, and wait patiently till the 
next evening brings back the fame pleafing 
employment. 

Since I left Belmont, I have never known 
happinefs like what I now feel. Certain of 
her tendernefs, tranquillity is reftored to my 
foul : for ever employed in thinking of .her ; 
that painful reflraint which Company brought 
is removed ; the fcenes around me, and the 
dear folitude I enjoyed,. are proper to flatter a 
love-fick heart ; my paflion is "foot lied by the 
artlefs expreffion of William's ; I make him 
fit hours talking of his_ Anna : he brings me 
eVery day intelligence of jjiy angel ; I fee 
every hour the place which (he' inhabits. Am 
Inot'moft happy? Her idea is., perpetually 
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before me ; when I walk in thefe fweet fliades, 
fo refembling thofe of Belmont, I look around 
as if expe&ing to behold her ; I ftart at every 
found, and almoft fancy her lovely form in 
my view. 

Oh ! Mordaunt ! what transport do I find 
in this fweet delirium of love! How eagerly 
do 1 expe& the return of evening ! could I 
but once again behold her ! once again fwear 
eternal paffion— I have a thoufand things to 
fay. 

««$>«&> «£» <&» <5> <B»Q<?P O O Q<j> <^<> «gX» 
To Col. Bellville* 

Tue/i/ay morning* 

I Have this moment a letter from Bell Haft- 
ings, which I fend you,: I wifh her here, 
yet know not how to prefs it, after fo rational 
an apology. 

To Lady Anne Wilmot. 

BEFORE I abfolutely accept or refufe 
your ladyfhip's generous invitation, al- 
low me to account to you, for my being in a 
place where you fo little expected to find me, 
but which I am convinced you will acquiefcet 
in my continuing in, when you know the mo- 
tives which induced ttie, to make choice of it. 
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When my uncle married your ladyfhip, you 
may remeber he left me in a convent at Pa- 
ris, where I (laid till his death. I fliould then 
have returned, but. having contracted a very 
tender friendfliip for a young lady of the firft 
qyality in England, (he preffed me to continue 
there till her return, which was fixed for the 
year following. About three months before we 
intended to leave Paris, her brother arrived, 
on which occafion (he left the convent, and 
went to fpend her remaining time with an aunt 
who then redded in France, and who being 
told I had (laid the laft year in complaifance 
to her amiable niece, infilled on my accom- 
panying her : to fpare a long narrative of 
common events, the brother of my friend be- 
came paffionately in love with me, and I was 
fo unhappy as to be too fenfible to his tender- 
nefs : he intreated me to conceal our attach- 
ment from his fitter for the prefent ; profeffed 
the mod honourable defigns ; told me he did 
not doubt of bringing his father to confent to a 
marriage to which there could be noobje&ion 
that was not founded in the mod fordid ava- 
rice, and on which the happinefs of his life 
depended. 

The time of our intended return to England 
drawing near, he employed, and fuccefsfully, 
the power he had over my heart, to influence 
my acceptance of an invitation given ttve, b^ 

2, \\\£.Tw\ 
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a friend of my mother'*, to accompany her 
to Florence, where I promifed to flay till his 
return from Rome. 

Too much in love, as he faid, and I weak-. 
ly believed, to fupport a longer abfence, he 
came in a few months to Florence ; we were 
then in the country with a Florentine noble- 
man, whofe lady was related to my friend, 
to whom he was ftrongly recommended, and 
who gave him an invitation to his villa ; which 
I need not tell you he accepted. We faw 
each other continually, but under a reftraint, 
which, whilft it encreafed our mutual paflion, 
was equally painful to both. At length he 
contrived to give me a letter, prefling me to 
fee him alone in the garden at an hour he men- 
tioned. I went, and found the moll beloved 
of men waiting for me in a grove of oranges. 
He faw me at a diftance : I flopped by an in- 
voluntary impulie : he ran to me, he ap- 
proached me with a tranfport which left me 
no room to doubt of his affe&ion. 

After an hour fpent in vows of everlafting 
love, he preffed me to marry him privately, 
which I refufed with an air of firmnels but 
little fuited to the ftateofmy heart, and pro- 
tected no confideration fhould ever induce me 
to give my hand without the confent of his 
father. 
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He expreflcd great refentment of a refoluti- 
on which he affirmed was inconfiftent with a 
real paffion: pretended jealoufy of a young 
nobleman in the houfe, and artfully hinted 
at returning immediately to England ; then 
foftening his voice, implored my compaffion, 
vowed he could not live without me, and fo 
varied his behaviour from rage to the mofl de- 
ducing foftnefs, that the fear of difpleafing 
him, who was dearer to me than life, aflUted 
by the tender perfuafive eloquence of well dif- 
fembled love, fo far prevailed over the dic- 
tates of reafon and flriS honour, that unable 
to refifthisdefpair, I confented to a clandeftine 
marriage : I then infifted on returning imme- 
diately to the houfe, to which he confented, 
though unwillingly, and leaving me with all 
the exulting raptures of fuccefsful love, went 
to Florence to prepare a priefl to unite us f 
promifing to return with him in the morning; 
the next day pafled, and the next, without 
my hearing of him : a whote week elapfed in 
the fame manner ; convinced of his affeSion 
my fears were all for his fafety, my imagina- 
tion prefcnted danger in ev.ery form, and no 
ionger able to fupport the terrors of my mind 
filled with a tfioufand dreadful ideas, I fent 
a fervant to enquire for him at the houfe where 
he lodged, who brought me word lie had left 
Florence the very morning orr which ie"K^i&.- 
,ed Ms return. Thofe oriW vjWVkn* ^» N *^ 
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like me can conceive what I felt at this news; 
but judge into what an abyfs of mifery I was 
plunged on receiving a few hours after a let- 
ter ftom his filler, prefling me to return to 
her at Paris, where (he was ftill waiting, in 
compliance with orders from home, for her 
brother, who was to accompany her to Eng- 
land dire&ly to marry an heirefs, for whom 
he had been long intended by his father ; (he 
added that I mud not lofe a moment, for that 
her brother would, before I could receive the 
letter* be on the road to Paris. 

Rage, love, pride, refentment, indigna- 
tion, now tore my bofom alternately. After 
a conflid of different paffions, I determined 
on forgetting my unworthy lover, whofe neg- 
le& appeared to me the contemptible infolence 
of fuperior fortune. I left the place the next 
day, as if for Paris, but taking the neareft 
way to England, came hither to a clergyman's 
widow, who had been a friend of my mother's, 
to whom I told my ftory, and with whom I 
determined to ftay concealed, till I heard the 
fate of my lover, I made a folemn vow, in 
the firft hate of my refentment, never to write 
to him, or let him know my retreat, and, 
though with infinite difficulty, I have hither- 
to kept it. But what have I not fuffered for 
this condu&,which, though my reafon di&ates, 
my heart condemns ! A thoufand times have I 
teen on the r^\uto£i^coN^\\t^tcv^^\\si\^\sw^ 
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and at lead giving him an opportunity of vin- 
dicating himfelf. I accufe myfelf of injuftice, 
in condemning him unheard, and on appear- 
ances which might be falfe. So weak is a 
heart in love, that though when I chofc my 
place of retreat, I was ignorant of -that cir- 
cumftance, it was with pleafure, though a 
pleafure I endeavoured to hide from myfelf, 
that I heard it was only ten miles from , his 
father's feat. I ought certainly to have changed 
it on this knowledge, but find a thoufand plau- 
fible reafons to the contrary, and am but too 
fuccefsful in deceiving myfelf. 

Convinced of the propriety of my conduct 
in avoiding him, I am not the more happy. 
My heart betrays me, and reprefents him con- 
tinually to my imagination in the mod amiable 
light, as a faithful lover, injured by my fufpi- 
cions, and made wretched by my lofs. 

- Torn by fentiments which vary every mo- 
*nent ; the ftruggles of my foul have impaired 
my health, and will in time put an end to a 
life, to the continuance of which, without him, 
I am perfectly indifferent. 

Determined, however, to perfift in a con- 
duct, which, whatever I fuffer from it, is cer- 
tainty my duty, I cannot, as I hear he is re- 
turned, confent to come to Belmowt* -viVnr**. 
it is fcarce poflible 1 (bou\d fe\\ vhwxven^ tf\>\x 
K 7. * 
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of his rank, who muft undoubtedly be of 
Lord Belmont's acquaintance. 

Till he is married, or I am convinced I 
have injured him, I will not leave this retreat; 
at lead I will not appear where I am aim oft 
certain of meeting him, whom I ought for 
ever to avoid. 

O Lady Anne ! How fevere is this trial! 
How painful the conqueft over the fweeteft af- 
fections of the human heart ! How mortify- 
ing to love an object which one has ceafed to 
efteem ! Convinced of his unworthinefs, my 
pa (lion remains the fame, nor will ever ceafe 
but with life : I at once defpife and adore him ; 
yes, my tendernefs is, if pofiible, more lively 
•than ever ; and though he has doomed me 
to mifery, I would die to contribute to his 
happinefs. 

You, madam, will, I know, pity and for- 
give the inconfiftencies of a heart afhamed of 
its own weaknefles, yet too fincere to difguife 
or palliate them. I am no ft ranger to your 
noblenefs of fentlment ; in your friendmip 
and companion all my hopes of tranquillity are 
founded. I will endeavour to conquer this ill- 
placed prepoflfeflion, and render myfeJf more 
worthy your efteem. If his marriage with 
another makes it impoffible for him to fuppofe 
1 throw myfelf defignedly in his way, I will go 
with you to town in the winter, and try if 

\ the 
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the hurry of the world can erafe his linag* 
from my bofom. If he continues unconnefiU 
ed, and no accident clears up to me his con- 
dud, I will continue where I am, and lot 
ever hide my folly in this retreat. 

Poor Bell! how I pity her I Heaven cer- 
tainly means lore for our reward in another 
worlds it fo feldom makes it happy in this. 
But why do we blame heaven ? It is our own 
prejudices, our rage for wealth, our cowardly 
compliance with the abfurd opinions of others, 
which robs us of all the real hap pitteft of life* 

I fhould be glad to know * ho this defpica- 
ble fellow a* th4?>ugh -really it r is poflible (he 
may injure him ; I mud know his name, and 
find out whether or not flie is torturing herfelf 
without reafon. If he bears fcrutinizing, our 
plans may coincide, and my jointure mak£ 
us all happy ; if not he (hall have the mortifi:-' 
dation of knowing fhe has atl ea"fy fortune ; 
and of' feeing her what J it r ffiall be my bufinefi 
to raiake her next winter, one of themoft 
fafhionable women, and celebrated toaftsy 
about town. 

After all, are we not liable in th£ mafcbinid 
ftyle, not to be ab)e to withdraw our love 
when our efteem is at an end"? I fuppofe one 
might find a pbilofophical reafon for thts>io 
jjewston's Laws of attraftion. The heaj^csf. 
t woman does, I ima^e, ^v^tsXVj, %\i^S*WC : 
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towards a handfome, well-drefled, well-bred 
fellow, without enquiry into his mental qua* 
lities. Nay, as to that, do not let me be par- 
tial to you odious men ; yoa have as little 
tafte for mere internal charms as the lighted 
coquette in town. You talk fometimes of the 
beauties of the mind .; bttf I (Hould be glad, 
as fomebodyhas faid very well, to fee one of 
you in love with a mind of thfeefcore. 

I am really forry for Bell, but hope to bring 
her out of thefe heroicks by Chriftmas. The 
town air, and being followed five or fix weeks 
as a beauty, will do wonders. I know no fpe- 
cific for a love-fit like a conftant crowd of 
pretty fellows. 

The world, I dare fay, will foon reflore 
her to her fenfes ; it is impoflible fhe mould 
ever regain them in a lonely village^ with no 
company but an old woman. 

How pearly we love to nurfe up our follies ! 
Bell, I dare fay, fancies vail merit in this ro- 
mantic conftancy to a man who, if he knew 
her abfurdity* would laugh at it. 

I have no patience with my own fex, for 
their want of fpirit. 

Friday night* 

O Heavens! who could have thought it? 
Of- all the birds in the air find me out Lord 
Mclvin for Bc\\Rafcu\g£*Wre.t \^>&\\v^>**!v 
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ever fo charming : I'tell the (lory, vrhich docs 
his bulinefs here in a moment ; ferves my love- 
ly Harry, and puniflies the wretch's infidelity 
as itdeferves. Adieu ! I fly to communicate/ 

Saturday Morning* 

All this is very ftrange to me. Lord Bel- 
mont, to whom I laft night mentioned Lord 
Mtlvin's connexion with Bell as a reafoit 
againft his marrying Lady Julia, aflures me 
Do fuch thing was ever intended ; that he was 
amazed how I came to think fo; that Lord 
Rochdale has other views for his fon, from 
which, however he is averfe, I am glad to 
hear his laft circumftances, and hope Bell has 
wronged him by her fufpicions. 

But who can this be that is intended for 
Lady Julia ? I do not love to be impertinent, § 
but my curiofity is rather excited ; I (hall not 
fleep till I am in thisfecret ; I muft follow my 
Lord about till I get a clue to direct me, How 
ftiall I begin the attack f " Really, my lord, 
fays I, this furprises me extremely, I could 
have fworn lord Melvin was the perfon your 
lord (hip meant ; if it is not he, who can it 
be ?" 

Yes, this will do ; I will go to him dire&ly 
^— — Cruel mart! how he plays with my 
anxiety I he is gone out in a poft-chaife with. 
Lady Julia ; the chaife drove fco«\ Od^* <is*afc 

this moment. • - 

K4 \«* 
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I can fay not a word more ; I am on the 
wreck of expedition ; I Could not be more 
anxious about a lover of my own. 

" The heir of an earldoni, and of an afflu- 
ent fortune." I have tortured my brain this 
hour, and not a fcruple the nearer. 

Adieu. 

To George Mordaunt, Efq; 

Saturday Morning. 

O Mordaunt ! I have fcen her ; have heard 
the found of that enchanting voice ; my 
lord was in the ehaife with her ; they flopped 
tt> drink fre(h cream ; William prefented her 
anofegay; (he thanked him with an air of 
fweetnefs, which would hav* won the foul of 
a favage. My heart beat with unutterable 
tranfport ; it was with difficulty I re ft rained 
myfelf. 

Mordaunt ! I muft return •> I can no longer 
bear this abfence : I will write this moment 
to lord Belmont, and own my paffion for 
his daughter; I will paint in the mod lively 
Colours my love and defpair : I will tell 
him I have nothing to hope from the world, 
and throw myfelf intirely on his friend(hip. : 
I know the. indVfcretvwv c£ \VA* ^toceed-^ 
tog ; I know 1 ovifcYtt ivo^ xo \vw<^ fcawfcM 
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btft 1 tiave too long concealed my lentimtfrtts, 
and parfued a conduct unworthy ray heart. I 
. I haije wfote^I have fent away the! Jetreirj 
t have laid alK that cant i engage brrheirt Tit 
»y favour; : to-morrow he.*wil^reccivie my 
letter;: to-morrow > , O Mordauni t hoW 
foonwittmy fate be determined ! Achilhiefa 
feizes me st the thought^ my hand trembles, 
it is with difficulty FhdU th« ^)dn. ;Ihavtf 
entreated an hmthedk&e smforpiy ic witt corne 
inclofed toi Mr^Hkrlaerty iti^fwhomM have 
wrote to bribjg the- letter hunfelf, Gn Wed* 
nefday I (hall be the raoft Happy r or.r»oft loft 
of mankind. What a dreadful interval' will h 
be ! My heart dfeewithin me at bhe thbirgit. 



To-BekryMandeville, Efq;. 

JBffaontff/iBtfr- September . 

I Am commtffioned by lady Anne, my dear 
Mr. Mandeville, to infift on your imme- 
diate return : ; fhe deplar^s flie can no longer 
fuppbrt the couritry withdfut you; but (hall 
die with chagrin and ennui ; even play itfelf 
has loft half its charms in your abfence. La- 
dy Mary, my wife and daughter joiji in the " 
fame requeft, which I have £ thoufand rea- 
fons to prefs your complying with, asfoonaa 
is confident with what ^olkeuefs, -*xa&& u&a*i- 
gard to iord T > ^ 
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One, and not the weakeft, > w the pleafure 
I find in converfa$ion, a pleafure I never tafte 
more ftrongly than with yqui; and a pleafure 
which pfomifcuous vifttors hive for fome time 
ceafed to give roe. I have not loft ray relifli 
for fociety, but it grows, in fpite of alt my en- 
deavours, more delicate. I have as great 
pleafure as ever in the convention of fried 
friends ; but I cannot ib well bear the com- 
mon run of company; ; I took on this delicacy 
as one of the tnfivmjties of age,, and as much 
afymptom of decay, as* it would be to lofe ray 
tafte for road beef, and be abk only to relifh 
ortolans, 

Lord Fondville is nexttr*efc to marry Mifs 
Weftbrook ; they have a coacVi making which 
is to ct)ft a thoufand popnds. 

I am interrupted by a worthy man, to 
whom I am fo happy as to be able to do a fer- 
Vice : to you I need make no other apology. 



Acfteu! my amiable friend I 



1 



G 



( 2*7 ) 

To Lady Anne Wilmot, 

Saturday, Grtfvimr-ftrtet. 

LAN the moil refined of her fex, at the ve- 
ry moment when (he owns herfelf fhock- 
ed at Mr. H— — *s malicious infinuation, re- 
fufe to fflenc: her by making me happy > Can 
lhe fubmit to one of the keenefl evils a fenfible 
and delicate mind can feel, only to inflict tor- 
ment on the man whofe whole happinefs de~ 
pends on her, and to whofe tendernefs lhe has* 
owned herfelf not infenflble I 

Seeing your adverfenefa from marriage, I 
have never prefled you oi> a fubje& which 
feemed difpleafing to you, but left it to time 
and my unwearied love to diffipate thofe un- 
juft and groimdlefs prejudices, which flood 
in the way of all my hopes ; but does not thia 
refpeft, this fubmiffion^ demand that you- 
ihould (tridly examine thofe prejudices, and 
be convinced, before you make it, that they 
defeFve fuch a facrifke I 

Why will yon, myideareff lady Anne, 
, urge your paft happinefs as a reafon a gain ft 
entering into a flate of which you cannot be a 
judge? You were never married; the fqft 
confent of hearts, the tender fjm^ath^ o€ 
yielding minds, was vraut\n^\ fawakVj <&»» 
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will of a tyrannic father to take on you an in- 
fupportable yoke, too young to affert the 
rights of humanity ; the freedom of your will 
deftroyed ; the name of marriage is profaned 
by giving it to fo deteftable an union. 

- You have often fpoke with pleafure of thofe 
fweet hours we paft at Sudley farm. Can you 
then refufe to perpetuate fuch happinefs ? Are 
there no charms in the unreferved converfe of 
the man who adores you ? Or can you prefer 
the unmeaning flattery of fools you defpife, to 
the animated language of faithful love ? 

If you are (till infenfible to my happinefs, 
will not my intereft prevail on you to relent ? 
My uncle, who has juft loft his pnly fon, of- 
fers to fettle his whole eftate on me, 6n con- 
dition 1 immediately marry ; a condition it de- 
pends on you alone whether I (hall comply 
with. If you refufe, he gives it on the fame 
terms to a diftant relation, whofe itiiftrefs has 
a lefs cruel heart. Have you fo little genera- 
lity as to condemn me at once to be podr * 
and miferable • to lofe the gifts both of love 
and fortune ? 

I have wrote to lady Belmont to intercede 
for me, and truft infinitely more to her elo- 
quence than my own. 
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The only rational objection to my happitieft 
my uncle's eftate removes ; you will bring me 
his fortune, and your own will make Belt 
Haftirigs happy : if you now refufe, you have 
the heart of a tygrefs, and delight in the itri- 
fcry of others. 

Interrupted : my uncle. May all good an- 
gels guard the mod amiable and lovely of wo- 
men, and give her to her paflionate 

Bellville 1 

To Col. Bellville. 

Mori da}. 
« T T TELL you marry me, my dear Aflf 
" VV Croaker ?" For ever this qtitefc 
tion, Bellville ? and yet really you feem to be 
liot at all in the fecret. " Refpe&, fubmitf. 
iiori"— — I thought you had known the fet 
better*: How fliould a mbdeft wdttfati eve* bte 
prevailed on by a refpe&ful fubmUfivfe lover? 
You would not furely have us——* » > 

O Heavens! A billet. Some delpa'irin'g 
inamorato: Indeed? Lord Melvin? He is 
not goWig to make love to me fure. i 

Vety well ; things are in a fine train, j He 
writes me here as pretty an heroic epiftle is 
one would defire, fetttng forth tta ^*&&b <&* 
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Bell Haftings, whom he has jiift diftrovered is 
my niece, and whom he declares be cannot 
live without ; owning appearances are againft 
bim, and begging me to convey to her a long 
tidi didum letter, explaining the reafons and 
caufes— -The (lory is tedious, but the fum 
total is this ; that he found at Florence the 
friend on earth he moft loved, engaged in ant 
affair of honour, in which he could not avoid 
taking part as his fecond ; that they went to 
the laft town in the Tufcan (late, in order to . 
tfcape into another, if any accident made it 
neceffary to elude the purfuit of juftice : that, 
to avoid fufpicion, he left orders with his peo- 
ple to fay he had left Florence : that he wrote 
tor her ^y his valet, who was unfortunately 
feized and confined, the affair being fufpeft- 
ed : that he was wounded, and obliged to (lay 
fome time before he could return to Florence, 
when he was informed (he had left Italy j and 
though he had omitted no means to find her, 
had never been fo happy as to fucceed: had 
made his fitter, Lady Louifa, his confidante, 
and by her af&ftance had almoft prevailed on 
his father to confent. 

" Almoft prevailed on" Really thefe arc 
pretty airs. I (hall write him an extreme 
jftately anfwer, and let him know if he expe&s 
Mifs Haftings to do him the honour, his ad- 
dreh muft be in <\uite another ftile : Mifs 
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Haftings, in blood, in merit, in education, 
in every thing truly valuable, and in fortune 
too, ifl pleafe, his equal. I wifli the foofifl* 
girl was not fo madly in love with him, for I 
long to torture his proud heart : I cannot refift 
teafing him a tittle, but, as I know her 
weaknefs, and that we muft come to at laft, 
I (hall be forced to leave a door of mercy 
open: I fhatt, howevery infift on hrs- fami- 
ly's feeking the match, and on Lord Roch- 
dale's alking her of me in form; I will 
not yield a fcruple of our dignity on this occ$» 
fion. 

But I mufl carry this letter to Bell. 

Adieu ( 

As to your foolim queflion, T may perhaps 
allow you to vifii at Belmont : I will promife 
no more at prefent. 

Did I tell you we all fpentyefterday with my 
niece? She has the honour to pleafe Lady 
Mary, who, on feeing, her at a little diftance 
•with Lady Julia and me,, (no ill group cer r 
tainly) infiiHd on our fitting next winter for 4 
picture of the Graces dancing. 

Or fuppofe, Madam, faid I, the three 
<3oddefles on Mount Ida, with Harry Man- 
deville for our Paris ? , 

Poor 
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Pdor little Emily, being equally under (izi , 
for a Grace or a Goddefe, muft be content to 
be a Hebe iri a (ingle piece 
j Adiof 



THIS eveiit nrftuflfa is moffi extraordina- 
ry ; but thefe fudden and violent revo- 
lutions are the natural conferences of that 
hiftabifity whkh muft ever attend defpotic 
forms of gpyeipment : Happy Britain ! where 
the laws are equally the guard of prince and 
people,* where liberty and prerogative go hand 
in hand, and mutually fupport each other: 
where no mvafion can ever be made on any 
part of the confutation witiiout' endartget 1 * 
ing the whbW : ivhei-e popttlar cWmb'uF, like 
the tbu'n&sK(!brta, by agititing, cteafrs' and 
purifies the air, and its tfirffaeft ddne i .'fiiU 
fides. 

If. this tetter finds you at LordT— *- -'s, I 
would have* you return inrfmediatdy ta BeK 
mont, where I (hall be in at few tfeys. i^ndf 
Mafy is already there, and intends to execute 

• the 
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the defign Lord B'elinont mentioned to you, 
which makes your pretence there abfolutely 
neceflary. 

The tide of fortune, my dear Harry, feems 
turning in your favour; but let it not har- 
den your heart to the misfortunes of your fel- 
low-creatures, make you infolent to merit, in 
the vale of humbler life, or tempt you to for- 
get that all you poffefs is the gift of that be- 
neficent power in whofe fight virtue is the only 
diftin&ion. 

The knowledge I have of your heart makes 
thefe cautions perhaps unneceflary y but you 
will forgive the exceflive anxiety of paternal - 
tendernefs, alarmed at the near profpeQ of 
your tafting the poifon mod fatal to youtlj, 
the intoxicating cup of profperity. 

May Heaven, my deareft Harry, continue 
you all you are at prefent ! your father has 
not another wifh! 

Adieu! 

To Col. Bellville. 

TuefJay Morning. 

I Staid late laft night with Bell } there is no 
telling you her tranfport ; fee agrees wtth 
me, however, as to the ^10^x3 <& V^% 
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up our dignity, and has con fen ted, though 
with infinite reludance, not to admit Lord 
Melvin's vifits till his father has made propo- 
fals to me. She is to fee him firft at Bel- 
mont, whither fhe removes in four or five 
days. Emily Howard is gone at my requeft 
to fpend that interval with her. We have a 
divine fcheme in our heads, which you are 
not yet to be honoured with the knowledge of. 

Oh! do you know I have this morning 
difcovered why Lady Mary is a Tory ? (he 
has been flattered by Bolingbroke, and fung 
by Atterbury ; had Addifon turned his lyre to 
her praife, (he had certainly changed parties. 
I am feldom at lofs to explore the fource of 
petticoat politics. Vanity is the moving fpring 
in the female machine, as intereft is in the 
male. ' Certainly our principle of a&ion is by 
much the more noble. 

Eleven 9' Clock. 

u Lord, what is come to my mother ? ,f 
She is gone fmiling into Lady Mary's room ; 
her air is gay beyond meafure j it is (he muft 
fit fot a dancing Grace. 

Pafi Tw?<v*. 

There is fomething in agitation with which 
I am unacquainted. Lord and Lady Belmont 

Van* 
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have been an hour in clofe confutation 'Wkft, v .. 
Lady Mary : la Bella Julia is this moment 
fummoned to attend them. This unknown 
lover : I tremble for Harry : fliouW ano- 
ther 

AlmoftOne. 

I Have your letter : this Ruffian event ■ 
true & you fay thefe violent convul- 
sions Yes, you are right, your refle&ions 

are perfe&ly juft, but my thoughts are at pre- 
fent a little engaged. This confutation I ; 
fear bodes Harry no good Should my ^ 
Lord's authority—— I am on the rack of im- 
patience. 

The door opens ; Lady Julia comes this 
way ; (he has been in tears ; I tremble at the 

fight Bellville, they are not tears of for- 

row, they are like the dew-drops on the 
morning rofe, (he looks a thoufand times 
more lovely through them ; her eyes have a 
meltirlg languifliment, a foftnefs inexpreffible, 
a fenfibility mixed with tranfport — —There is 
an animation in her look, a blufh of unexpect- 
ed happinefs She moves with the lightneft 

of a wood-nymph— Lady Belmont follows 
with a ferene joy in that amiable countenance. 
They approach; they are already in my 
apartment. Adiol 
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BellvHlel Tn what words— J- How (hall I 
explain to you— I am breathlefs with pleafure 
and furprize — My Lord — Hairy Mandeville 
•—Lady Julia— they were always intended for 
each other. 

A letter from Harry this morning, confeff- 
ing his pafiion for Lady Julia, determined 
them to make an immediate difcovery — Read 
the inclofed letters, and adore tfte goodnefs of 
providence which leads us up by fecret ways to 
that happinefs our own wifdora could never 
arrive at. 

To Colonel Manpeville. 

Btlmnt, Auguft io, 1752* 

$Ay dear Col. 

BY a claufe in the patent, which has been 
hitherto kept fecret in our part of the fa- 
mily, it is provided that on default of heirs 
male in the younger branch, the title of Earl 
of Belmont fhould go to the elder : in favour 
alfo of this difpofition, the greateft part of the 
eftate then in our p^fleflion, which is about 
half what I now enjoy, is, by a deed, in 
which, however, my, lawyer tells me tliere 
is a flaw, which makes it of no effeQ^ annex* 
ed to the title for ever. Julia being the onljv 
child we ever had, \l V* Ntrj ^ratable the e£ 
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tate and title will be yours : Heaven having 
feleffed you with a fon, it would be infinitely 
agreeable to me, and would keep up the fplen- 
dor of our name, to agree on an intermarriage 
.between our children. I would have you ediir 
.cate your fon with this view, and at an ex- 
pence becoming the heir of the titles and po£- 
feflions of our family: but as it is poflible I 
may yet have a fon, in that cafe, lady Mary 
«ur relation, %hofe heart is greatly fet on this 
marriage, will fettle her eftate on yours, and 
I will give him jny daughter, with twenty 
thoufand pounds. 

I infift on being at the whole expeqce of his 
education as my feeir ; as the eftate will pro- 
bably be his own, it is only anticipating bis 
rentsa few years, f and does not lay 'him under 
'the fhadow of obligation. " "^ 

I have mentioned above, that there is a de* 
feGt in the deed, which puts it in <my power 
to rob you of your right in the eftate : but, as 
the defign of our anceftor is clear, I take no 
merit to myfelf from not being the moft infa- 
mous of mankind, which I (hould e, were 
I capable of making ufe of iuch a circum- 
ftance to your difad vantage 

But, could I reconcile fo bafe an action to 
anyfelf in a private light, no confideratitiii 
could make it eafy to me in a public one : I 

know 
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know nothing To dangerous to our happy con- 
dilution as an indigent nobility, chained down 
to a neceffity of court dependence, or tempt- 
ed, by making fa&ion the tool of ambition, 
to difturb the internal peace of their country. 
Men who are at eafe in their fortunes are ge- 
nerally good fubje&s; the prefervation of 
what they have is a powerful tie of obedience : 
it is the needy, the diffolute, the Csefars, the 
Catilines of the world, who rfife the dorms 
which fhake the foundation of government. 

You will imagine, my dear friend, I only 
intend this alliance to take place, if their fen- 
timents, when of age to judge for themfelves, 
correfpond with our intention for their hap- 
pinefs : that this may be the cafe, let us edu- 
cate them with the utmoft care, in every ac- 
complifhment of mind and perfon, which can 
make them lovely in the eyes of each other. 

Let me, my dear colonel, hear immediately 
if this propofal is as agreeable to you as to 
Your faithful and affe&ionate, 

Belmont. 
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To the Earl of Belmont. 
My Lord, 
Am greatly obliged to your Lordfhip for a 



propofal which does my fon fuoh honour \ 
and for a conduSt lovmd* u* both fo noble and 
worthy your c\\aia&£t. 
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The difpofition you mention is what I have 
fometimes hoped, but knew your Lordlhip's 
honour and integrity too well to think it necef- 
fary to make an enquiry ; convinced, if a 
fettlement was made in my favour, you would 
in due time make me acquainted with it ; till 
fome probability appeared of its taking place, . 
it was, perhaps, better concealed than difclofed. 

The alliance your Lordfliip propofes, if it 
ever takes place, will make me the happieft of 
mankind : having, however, obferved mar- 
riages made by parents in the childhood of the 
parties, to be generally difagreeable to the lat- 
ter, whether from the perverfepefs of human 
nature, or the freerfpirit of love impatient of 
the leaft controul, will entreat our defign may 
be kept fecret from all the world, and in par- 
ticular from the young people themfelves ; all 
we can do, is to give them fuch an education 
as will beft improve the gifts of nature, and 
render them obje&s of that lively and delicate 
affe&ion which alone can make fuch a con- 
nexion happy. Perhaps it may be beft to fe- 
parate them till the time when the heart is 
moft fufceptible of tendernefs, left an habitual 
intercourfe fliould weaken that impreffion 
which we wifh their perfections to make on 
each other. Both at prefent prdmife to be 
lovely, and, if we guard againft other attach- 
ments, the charm of novelty, added to what 
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..nature has done for them, and thofe acquir- 
ed graces which it is pur part to endeavour to 
give them, can fcarce fail of infpiring a mu- 
tual paflion, which one's feeming to defire it 
would probably prevent. 

If I am fo happy as to have your Lordfhip's 
concurrence in thefe fentiments, I will re- 
move my fon immediately from your neigh- 
bourhood and educate him in town ; at a pro- 
per time he {hall go, with a private tutor of 
birth and merit, to the univerfity, and from 
thence make the topr of Europe, whilft Lady 
Julia is advancing in every charm und£t the 
eye of the mod excellent of mothers. 

Men, who aflt a confpicuous part on the 
ftageoflife, and who require a certain auda- 
city and felf-poffeffion to bring their talents 
into full light, cannot, in my opinion, have 
too public an education : but women, whofe 
lovelieft charm istherofy blufliof native me- 
defty, whofe virtues bloflbm faireft in the vale, 
fhould never leave their houfhold gods, the 
bed protestors of innocence. 

It is alfo my requeft, that my fon may be 
educated in a total ignorance of the fettlement 
in our favour, both b*caufe the effeft of it 
may poffibly be deflroyed by your Lordfhip's 
having a fon, and becaufe he will tafte the 
pleafurss of a diftinguiflied ftation, if he ever 
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arrives at it, with double relllh, if bred with 
more moderate expectations. He will by thefe 
means too efcape the pernicious fnares of flat- 
tery, the Servile court of interefted inferiors, 
and all the various mi (chiefs which poifon the 
minds of young ipen bred up as heirs to great 
eftates and titles : he will fee the hatefulnefs 
of pride and arrogance in others, before he is 
tempted to be guilty of them himfelf ; he will 
fcarn to efteem virtue without thofe trappings 
of wealth and greatnefs which he will never 
hope to be poffefled of: he. will fee the world 
as it i^ by not being of confequence enough to 
be flattered or deceived. 

His education, his company, his expences, 
(hall, however, be fuited to the rank he may 
one day poflibly fill ; my acquaintance with 
foreign courts enables me to introduce him 
every where to thofe of the firft rank and me- 
rit ; his equipage and attendance (hall be fuch 
as may fecure him general refpe&. 

Your Lordfliip's generous offer of bearing 
the expenccof his education, deferves my fin- 
cereft gratitude ; but oeconomy will enable me 
to fopport it without theleaft inconvenience to' 
my affairs : half my income, whichv I will 
fpare to him, with his mother's fortune, which 
(hall all be devoted to this purpofe, will be 
fufficient togivehim an education becoming the 
heir of your Lordihip's fortune and honours. 

Vol. If. L May 
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May Heaven profper a defign which has fo 
laudable an end in view, as the future happi- 
nefsof our children. 

I am, my Lord, 
Your Lordfhip's 

Affe&ionate and 

Obedient Servant, 

J. Man DEVI LLE, 



To Gol. BeLLVILLE. 

Wtdntfday morning. 

THtS joy is a prodigious enemy to 
fleep. Lady Julia rofe this morning 
with the fun ; I dare fay flie never thought He 
looked fo bright ; before he fets ihe will fee the 
mod charming of mankind. My Lord yef- 

terday tent an exprefs to Lord T *s, with 

orders to follow Harry wherever he was, and 
bring him this evening to Belmont : Lady 
Mary is to have the pleafure of making him 
acquainted with his happinefs : the difcovery 
was only delayed till convinced of their paffion 
for each ofher- 

Colonel Mandeville is in town, directing 
the drawing of the writings ; and comes down 
in a few days to have them executed, ' 

I have had a fecoud letter from Lord Mel- 
▼in,;asrefpe&fa\asx\x* y^* <& *«\hk&&&> 
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fleftre : a pofijcript from Lord Rochdale, hav- 
ing fatisfied me in point of decorum, I allow 
his fon to vifit here when he pleafes. My 
niece and Emily Howard come this evening ; 
Lady Julia is now with them ; I fuppofe we 
(hall fee Lord N|f|vin to-morrow : if he is very 
preffing they may, perhaps, be married with 
Lddy Julia. 

Heavens ! Bellville ! what a change in all 
our affairs I the matrimonial {tar prevails ; it 
would be ftrange if I fhoukl be .betrayed into 
the party, and yet, faady Mary has drawn fa 
bewitching a plan of a wedding-day, as 
might feduce a more determined coquette ;, if 
one could be married for that day only— Or if 
one was fare of pleating for ever like Lady 
Belmont"——" Dear madam, faid I, if your 
Ladyijhip would lend one your Ceftus." " You 
are already poflefled of it, my dear Lady 
Anne, the delicacy and purity of a bride will 
always give you the charms of one." 

I believe her Ladyfljip may be in the right ; 
jit is not the ftate but the foolifh conduct of 
people who enter into it, that makes it unhap- 
py 

If you (houid come down with Colonel 
Mandeville, it is impoffible to fay what may 
happen. 

Absolutely, Bellville, if I do condefcend, 
which is yet extremely doubtful* we will live 
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in the flile of lovers, I hate the dull road of 
common marriages : no impertinent prefuming 
on the name of hufband; no faucy freedoms; 
I will continue to be courted, and (hall expeflt 
as much flattery, and give jpyfelf as many 
fcornful airs, as if I had ne^fr honoured you 
with my hand. 

I give you warning, I (hall make a moil 
intolerable wife ; but that is your bufinefs, not 
mine. 

This very day fe'nnight, which is Lady Ju- 
lia's birth-day, is intended for her marriage ; 
the houfe is to be full of company invited to 
celebrate the day, without knowing on what 
further account ; nobody is even to fufpeA 
them to be lovers ; they are to go privately 
out of Lady Mary's apartment into the chapel, 
where my Lord chufes the ceremony Ihould 
be performed. We are to have a mafquerade 
in a grand open pavilion, on Corinthian pil- 
lars, built for this happy occasion in the gar- 
den oppofite the houfe, which is to be in view 
finely illuminated : the intermediate fpace is 
to be adorned with lamps, intermixed with 
feftoons of flowers in the trees, round which 
are to be feats for the villagers, who are ne- 
ver forgot on thefe days of annual rejoicing. 

Lady Mary, who is miftrefs of the ceremo- 
nies, and who infifts on joining all our hands 
that day, has engaged you for the ball to 
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Lady Julia, Harry to Bell Haftings, and 
Lord Melvin to me : our fituation is to be 
kept fecret for a week, which is to be filled up 
with various fcenes of feftivity ; after which 
we are to go to town to be presented, and from 
thence on a tour of fix months toJtaiy. This 
is her fcheme, but it depends on Bell Haft- 
ings and me whether it ftiall be executed in 
full : ten thoufand to one but our cruelty 
fpoils the prettied my flerioos plan of a wed- 
ding that can be. Abfolutely Lady Mary has 
a kind of an idea of things — 1 canngt con- 
ceive how (he came by it Not the leaft 

fymptom of an old maid in this plan — Some- 
thing fo fanciful and like a love affair— It is a 
thoufand pities her Lady (hip fhould not be of 
the party herfelf. Do you know never a 
fprightly old courtier of the Queen's time ? 

My Lord is fo pleafed with the thought of 
feeing us all happy, that he has given orders 
for building a temple to Love and Friendship, 
at a little villa which the colonel has given him, 
and which is almoft centrical in refpe& to all 
our houfes ; here we are to meet once a 
week, and exclude the red: of the world. 

Harry and Lady Julia are to live at. Lady 
Mary's feat, about ten miles from hence, and 
I have fixed oil a houfe, which is to v be fold, 
at about the fame diftance, 

L 3 ^And 
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And now, BellviUe, tb be very ferious, t 
mould be thehappieft creature in the world in 
this profpefifc, if I was not afraid of my own 
conduct I am volatile, light, extravagant," 
and capricious ; qualities ill fuited to matri- 
monial-life. I know my faults, bet am not 
able to mend them : I fee the beauty of order 
in the moral world, yet.doat to excefs on ir- 
regularity. 

Call on Colonel Mandeville, and concert 
your journey together. Heaven and earth I 
what fyave I not faid in that permrffiem ? With 
all my affection for you there is a folemnity id 
the idea— O Bellvilfe ! mould I ever become 
lefs dear to you ! mould coldnefs, mould indif- 
ference ever take place of that lively endear- 
ing % tcndernefs-T-I will throw away the pen 
for a moment.—— 

' The mod amiable of men will forgive. the 
too anxious fears of exceflive love : I with 
tranfport make him the arbiter of my future 
days. Lady Julia is come back, and has 
brought me the enclofed bond, by which Befl 
Haftings engages to pay you thirty thoufand 
pounds on the day of my marriage. Her let- 
ter to you will explain this further. 
Tvuetot o'Clock. 

A ! cor mio I fon confufo 1 Yes, I Hufli 
at faying in exprefs words what I have already 
faid by dedu&ion. Your uncle infifts wfcjt 



k* 



&■' 



- - ( «47 ) 

pofitive, I will : How can the dear old man 
be fo cruel.? Tell him, if he is not fatisfied 
with this letter, he fliall didate the form qf 
confent himfelf. 

One condition, however, I (hall not dit 
penfe with ; that he comes down to Belmont, 
and opens the ball with Lady Mary. Adio. 

To Col. Bellville. 

I Really cannot help feeling protfigioufly 
foolifh about this marriage j it is a thou- 
fand to one but I retreat yet ; prepare your- 
felf for a difappointmenr, fori am exceeding- 
ly on the capriciofo. 

O Heavens ! I forgot to tell you, an old 
match-making lady in the neighbourhood, 
having taken it into her head 1 have a paflion 
;for Harry MandeJviUe,, and defigning to win 
my heart, by peirfuading me to what fhe fup- 
pofes I have a mind to, recommended him 
ftrongly to me laft night for a hu(band, I 
hear her with the utrnoft attention ; and when 
(he had finiflied her harangue, blufhed, iooked 
down, hefitated, and denied the thing with fo 
prettyaconfufidn,.tbat{heis gone, away per- 
fe&ly convinced I am to be Lady Anne Man- 
.d^ville, and will tell it as a fecret all round the 
L 4 . country; 



country. I am not forry for this, as it will take 
away all fufpicion, of what is really intended, 
and fecure that fecrefy we wifli on the occafion. 
The good old lady went away infinitely de- 
lighted at being pofleffed of a quality fecret, 
which in the country gives no little import- 
ance ; pleafed too with her own penetration 
in difcovering what nobody elfe has fufpeaedj 
I cannot conceive a happier being than fhe is 
atprefent. , 

I have juft received from town the moft di- 
vine ftomacher and fleeve knots you ever be- 
held ! *' An interefting event.'* Yes, crea- 
ture; and what I can plead authority for men- 
tioning ; did not mademoifelle, princeft of 
the blood of France, grand-daughter of Hen- 
ry the Great, write fame half a dozen volumes 
to inform pofterity, that on Saturday the 14th 
of November 1668, fhe wore her blue rib- 
bands? Surely, you men think nothing of 
confequence but fieges and battles : now in 
my fentiments, it would be happy for man- 
kind, if all the heroes who make fuch havock 
amongft their fpecies, merely becaufe they 
have nothing to do, would amufe themfelves 
with forting fuits of ribbands for their ladies. 

I am in the fweeteft good humour to-day 
that can be imagined, fo mild and gentle you 
would be amazed, a little impatient indeed 
for the evening, which is to bring my charn> 
ing»Harry. 
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I have been afiring my lord how, with ffar- ' 
ry's fenfibility, they contrived to keep him fo 
long free from attachments. In anfwer to 
which he gave me the inclofed ftetch of a let- 
ter from Colonel Mandeville to a lady of his ' 
acquaintance at Rome, which he faid would 
give me a general notion of the matter. 

To the Countefs of Melespini. 

Paris, Junezt, 1755* 
Madam, 

YO U will receive this from the hands of 
that fon I have before had the honour 
of recommending to your efteem. 

I have accompanied him myfelf hither, 
where being perfe&ly (atisfied with his beha- 
viour, and convinced that generous minds are 
beft won to virtue by implicit confidence, I 
have difmifled the tutor I intended to have fent 
with him to Italy, (hall return to England 
myfelf, and depend for his condu& on his own 
difcretion, his defire of obliging me, and that 
noblenefsof fentiment which will make him 
feel the value of my friendfhip for him in its 
utmoft extent. 

I have given him letters to the mod worthy 
perfons in every court I intend he (hould vifit,. 
but as my chief dependance fci; the advantages 
of this tour, are on the count and Jtourfelf, I 
have advifed him to fpend the moft of \a\* tv»A 
at Rome, where, honoured \ry ^jwt IwtASss^s 



I doubt not of his receiving that latl finittiing, 
that delicate polifti, which, I flatter myfelf, 
if not deceive^ by the fondriefs of a parent, is 
all he wanta to make him perfe&ly amiable. 

To you, madam, and the Count 1 commit 
him ; defend him from the fnares of vice, and 
the contagion of affe&ation. 

You receive him an unexperienced youth, 
with lively paffions, a warm and afTe&ionate 
heart, an enthufiaftic imagination, probity, 
opennefs, generofity ; and all tfaofe advanta- 
ges of perfon and mind, which a liberal educa- 
tion can beftow. I exped him from your 
hands a gentleman, a man of honour and po- 
Jitenefs, with the utmoft dignity of fentiment 
and chara&er, adorned by that eafy elegance, 
that refined fimplicity of manner, thofe unaf- 
fe&ed graces of deportment fo difficult to de- 
fcribe, but which it is fcarce poflible to con- 
frerfe much with you without acquiring. 

Serriible of the irrefiftible po * er of beauty, I 
think it of the utmoft confequence with what 
part of the female world he converges. I have 
from childhood habituated him to the conver- 
fation of the moft lovely and polite amongft 
the beftpart of the fcx, to give him an abhor- 
rence to the indelicacy of the worft. I have 
endeavoured to imprefs on his mind the moft 
lively ideas of the native beauty of virtue ; and 
to cultivate m him xYtettk^tvce. of moral tafte, 
that quick fenfibWrty , viYidcv \a * ^w^^ 
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re&itude than the dull road of inanimate pre- 
cept. 

Continuing the fame anxious cares, I fend 
Aim to.perfe&his (education, not in fchoofs 
or academies, but in the converfation of the 
nioft charming amongft women ; the ardent 
ifcfire of pleafing you, and becoming worthy , 
your efteem, infeparable from the happinefs 
of knowing you, will be the keeneft fpur to 
his attainments, and I {hall fee him return all 
the fond heart of a parent can wifli, from his 
ambition of being honoured with your friend- 
fliip. 

To you, madam, I lhall make no fecret of 
my wifh, that he may come back to England 
unconne&ed. I have a view for him beyond 
his mod fanguine hopes, to which, however, 
I entreat he may be a ftranger ; the charms 
6f the Lady cannot fail of attaching a heart 
which has no prepofleffion, from which, I 
conjure you, if poffible, to guard him. I fliould 
even hear with pleafure you permitted htm, to . 
a certain degree, to love you, that he might 
be fteeled toall other charms. If he is half 
as much in love with you as his father, all other 
beauties will lay fnares for him in vain, 
lam, Madam, 

With the moft lively efteem, 
Your obedient and devoted, 

J. MANDEVILL*; 

Ohf 
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Oh! Heavens! whilftlhave been writing, 
and thinking nothing of it, the pavilion, 
which "it feems has been fome time prepared, 
is raifed oppofite the window of the faloon at 
the end of a walk heading to the houfe ; we 
are to fup in it this evening : it is charmante ; 
the fight of it, and the idea of its destination, 
make my heart palpitate a little. Mon Dieu ! 
that ever I ftiould be feduced into matrimony. 

Farewell for an hour or two. 

You have no notion what divine dreffes we 
have making for the mafquerade: I (hall not 
tell you particulars, as I would not' take off 
the pleafureof furprize, but they are charm- 
ing beyond conception ! 
.. Do you doat on a mafquerade, Bellville? 
For my own part I think it is the quinteffence 
of all fublunary joys ; and without flattering 
my Lord's ufte, I have a ftrange fancy this 
will be the mod agreeable one I ever was at 
in my life : the fcenes, the drapery^ the whole 
difpofition of it is enchanting. 

To George Mordaunt, Efq; 

Wednefday Morning* 
F T ER four days paft in anxiety not to 
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be told, this ardently^ expeQed morn- 
ing is come-, I every moment expeS Mr* 
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Herbert ; I tremble at every found : another 
hour and the happinefs of my whole life will 
be for ever determined : Mordaunt, the idea, 
chills my foul. 

It is now a week fince I have heard from 
Belmont; not a line from Emily Howard, 
or Lady Anne ; the unhappy have few friends ; 
Lord Melvin is the minion of fortune; he has 
taken my place i n their efteem. 

The time is paft, and my friend is not here, 
he has therefore no letters from Lord Bel- 
mont ; I rated his difintereftednefs too high ; 
mi fled by the mean defpicable maxims of the 
world ; he refents my paflion for his daughter; 
he gives her to another, without deigning 
even to fend me an anfwer ; he might furely 
have refpe&ed his own blood; my foul is on 
fire at this infult : his age, his virtues proteft 
him, but Lord Melvin ■■ Let him* avoid 
my fury. 

Yet am I not too rafli ? May not fome ac- 
cident have retarded my friend ? I <^iH wait 
patiently till evening : I cannot believe Lord 
Belmont — May he not have feen me, and fuf- 
pe&ing fome clandefline defign— Yes, my fol- 
ly has undone me ; what can he think of fuch 
a concealment.——— 

Mordaunt ! I cannot live in this fufpence | 
I will fend William this moment to Belmont. ^ 
Five o'Chck. 

William is come back, and has thrown me 
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iftto defpair : yes, my frfend, it is beyond 
a doubt. 

Lady Julia is intended for Lord Melvin ; the 
mod fplendid preparations are making ; all 
is joy and feftivity at Belmont; a wretch 
like me is below their thoughts : meffengers 
are hourly coming and going from Lord Roch* 
dale's: it is pad, and I am doomed to def- 
pair : my letter has only hafteried my deftruc- 
tion; has only haftened this detefted mar- 
riage : over-awed by paternal authority, fhe 
gives me up, flie marries another : (he has 
forgot her vows,, thofe vows which (he called 
on heaven to witnefs : I have loft all for which 
life was worth my 'care. 

Mordaunt ! I am no longer matter of my- 
lelf. Lord Melvin is thia moment gone paft 
to Belmont, drefled like a youthful, gay and 
burning bridegroom; his eyes fparkle with 
new fire; his cheek has the glow of happy 
love. This very hour, perhaps he calls her 
his — this very hour her confenting blufhes— 
the idea is iftfupportabl e *Firft may the 

avenging bolt of Heaven ■ but why fop- 
plicate Heaven — My own arm*— I will follow 
him— I will not tamely refign her — He (hall 
firft— Yes, through my blood alone— What 
Iintend I know not — my thoughts are all dif- 
tra&ion*-*— 



*** 
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To Col. Bellville. 

Seven o'CIock. 

WE expeS the caro Enrico every mo- 
ment ; my chariot is gone for Emily 
Howard and my niece : Lord Melvin too 
comes this evening by permiffion. Lady Julia 
has juft afked me to walk with her in the park; 
(he wants to hear me talk of Harry, whom 
(he cannot mention herfelf, though her 
thoughts are full of nothing elfe ; her colour 
comes and goes ; her eyes have a double por- 
tion of foftnefs; her heart beats with appre- 
henfive pleafure. What an evening of tranf- 
port will this be ? Why are you not here, Bell- 
ville ? I {hall abfolutely be one of the old people 
to-night. Can you form an idea of happinefs 
equal to Harry's ? Raifed from the depth of 
defpair, to the fruition of all his wifties, I long 
to fee how he will receive the firft mention of 
this happy turn of fortune: but Lady Mary 
has referved all that to herfelf. Adieu ! 

Great God! to what a fcene have I been 
witnefs ! How fliall I relate the (hocking par- 
ticulars? 

Lady Julia and I were advanced about a 
quarter of a mile from the houfe, blefling 
providence, and talking of the dear hope of 
future happy days; (he was owning her paiV 
fidn with bluflies, and all the tremor of mo- 
deft fenfibility, when we were interrupted by 
theclafliing of fwords behind fome trees near 



us; we turned our heads, and faw lord Mel- 
vin, diftra&ion in his air, his fword bloody, 
fupporting Harry Mandeville, pale, bleeding, 
motionlefs, and to all appearance in the ago- 
nies of death. Lady Julia gave a (hriek, and 
fell fenfelefs in my arms. My cries brought 
fome of the fervants, who happened to be 
near ; part of them, with Lord Melvin, con- 
veyed Harry to the houfe ; whilfl the reft ftald 
with me to take care of Lady Julia. 

Harry was fcarce out of fight when fhe reco- 
vered her fenfes ; (he looked wildly towards the 
place where (he firft faw him, then darting 
from me, raifing her eyes to Heaven, her 
hands clafped together — Oh, Bellville ! never 
fliall I lofe the idea of that image of horror 
and defpair — (he neither fpoke nor (hed a tear 
» there was an eager wildnefs in her look, 
which froze my foul with terror: (he advan- 
ced haftily towards the houfe, looking round 
her every moment, as if expecting again to 
fee him; till having exhaufted all her (Irength, 
Ihe funk down breathlefs on one of the feats, 
where I fupported her till my Lord's chariot, 
which I had fent for, came up, in which I 
placed myfelf by her, and we drove (lowly to- 
wards the houfe: (he was put to bed in a 
burning fever, preceded by a (hivering, which 
gives me apprehenfions for her, which I cn-^ 
deavour to conceal from the wretched parents* 
whofe forrows mock a\\ defcu^xxwa. t \ 

My Lord is juft com* ftota V«A W^\*w 
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who infilled on being his prifoner, till Harry 
was out of danger ; difdaining tq fly from jus- 
tice, fmce my Lord refufeshis flay at Belmont, 
he intreats to be given into the hands of Tome 
gentleman near. My Lord has accepted this 
offer, and named his father Lord Rochdale for 
the trufl. He is gone under the bed guard, 
his own honour, in which Lord Belmont has 
implicit confidence. 

I have been into Lady Julia's room ; fhe 
takes no notice of any thing. Emily Howard 
kneels weeping by her bedfide. Lady Bel- 
mont melts my foul when I behold her ; fhe 
(its motionlefs as the ftatue of defpair; fhe' 
holds the hand of her lovely daughter between 
hers, fhe prefles it to her bofom, and the tears 
ileal filently down her cheeks. 

Unable to bear the fight, I am returned to 
my .apartment. 

Oh, Bellville ! How is this fcene of hap- 
pinefs changed ! Where are now the gay tranf- 
porting hopes which warmed our hearts this 
morning? 

I have with difficulty prevailed on Lady > 
Mary, who droops under this weight of afflic- 
tion, and whofe years are ill fuited to fcenes of 
horror, to fet out this evening for her own feat; 
my niece, whofe forrow you may eafdy ima- 
gine, is to accompany her thither: if Mr. 
Mandeville dies, murdered by the hand of him 
with whofe fate hers is cmuNt&t&* w^ 
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muft (he again enter thefe hofpitable doors. 

Bellville I how is the gay ftruSure of ideal 
happinefs fallen in one moment to the ground? 

The meffenger who was feat to Lord T — *s 
is returned, and has brought my Lord*s let- 
ter ; he went from thence to Mr. Herbert's, 
where Mr. Mandeville was fuppofed to be, 
but found nobody there but a fervant, from 
whom he could get no information. The fa- 
mily had been gone Eve days to London, be- 
ing fent for exprefs to a relation who was dying. 

Oh Bellville! how many accidents have 
confpired — I myfelf have innocently contribu- 
ted to this dreadful event, milled by my Lord's 
equivocal expreffions, which feemed to point 
fo plainly at Lord Melvin — If he dies — hut I 
will not give way to fo (hocking an idea. The 
fervant who went for a furgeon is not yet re- 
turned ; till his wounds are examine^ wfe 
mud be in all the torture of fufpence and ap- 
prehenfiora. 

Eteven o x CIock. 

The furgeon is come y he is now with Mr; 
Mandeville: how I dread to hear his Sen- 
tence!— *The door opens — He comes out with 
Lord Belmont ; horror is in the face of tte lar- 
ger— -Oh Bellville 1 my prefaging heart— they 
advance towards me-— lam unable to mett 
them-— -my limbs tremble— a cold dew-*— j 

Bellville \ his wounds are mortal—the pefr 
drops from my Viawi— --^ .., vU 
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A farmer's Ton in the neighbourhood lias 
juft brought the inclofed letter for Mr. Man- 
ddviHe, which, not knowing the confequence^ 
my Lord has opened. 

To Henry Mandeville, Efq; 

SIR, London, Tuefday morning. 

THE generous concern you have been 
pleafed to take in my misfortunes, 
leaves me no room to doubt I (hall give yon 
pleafare by informing you they are at an* 
end ; a rich relation, who is juft expired, hav- 
ing made a wilt in my favour, which places me 
in circumftances beyond my hopes. But you 
will be (till more happy to know you have con- 
tributed to this turn of my fortune. The ex- 
^prefs was arrived, with a requeft from our dy- 
ing friend, that we would inftantly come poft 
to town, and we were lamenting our hard fate 
in being unable, from our indigence, to under- 
take a journey on which fo much depended, 
when the poft brought me a bill for one hun- 
dred pounds, which could come from no hand 
but yours : I wi(h the world was fuch as to * 
make it eafy for us to miftake. We fet out 
with hearts filled with the fincereft gratitude to 
Heaven, and the moft worthy of men ; and on 
our Arrival found deferring out journey, even a 
few hours would have been fatal to all our hopes. t 

To you, therefore, to whom we owe the* 
means of taking this jeuutej, v*fc w*^^^^ 
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of fortune which has been the confequence of 
it. Heaven has been pleafed to make the man 
on earth we mod efteem the inftrument of its 
jgoodnefs to us. 

The hurry of fpirits in which we fet out pre- 
vented my leaving a dire&ioh for you with my 
fervant, which I hope has been of no ill confe- 
quence. I have lo-day fent him a dire&ion, 
and ordered him to wait on you with this letter. 
As foon as my affairs here are fettled, I will re- 
place the money your generous friendihip has 
affifted us with, wherever you pleafe to order. 
1 am, with the moft lively efteem, Sir, 
Your moft affe&ionate, 
And obedient Servant, 

W. Herbert; 

Bellville 1 is it not hard the exercife of the 
nobleft virtue (hould have been attended with 
fuch fatal effe&s ? He dies for having allevia- 
ted the diftreffes of his friend, for having fyra- 
pathized in the affli&ion of others. 

To Col. Bellville. 

, Thurfday Morning. 

THE moft lovely of men is no more ! he 
expired early this morning, after having 
ii* my prefence owned to my Lord, that jeaf 
' loiify was the true caufe of his attacking Lord 
iftfelvin, who only iou^cvx vti\»& ow^^^s* 
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whkh he tntreated him publickly to atteft, and 4 ^ 
to beg Lord Melvin's pardon, in his name, for 
tnfults which madnefs alone could excufe, and 
which it was not in man to bear; he owned 
Lord Melvin's behaviour in the duel had been 
noble, and that he had avoided giving him th§ 
leaft wound, till, urged by fury and defpair^ 
and aiming at the life of his generous enemy 
rather than at his own defence, he had nrihcd 
on the point of his fword. 

He exprefTed great indifference for life on hii 
own account, but dreaded the effefl: his death 
might have on the mod tender of fathers : in- 
treated my Lord to foften fo painful a ftroke 
by preparing him for it by degrees, and, if pofc 
fible, to conceal from him the (hocking man- 
nerof it. " How ill, fa id he, has my raflxnefs 
repaid him for all his anxious cares, his in- 
dulgent goodnefs! I fuffer juftly, but for him 
-—Great God fupport him in the dreadful trial, 
and pour all thy bleffings on his head !" 

He then proceeded to expoftulate gently 
with Lord Belmont, on his fuppofed defign of 
forcing the heart of his daughter, and on that 
neglect of himfeif which had planted the fu- 
ries * of jealoufy in his breaft, and occafioned 
this (hocking event. Thefe reproaches brought 
on an explanation of the fituation to which his 
danger had reduced Lady Julia, of my Lord's 
intention of giving her to him, and of the 
whole plan of purpofed Ytt^vrafe* ^fw*Sk>s* 
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impatience, irritated by a feries of uaferejeer 
accidents, had fo fatally deftroyed. 

'Till now he had appeared perfe&ly compo- 
sed \ but from the moment my Lord began to 
{peak, a wildnefs had appeared in his couate- 
f auce, whickrofe before he ended to little left 
thandiftra&ioiu he raved, he reproached Hea- 
ven itfelf i then melting into tears, prayed with 
fervour vnfpeakable for Lady Julia's recovery : 
the agitation of his mind caufed his wounds ta 
Weed afrefli; fucceffive faintings were the con- 
Sequence, in one of which he expired. 

. Lord Belmont is now writing* to Colonel 
Stfiandeyille. How many has , this dreadful 
€vent involved in mifery. 

- Who lhati teM this to Lady Julia, yet how 
conceal it from her? I dread the mod fatal ef- 
fects from her defpair, when returning reafori 
makes her capable of knowing her own wretch- 
cdnefs ; at prefent foe is in a ftate of perfe& in- 
fenfibility; her fever is not the leaft abated; 
fee has every fymptom which can indicate 
danger. Lady Belmont and Emily Howard 
have never left her bedfide a moment I have 
with difficulty perfijaded them to attempt to 
reft a few hours,, and am going to take Lady 
Belmont's place by her bedfide. 

Ten o'Clock, 

, The^ phyfician is gone ; he thinks Lady Ju- 
Jja »» danger, but Vvas tvox \OAv\ia \* \Va Ca^ 
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mily; 1 am going again to her apartment; fti*» 
has not yet taken notice of any body. 

I bad been about half an hour in Lady Julia's 
room, when, having fent the laft attendant away r 
for fomething I wanted, (he looked: round, and; 
faw we were alone : fhe half raifed herfelf in the* 
bed, and grafptng my hand, fixed her esquiring 
eyes ardently on mine. I too well undcrftood 
their meaning, and unable to hide my grief, was ' 
fifing to leave the bed fide, when catching bold 
of me, with a look and air which froze my foul;, 
* Lady Anne, faid (he, does he live ?" My fiv 
fence, and tire tears which I could: not conceal, 
explained to her the fatal truth, when raifing hec 
flreaming eyes and fupplicating hands to heaven 
—Oh Bellville ! no words can defcribe the e*. 
cefs of her forrow and defpair*, fearful of the 
moft fatal inftant effe&s, I was obliged to call 
her attendants, of whofe entrance (he took not 
the lead notice. After remaining fome time ab* 
(orbed in an agony of grief, which took from her 
all power of utterance,* and made her inienfrble 
to all around her, the tears, which (he (hed in 
great abundance, feemed to give her felicf :; my 
heart was melted, I wept with her : (he few my 
tears, and prefling my hand tenderly between 
hers^ feemed to thank me for the parr I took in * 
her affli&ions: I had not oppofed the torrent of 
her defpair; but when I faw it fubfiding, en* 
favoured to footh her with all the tender atten- 
tion, and endearing fytnpatty ©\ li\^l&W«*fc* 
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(hip; which fo far fuccecded, that I have left her 
more compofed than I could have imagined it 
poflible (he (hould fo foon have been ; (he has 
' even an appearance of tranquillity which amazes 
me; and feeming inclined to take reft, I have 
left her for that purpofe. * 

May Heaven reftore her to her wretched pa- 
rents, whole life is wrapped in hers I May it in- 
fpire her with courage to break this ftroke, the. 
fevereft a feeling mind can fuffer. Her youth, her 
fweetnefs of temper, her unaffeQed piety, her 
filial tendernefs, fometimes flatter me with a hope 
of her recovery ; but when I think on that melt- 
ing fenfibility, on that exquifitely tender heart, 
which bleeds for the forrow of every human be- 
ing, I give way to all the horrors of defpair. 

Lady Julia has fent to fpeak with me : I will 
not a moment delay attending hen How blefled 
fhould I be, if the fymparhizing bofom of friend- 
fhip could foften by partaking her for rows f 

Oh Bellville! what a requeft has fhe made! 
my blood runs back at the idea; 

She received me with a compofed air, begged 
me to fit down by her bedfide, and fending away 
her attendants, fpoke as follows: " You are, I 
doubt not, my dear Lady Anne, furprixed at the 
feeming tranquil manner in which I bear the 
greateft of all misfortunes— Yes, my heart doat- 
ed on him, my love for him was unutterable--. 
But it is paft ; I can no longer be deceived by ther 
4ond delufion of hope, 1 faWtw vo ^ >«\\V<*£<. 
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Heaven. My God! I am refigned, I do not 
complain of what thy hand has infli&ed, a few 
Unavailing tears alone— Lady Anne, you have 
feen my calmnefs, you have feen me patient as. 
the trembling viftim beneath the facrificer's knife. 
Yet think not I have refigned all fenfibility : no, -i 

were it poflible I could live — But I feel my ap- 
proaching end, Heaven in this is merciful. That 
I "bear this dreadful ftroke with patience is owing 
to the certainty I (hall not long furvive him, that 
our feparation is but for a moment. Lady Anne, 
I have feen him in my dreams ; his fpotlefs foul 
yet waits for mine : yes, the fame grave (hall re- 
ceive us ; we (hall be joined to part no more. 
AH the forrow I feel is for my dear parents ; to 
you and Emily Howard I leave the fad talk of 
comforting them : by all our friendfliip, I adjure 
you, leave them not to the effects of their def- 
pair: when I reflect on all their goodnefs, and 
on the mifery I have brought on their grey hairs, 
my heart is torn in pieces, I lament that fuch a 
wretch was ever created. 

" I have been to blame ; not in loving the 
moft perfeQ of human beings; but in conceal- 
ing that love, and diftrufting the indulgence of 
the beft of parents. Why did I hide my paffion? 
Why conceal fentiments only blameable on the 
yenal maxims of a defpicable world ? had I been 
unreferved I had been happy : but Heaven had 
decreed otherwife, and I fubmit. 

" But whither am I wanAe*\t\^Ate*A<^ y^ 
to make a requeft •, arequtft. \tv v^Oa'W^ **^ 
Vol. II. M 
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be denied Lady Anne, I would fee him ; let me 
be raifed and carried to his apartment before my 
mother returns : let me once more behold him, 
behold him for whom alone life was dear to me: 
you hefitate, for pity do Qjt oppofe me; your 
refufal will double the pangs of death." 

Overcome by the earneftnefs of her air and 
manner, I had not refolution to refufe her ; her 
maids are now dreffing her, and I have promtfed 
to attend her to his apartment. 

lam fummoned; Great God! How (hall I 
bear a fcene like trjjs!, I tremble, my limbs will 
fcarce fupport me. f '\. \' im ' 

Twelve o'Clock. 
This dreadful vifit is yet unpaid : three rimes 
(Tie approached the door, and returned as often 
to her apartment, unable to enter the room ; the 
third time fhe fainted a*way : her little remaining 
ftrength being exhaufted, fhe has confented to 
defer her purpofe till evening: I hope by that 
time to perfuade her to decline it wholly: faint, 
and aknoft finking under her fatigue, I have 
prevailed with her to lie down on a couch : 
\Kmilj Howard fits by her, kiffing her hand, 
a,u1 bathing it with her tears. 

1 have been enquiring at Lady Julia's ddot i 
(lie \.\n a fw/set ileep, from which we have every 
thing to hope : I fly to tell this to Lady Belmont.' 
-—She will live; Heaven has heard our praycrsv ^ 
I /aun^l the VirreVcUtd mother pouring out hfcf 
foul before her God,a\\4\w\^o\\^\!a& mw^tk 
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her child— She heard me, and tears of tender tranf* 
port — fhe raifed her grateful hands to Heaven-— 

lam interrupted; Dr. Evelin is at the gate; 
he is come to my apartment, and defires me to 
accompany him to Lady Julia, 

We found her ftill in a gentle fleep, compofed 
as that of an infani; we approached the bed; 
Dr. Evelin took her hand, he flood fome time 
looking on her with the mod fixed attention, 
when, on my exprefllng my hopes from her 
fleep, " Madam, faid he, it is with horror I 
tell you, that fleep will probably be her laft ; 
nature is worn out, and feeks a momentary re- 
pofe before her laft dreadful ftruggle." 

Not able to bear this, I, left the room— Bell- 
ville ! is it poflible ! can Heaven thus^overwhejm 
with affliction, the beft, the nobleft of its crea- 
tures ? Shall the amiable, the reverend pair, the 
buflnefs of whofe lives has been to make others 
happy, be doomed in age to bear the fevereft of 
all forrows? To fee all their hopes blafted in one 
dreadful moment ? To I believe this is to blak 
pheme providence. No, it is not poflible : Heaven 
will yet reftore her : look down, O God of mercy* 

Dr. Evelin is now with the wretched parents* 
breaking to them the danger of their child: J 
dread feeing them after this interview ; yet he 
will not fure plunge them at once into defpair. : 

She is awake; I have- been with he/:' her 
€ooks are greatly changed : her liipsfeaye-a dying 
palenefs; there is a^jpnefs in fcer eyes wKick 
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alarms me: flie has defired to fpeak a moment 

with Dr. Evelin ; (he would know how long he 

thinks it probable -fee may live. 

Six o'Clock. 

She is gone, Bellville, (he is gone: thofe 
lovely eyes are clofed in everlafting night. I faw 
her die, I faw the laft breath quiver on her lips ; 
fee expired, almoft without a pang, in the arms 
of her diftra&ed mother. 

She felt her approaching diflblution, of which 
fee had been warned, at her otirn earned requeft, 
by Dr. Evelin ; fee fummoned jus all to her apart- 
ment ; fee embraced us with the moft affecting 
tendernefs ; fee called me to her, and giving me 
her pifture for Col. Mandeville, begged me to 
tell him, fee who murdered his fon, died for 
him? entreated me to ftay fome time at Bel-, 
tnont, to comfort her difconfolate parents; 
conjured Emily to be a child to them, and never 
to let them mifs their Julia. 

She begged forgivenefs of her wretched pa- 
rents, for the only inftance in which fee had ever 
forgot hjfcr duty, and for which fee now fo fe- 
verely fuffered : entreated them to fubmit to the 
hand of heaven, and not give way to immoderate 
affli&ion ; to confider that, if they* were about 
to lofe a child, thoufands were at that moment 
fuffering under the fame diftrefs ; that death was 
the Common portion of humanity, from wl^ 
youth was not more exempt than age; that tj|L 
reparation was .otvty tcfn^*{ , ^kvl(b thefp$|* 
union- would be etexwXi v\u|toi\fa^^ \ 



( 26 9 ) ^ 

bands, prayed fervently to heaven for them, im* 
plored their laft blefling, and turning to her ago- 
nizing mother, fpeechlefs with excefs of forrow, 
conjured her to reflect on the paft goodnefs of 
Heaven, and the many years of happinefs (he 
bad already pa (Ted with the beft of men, that 
this was the firft misfortune (he had ever known ; 
then embracing her fondly, weeping on her 
neck, and thanking her for all her goodnefs, 
preffed her to her bofom, and expired. 

Let me draw a veil over the enfuing fcene, to 
which words cannot do juftice. With difficulty 
have we forced lady Belmont from the body. I 
have left Emily Howard with the venerable pair, 
ivhofe forrow would melt the moft obdurate 
heart ; (he kneels by Lady Belmont, (he attempts 
to fpeak, but tears flop her utterance : the wretch- 
ed mother fees her not ; inattentive to all but her 
grief, her eyes fixed on the ground, - ftupefaQion 
and horror in her look, (he feems infenfible of 
all that paffes around her. Sinking under his own 
diftrefs, and unable to fupport the the fight of hers, 
my Lord is retired to his apartment. May 
Heaven look with pity on them both, and ena- 
ble them to bear this bl6w to all their hopes ! 

Bellville ! where are now all our gay fchemes? 
Where the circle of happy friends? 
- How vain are thedefigns of man ! unmindful* • 
- of his tranfitory ftate, he lays plants of permanent 
felicity •, he fees the purpofe of his heart te*d^ 
to profper, the air-draw tk WM\xv% \>fea^\>fe 
Watches it with a -beatm&tafcct, \t ^w^«* ^^ 
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very point at which he aimed, the very fummit 
of imagined perfe&ion, when an unforefeen 
itorm arifes, and the fmiling deceitful ftru&ure 
of hope is dafhed in one moment to the ground. 
Friday Morning, 

Not an eye has been clofed this night; the 
whole houte is a fcene of horror : the fervants 
glide up and down the apartments, wildnefs in 
iheir look, as if the laft day was come. 

Scarce have we been able to keep life in Lady y 
Belmont ; fhe afks eagerly for her child, hl^gfe* 
lia ; (he conjures us to lead her to her ; fhe will 
not believe her dead ; fhe darts up and fancies 
fhe hears her voice : then, recolle&ing the fate 
dreadful fcene, lifts her expoftulating hands to 
Heaven, and finks motionlefs into the arms of 
her attendants. 

Six o'C/ocL 

Worn out by her long watcbings, and the 
violence of her emotions, Lady Belmont is fallen 
into a flumber : it is now two days and nights 
fince fhe has attempted reft : May that gracious 
God, who alone has the power, calm and tran- 
quillize her mind ! 

Eight o'Cloch 

I have been {landing an hour looking on the 
breathlefs body of my angel friend : lovely even 
in death, a ferene fnjile fits on that once charm- 
ing face : her palenefs excepted, fhe looks asifet 
in a tranquil deep ; BelWvlle, (he is happy,. fW 
is now a faint in Heavtii. 
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How pcrfuafive is fuch a preacher ! I gaze en 
that once matchlefs form, and all vanity dies 
within me ! who was ever lovely like her, yet fh« 
lies before me a clod of fenfelefs clay ; thofe eyes, 
which once gave love to every beholder, are now 
robbed of their living luftre ; that beauteous bo- 
fom is cold as the marble on the filent tomb ; the 
rofes of thofe cheeks are faded ; thole vermillion 
lips, from whence truth and virtue ever proceed- 
ed — Bellville, the ftarting tears — I cannot go on. 
J Look here, ye proud, and be humble ! which 
of you all can vie with her ? Youth, health, beau- 
ty, birth, riches, all that men call good were 
hers : all are now of no avail; virtue alone bids 
defiance to the grave. 

Great Heaven ! Colonel Mandeville is at the 
gate ; he knows not the cup of forrow which 
awaits him ; he cannot yet have received my 
Lord's letter, fte alights with a fmile of trans- 
port ; the exultation of hope is in his air. Alas! 
hpw foon to be deftroyed ! He comes to attend 
the bridaj-day of his fon ; he finds h,im a lifelefs 
corfe. 

The fervants bring him this way; they leave 
to me the dreadful taik — Bellville, I cannot go 
through it. 

I have feen the mod unhappy of fathers; J 
have followed him whither my heart fhudderecl, 
to approach. Too foon informed of his wretch- 
ed fate, he (hot like lightning to the apartment of 
bis fon; he kiffed his pale Y\fe\fcfe\\^*\\v^\**&Rftk 
bis cold hand to his bofom \ Ve. VmWi \x n*\^ ^ 
M4 wit**. 

V 
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torrent of tears : thdi, looking round with, the 
dignity of affli&ion, waved his hand for us all to 
retire. We have left him to weep at liberty oyer 
the fon on whom his heart doated, to enjoy alone 
and undifturbed the dreadful banquet of defpair. 

He has been now two hours alone with the bo- 
dy ; not an attendant has dared to intrude on the 
facred rites of paternal forrow. My Lord is this 
moment gone to him, to give him a melancholy 
welcome to Belmont. 

Great God ! what a meeting ! How different 
from that which their fanguine hopes bad pro- 
jected ! The bridal couch is the bed of death ! 

Oh, Bellville! but (hall prefumptuous man 
dare to arraign the ways of Heaven ! 



To Col. Bellville. 

Tuefday Morning* 

YOUR tetter, my dear Bellville, gave me all 
the confdlation it is poflible to receive a- 
midft fuch a fcene of wretchednefs and defpair ; 
the tender fympathy of pitying friendfhip is the 
beft balm for every woe. 

The delicacy with which you decline menti- 
oning a fubjefik fo improper for the time, would 
encreafe my efteem for you, if that was poffibfe; 
I know the goodnefs, the tender fenfibility of yom* 
heart, too well to doubt your a^orovinc; my refo*' 
lution to give fix moTvVhs Xo xYtttcmoars' ** xre$ 
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angelic friend, and the fad tafk of endeavouring 
to foften the forrows of her parents. Her dying 
voice adjured me not to leave them to their def- 
pair : I will not forget the fad tafk her friendfliip 
impofed. 

The agony of Lady Belmont's grief begins to , 
give place to a forrow more reafonable, though, 
perhaps, not lefs exquifite. The violence of her 
emotions abate ; (he ftill weeps, but her air is 
more calm ; flie raifes her eyes to Heaven, but 
it is with a look of patient refignation, which^ 
whilft it melts my foul to behold, gives me. hopes 
fhe will not fink under her affliSions ; Lord Bel- 
mont ftruggles with his own grief, left it fhould 
encreafe hers ; he attempts to comfort her ; he 
begs her, with an irrefolute air, to confider the 
hand from whence the ftroke proceeded ; unable 
to go on, his voice trembles ; his bofom fwells 
with unutterable anguifti ; he rifes ; he leaves the 
room ; the tears trickle down his reverend cheeks. 

Thefe, Bellville, thefe are the fcenes I have 
perpetually before my eyes. 

Colonel Mandeville indulges his forrow alone-; 
fhut up continually in his apartment, a prey to' 
filent diftrefs, he feems to fly from all humart 
converfe : if entreated, he joins our fad party a 
moment, he -enters with a deje&ed air, his eyes t . 
are bent earneftly to the ground; he fits moti- 
onlefs, inattentive, abforbed ip refle&ion on his 
own mifery; then ftarting up exclaims, " All 
elfe Irould have borne," wA tt(\^ \» t^Wa 
himkltvp to his defpair. 
Ms 
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I am now convinced Emily Howard deferved 
that preference Lady Julia gave her over me in 
her heart, of which I once fo unjuftly complain- 
ed : I lament, I regret, but am enough myfeif to 
reafon, to refleft ; Emily Howard can only weep. 

Far from being confoled for the lofs of her 
lovely friend, by the profpefit of inheriting Lord 
Belmont's fortune, to which after Colonel Man- 
deville flie is intitled, (he feems incapable of 
tafting any good in life without her; every idea 
of happinefs her gentle mind could form included 
Lady Julia's friendfliip ; with her (he wifhed to 
fpend all her days; (he was all to, her tender 
Emily ; without her (he finds the world a defert. 

She is changed beyond conception by her grief, 
a grief which has not a moment's intermiflion : 
the almoft dying palenefs of her cheeks is a wit- 
nefs of the excefs of her ^ffliQion ; yet this very 
palenefs has a thoufand charms ; her diftrefs has 
fomething in it unfpeakably lovely ; adorned by 
fcrrow, (he puts me in mind of what Young 
defcribes woman in general : 
'■ ■ ■ " So properly the objeQ: of affliQion, 
" That Heaven is pleafed to make diftrefs become 
" And dreffes her moft amiably in tears." [her, 
Tuefday Evening, 
n Bellville, I have been walking in a little wii- 
^ernefs of flowering fhrubs once peculiarly; happy; 
in Lady Julia's favour ; there is a rofe which I fawo 
planted by her hand ; it ftill flouriflies in yoqthftiL 
Hoonn, whttft (he, tVve laMt& tawec ^w*scS}|js|,> 
formed, lies crowed by \kfc cto&>^tA^ wKk^ 
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What farce has the imagination over the fen- 
fes ! How different is the whole face of nature in 
my eyes! The oncer fmiling fcene has a melan- 
choly gloom, which ftrikes a damp through rfiy 
iamoft foul : I look in vain for thofe vivid beau-> 
ties which once charmed me ; all beauty died 
with Lady Julia. > 

In this fpot, where we have fo often walked 
together, I give way to all the voluptuoufnefs of 
fopfow ; I recall thofe happy $Jays which are ne- 
ver to return; a thoufand tender ideas rufti on 
my memory; I recoiled thofe dear moments of 
confidence and friendftiip engraved for ever on 
my heart ; I (till hear the fweet accents of that 
voice, ftill behold that matchlefs form; I fee 
her every mortient before me, in all the playful- 
nefs of youth and innocence ; I fee her parents* 
gazing oh her as (he pafles, with that lively 
tranfport a parent only can know. 

It was here her rifing blufhes firft: difcovered 
to me the fecret of her heart: it was here the 
lovelieft of mankind firft implored me to favour* 
his pa (Ron for my fweet friend. 

Pleafed with the tender forrbw which poflef- 
fed all my foul, I determined to indulge it to the 
utmoft; and revolving in my imagination the 
happy hours of chearful friendfliip, to which that 
fmiling fcene hadbee» witnefs, prolonged my walk 
till evening had, almoft unperceived, fpread its 
gloomy horrors round^ ' till the varied tints of the 
flowers were loft in the deepetiuv£fo*&**^^&^ 
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* Awaking at once from the reverie in whicH I 
had been plunged, I found myfelf at a diftance 
from the houfe, juft entering the little wood fa 
loved by my charming friend : the every moment 
encreafing darknefs* gave an awful gloom to the 
trees; I flopped, I looked. round, not a human 
form was in fight; I liftened and heard not a 
found but the trembling of fome poplars in the 
wood ; I called, but the echo of my own voice 
was the only anfwer J received ; a dreary filence 
reigned around, a terror I never felt be/ore feixed 
me, my, heart panted, with timid apprehenfion; I 
breathed fliort, I flatted at every leaf that mov- 
ed ; my limbs were covered with a cold dew ; I 
fancied I faw a thoufand airy forms flit around 
me,, I feemed to hear the ihrieks of the dead and 
dying;, there is no describing* my horrors. 

At the moment when- my fears had almoft de- 
prived me of fenfe, I faw Colonel Mandeville 
approach ; I concealed from him the terrors of 
my foul, left they ihould add to theforrow which 
confurned him : he addfeffed me in a faultering 
voice, condu&ed me to the houfe almoft without 
fpeaking, and leading me imp the faloon-— Oh 
Bellville! How (hall I defcribe what I felt on 
entering the room ? 

.. Is not death of itfelf fufficiently dreadful, that. 
we. thus clothe it in additional terror?, by, the* . 
fyqrrid apparatus with which we fuffer it to: fete* 
attended ? The room, was, hung.with black, ligfet-^ 
ed up to (hew the afffc&vtv^ c&^^ 
and in the midft, in \W\i tofows v^>a\»^&* 
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bodies of the haplefs lovers : on * couch near s 
them, fupported by Emily Howard, the wretch- 
ed mother wringing her hands in all the agony of J 
defpai*. Lord Belmont (landing by the bodies, 
looking at them alternately, weeping over his 
child, and railing his defponding eyes to Heaven, 
befeeching the God of mercy to relieve him from 
this load of mifery, and to put a fpeedy period to 
that life which was now robbed of all its happinefs. 

I approached Lady Julia's coffin, I gazed ea- 
gerly on her angel countenance, ferene as that 
of a deeping infant; I kiffed her lifelefs lips, 
which flill wore the fmile of innocence and peace. 
Bellville, may my lafl end be like hers! May I 
meet her in the regions of immortality ! Never 
{hall I forget her gentle virtues, or the delight I 
found in her friendship. 

She was wrapped in a loofe robe of white fat- 
tin : her head covered with a veil of gauze : the * 
village maids who laid her in the coffin, had 
adorned her with the frefhefl flowers ; they flood 
at an awful diflance, weeping her hard fate and 
their own : they have entreated to Watch around 
her this night, and to bear her to-morrow to 
the grave. 

I had flood fome time looking on the dear re- 
mains of Lady Julia, when Colonel Mandeville) 
took my hand, and leading me to the coffin in 
which his fon's were depofited : " Lady Anne, 
faid he, you have forgot your once fav<ttiwi 
friend, your once gay, oivce\o\^ \\fc\vj^&*^- 
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'Seville. Behold all that death has left of the 
darling of a fond parent's heart ! The graces of 
that form are loft, thofe lips have ceafed to utter 
the generous fentiments of the nobleft heart which 
ever beat ; but never will his varied perfections 
be blotted from the mind of his father." 

I approached the mod lovely of men ; the tra- 
ces of forrow were vifible on his countenance ; 
he died in the moment when he heard the hap- 
pinefs which had been vainly intended for him. 
My tears dreamed afrefh when I beheld him, 
. when I remembered the fweet hours we had paffed 
together, the gay fcenes which hope had painted 
to our hearts.; I wept over the friend I had fo 
loved, I preffed his cold hand to my lips. 

Bellville ! I am, now accuftomed to horrors* 

We have prevailed on the wretched parents to 
retire : Emily Howard and I, have entreated to 
watch our angel friends till midnight, and then 
leave them to the village maids, to whom Lady 
Julia's weeping attendants infift on being joined. 

I dread the rifing of to-morrow's fun ; he was 
meant to light us to happinefs. 

Tburfday morning, - 

Bellville ! this morning is come ! this morn- 
ing once fo ardently expe&ed : who {hall ever 
dare to fay, to-morrow I will be happy ? r 

At dawn of day we returned to the falcon, we 
bid a laft adieu to the loved remains; my Lor<T 
and Colonel MandwSk YkA W.u tafoc* usV' 
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they were going to dofe the coffins, when Lady- 
Belmont burft wildly into the room ; (he called 
eagerly for her Julia, for the idol of her agonizing 
foul : " Let me once more behold my child, let 
me once more kifs thofe icy lips : O Julia I this 
day firft gave thee birth, this day fond hope fet 
down for thy bridals, this day we refign thee to 
the grave !" 

Overcome by the excefs of her forrow, (he 
fainted into the arms of her woman ; we took 
that opportnnity to convey her from this fcene of 
terrors : her fenfes are not yet returned. 
Tburfday Evening. 

What a day have I paffed ! may the idea of it 
be ever blotted from my mind ! 
Nine o clock. 

The fad proceffion begins ; the whole village, 
attend in tears; they prefs to perform the laft 
melancholy duties ; her fervants crowd eagerly 
round ; they weep, they beat their bofoms, they 
call on their angelic miftreis, they kifs the pall 
that covers her breathlefs form. Borne by the 
youngeft of the village maids — O Bellvillel ne- 
ver more (hall I behold her ! the lovelieft of her 
fex, the friend on whom my heart doated — One 
grave receives the haplefs lovers 

They move on- far other proceffions— — but 
who (hall refift the hand of Heaven ! 

Emily Howard comes this way ; (he has left 
4 the wretched parents : thexc \» & W^t«S& y&>r* 
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air which chills my Wood, (he will behold her 
friend once more, fhe propofes ft* meet and join 
the proceflion ; I embrace the offer with tranf- 
port— the tranfport of enthufiaftic forrow. 

We have beheld the clofing fcene — BjeDville, 
my lieart is breaking — the pride of the world, 
the lovelieft pair that ever breathed the vital air, 
are now cold and inanimate in the grave. 

To Col. Bellville. 

Sunday Morning. 

I Am juft come from the chapel with Lady Bel- 
mont, who has been pouring out the forrows 
of her foul to her Creator, with a fervour of de- 
votion which a mind like hers alone can feel : 
when fhe approached the feat once filled by Lady 
Julia, the tears dreamed involuntarily down her 
cheeks; fhe wiped them away, fhe raifed 
her eyes to Heaven, and falling on her knees, 
with a look of pious refignation, feemed to fa- 
crifice her grief to her God, or at leaft to fuf- 
pend the expreflion of it in his prefence. 

Next Sunday fhe goes to the parifh church, 
where the angelic pair are interred ; I dread her- 
feeing the vault, yet think fhe cannot too. foon 
vifit every place which muft renew the excefs oi- 
lier affliction ; (he will then, and not till then, 
find, by degrees, the Vrcta&ct. <&Vt\ fo\\fe^ (*«&*$ U 
and give way to tkax ^\^\^^^^^0^^ 
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that tender regret, which, however Grange- 1% 
may appear, is one of the molt charming fenfa-* 
tions of the human heart. 

Whether it be that the mind abhots nothing 
like a ftate of ina&ion, or from whatever caufe I ... 
know not, but grief itfelf is more agreeable to us 
than indifference : nay, if not too exquifite, is 
in the higheft degree delightful ; of which the 
pleafure we take in tragedy, or of talking of our 
dead friends, is a ftriking proof; we wifh not to 
be cured of what we feel on thefe occafions ; the 
tears we fhed are charming, we even indulge in 
them ; Bellville, does not the very word indulge 
Ihew the ferifation to be pleafurable ? 

I have juft now a letter from my niece; fhe 
is in defpair at this dreadful event ; fhe fees the 
amiable, the venerable parents, whofe happinefs 
was the ardent wifli of her foul, and from whom 
(he had received every, proof of efteem and friend- 
fhip, reduced to the extremeft mifery, by the 
hand of him fhe loves : for ever excluded from 
Belmont, for ever to them an object of horror, 
fhe feems to herfelf guilty of their wretchednefs* 
(he feems to have ftruck the fatal blow. 

Since Mr. Mandeville's death fhe has left La- 
dy Mary, whofe tears fhe fancied were redoubled 
at her fight. 

Nor is fhe lefs wretched on Lord Melvin's 
account, fhe is diftra&ed with her terrors for his 
fife, which is however fafe by Mr. Mandeville's 
^generous care, who when expivu^ ^n^. v^&xs*»- n 
ny to his innocence. 
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You will oblige me by begging of Lady Betty 
to take her at prefent under her protection : it 
ill fuits the delicacy of her fex and birth to remain 
in London alone and unconnected : with your 
amiable mother, fhe cannot fail of being happy. 

I had perfuaded Lady Belmont to walk in the 
garden, (he went with me, leaning on my arm, 
when the door being opened, the firft object that 
ftruck her fight was the pavillion, raifed for the 
marriage of her daughter, which none of us had 
thought of having removed. 

She ftarted, (he returned haftily to her apart- 
ment, and throwing herfelf on a couch, gave a 
loofe to all the anguifti of her foul. 

Bellville, every object flie meets will remind 
her of the darling of her heart. 

My Lord and Colonel Mandeville are together, 
they are projecting a tomb for their lovely chil- 
dren : a tomb worthy the ardour of their own pa- 
rental affe&ion : worthy to perpetuate the me- 
mory of their virtues, their love, and their wretch- 
ed fate. How often (hall I vifit this tomb, how 
often ftrow it with the fweeteft flowers ! 
Sunday Afternoon, 

As I paffed this moment through the faloon, I 
went mechanically to the window from whence 
we ufed to contemplate the happy groups of vil- 
lagers. Bellville, how was I ftruck with the 
change ! not one of the late joyous train appear- 
ed; all was a difmal fcene of filent unfocial foil-. 
tude : loft to the idea o? \>\t«fow*% A\\w«^ _^l 
partake the forrows oi tteu ^\te Wfc**V % 
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with Lady Julia all joy has left the once charm* 
ing (hades of Belmont. 

Lord Fondville is gone paft with his bride, in 
all the fplendour of exulting tranfport. Scarce 
can I forbear accufing Heaven; the worthlefs 
live and profper, the virtuous fink untimely to 
the grave. 

My Lord has ordered the pavillion to be re- 
moved ; he will build an obelifk on the fppt 
where it Rood, on the fpot once dedicated to the 
happinefsof his child. 

A ftranger has been to-day at the parifh church, 
enquiring for the grave of Mr. Mandeville ; his 
behaviour witnefled the mod lively farrow : it 
can be no other than Mr. Herbert. I have told 
this to my Lord, who will write and afk him to 
Belmont, that he may mix his tears with ours ; 
whoever loved Mr. Mandeville will be here amoft 
welcome gueft, 

Monday Morning. 
I have perfuaded Lady Belmont to go out for 
an hour with me in my chariot this morning: 
we are to go a private road, where we are fu re 
of feeing a human being. Adieu ! 



~t% 
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To the Earl of Belmont. 

Mount Melvin, JVednefiay. 
My Lord, 

IF my regret for the late dreadful event, an 
event embittered by the circumitances your 
laft letter communicated to me, could receive 
any encreafe, it certainly mult from the gene- 
roks behaviour of Mr. Mandeville, whofe care 
for my unhappy fon, when expiring, is a proof 
his blood was drawn from the fame fource as your 
Lordfhip's. Yes, he was indeed worthy the 
happinefsyou intended him, worthy the honour- 
ed name of Mandeville. 

Relieved by the noble ccnducl of your lamented 
kinfman, from the fears I entertained for my 
fon's life, my forrows for the miferies he hasoc- 
cafioned, is only the more fevere : I feel with 
unutterable anguifh that my antient friend, the 
friend of my earlieft youth, is childefs by the 
crime of him who owes his being to me : the 
blow his hand unwillingly ilruck, has reached 
the heart of the incomparable Lady Julia; I 
think of her angelic perfections, of the untimely 
fate which has robbed the world of its lovelieft 
ornament, and almoft with never to have been 
a father. 

Lady Rochdale and Louifa are in tears by me y 
for ever excluded from Belmont, they look on, 
themfelves as exiles, though at home. The hor- 
rors of mind under vj\ucYv revj to\\*fcwws are un- 
utterable ; he entreat* xo fe* 0>\.\N»*k*^*\ 



". to ;b]btain his 6^ 

f "•• .Willyou* my'fr^iid; ;^ac&. n^^^^ 

Allow us oheinteryje^Nv^yourfelfvi 1 ^ -.Colour 
• : f iM Mandeville ? IJaft \rtb ^Sp^ndtfi^ievetT' :. 

; " repeat the vifit : I cduld; ynSSt (u^ppoftr the £ght of. 
•••'. t^ayy Belmont. I a#j # n#-lva#l, . ••;•••* s' m r * : "' 

; * Your Lftt^ip^VboilJaithfiil, ."V;: ; *i 

«.. • ' . w t .•--• '- ,RaetffcA*.tf.t«|: 

* I * •/'flCfcvinc^terf-B^vifi js jnpre unfortunate . 
> *VL4 than culpable,' it would .be "cruel; to treat '•-' 
]] **S^wci% a criminal : I feel a horror I cannot con- 
~y??' SP^*** the ideat>f /ever receiving. the yifit. your 
" *^.}prdlbjp has prdpofed ; but confciqus ^ ; thjl';^- f 
L ;^-*Jji.flic jbf. indplgmg it, 1 facrifioe.it ; to ouV^ntlent'^ 
i« Ji«idfliip,'' and :<toijy jptflpoite, "hot y<i^;^te: 
• t.?ifu<! I will -fll5^le;>ith the'fieiaaahcfe <tf iT&j^V 
' * j|jpi|fep.to. fe^ At^T^Ts author -of *A{)P%i^%M^i^ 
•t^vjooaas he is publicity eyculpa ; ted # fi;6i^HnV<r|mf?'ij 
*^Tve $< prefent (lands charged with i ;£S^MatKJ& ;J 
, r 7j J^lld«ipuft appear*** his accufen /wefcehed as Hfcr V 
[- '***• $anj thas made jrfe^jfofticfc *^b]fgpsiV(he-4o ' bear v. 
;ff^ # jpjitnefs to- hjs innocence; lady Anft$ JWQI^iQ^ >: ■ 
I 'ff# '/'Wj© 'jv#s pr'efent!at Njtr,' MandeviHe's dying, tie;- •*• 
W* 'Ibfinrationv isrX&Kty to confirm my eyidfence : lbr<L^ 
uT ttelvirf therefore ^haan£#hi|i§ to-£e«cv- T5&^K^ 



indetentinjcne ta.lee,lqrd Melvm. 

•;..-.•• We arc «gfettly ohjfigttf to • lady Rochda 

' t '. 'Jfuiy. Louifa*; *he\mik?&f*whofe vffit theii 

;. m jj*;po\JL&jitefo apd Teofi &I fty will regu late j if i 

^ v^ f we' addition to tirf wretchednefs, that the 

> v **ly of my Friend is To fatally involved in it. 

;"'£?:• Oh, lord Rochdale! you are a father 

r>* can pity us : you can judge the anguifh to ^ 

we riiuft ever be a prey ;: neve^r more flu 

know achearful hour*, oqrloft cjjild will b 

at our hearts: when I remember tfie filial i 

riefs, her arigel virtues, her matchlefs pej 

ons*— the only view we had in life was to f 

happy: that is part, and all is now a drear 

yi before usv time "may blunt the keen edge \ 

row, -and enable uj.to bear the load of li/e 
• • m h ■;: '•:.•*•,• v ■■* : • ' v. ;; , 
. .'Ibatieoce; out nefcer mufl*weho,pe fhe rett 



name, aiifl fecuirclthe happincfsof my child, I 
'have defeated iriJRiwn purpofe, and fatally ddt 
. jroyed both. \* / ' 4 %i ." : ' 

Humbled in. the dud, I conftf&the.-haAd' df 
Heaven : the pride of birth, xjie gfandeu^o^ my/. 
. Iloufe, had too great a fhar»'ih my refolves ! 
f Oh, my friend I but. I confider the hand which 
4irie&ed the blow, and 'ftibmit to tfie will of my 
*". Qpd« Iam,&c. "*' ;\'« .*•■'".'•" , - > 
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To Col Beixville. 



• # Bilmont, Sunday wrntog} 

:: x * ^t %m defired by my Lord to aft you hither, and 

. JL to beg you will bring my niece with you. La- 

i-1 dy Belmont joins in the requeft; her nbblenefs 

•* of fentiment has conquered the relufiance ihe 

,• had e5 fee her ; (he has even promifed to endea- 

•t^vbur toi)ear the fight of Lord Kelvin, but I fear 

iWis is more than is in her power; fhe fainfedj 

^•'VHienthe requeft was -firft made. Lady Mary . 4 

is exDeQed he.re this evening.* . • >/.■••' ' f »"-V 

",*• **Bellville, you are coming to Belmtont, jmcfe* V J{ 
»#Wfce fmiling paradife of friendfhip. . AHrs! *h6\j^ •;'; ;" 
* T \chfnged from that once happy abo&l Where »■'* 
\' m \4Tp thofe blaaielefs pleafures, thaf convivjaj joyj 
|* # *tTOfe^fweet follies, which once gave fuchjbharmi " • 
^iqutfiis.'prace? For ever gone, for ever changed 
Vfcp * gloomy fadpefs, forever buried with Lady v 



. L$djr fieimont.ftruggles nobly, withftier gniCf 
ftie lias confented to fee* her friends^ to fee M 
who.w*ill bear her talk of T her child : a tender 
pielancholy has taken place L of tbofe horror^ 
which it was impd^fyle long, to fugportand live> 
; Colonel Mandcvilte \s to ftay at Betmon^ 
tfcy are to indulge in .all the vcluptuoufhefs of 
forrow; they are £o lit all day and talk of their 
roatchlefs children,, and count the hours till they * 
fellow them to the grave. They have invttdd * 
all who will jelji in tears with theiri * the coa$ < 
is gone to day for Mr. and Mrs. Herbert. ., k 1 

Emily Howard aid I bend our whole though* r . 
to find outmeans to foften their forrows ; I hopr ' 
jnuch from your conycrfatiqn, and r the endearing; 
fenfibility of ^oiir foiil ; . it is not'lpf ,fefiHing,*ttit 
fcy frothing gnef/ that we n^uft^eal theiyound^ jj 
ed heart. * v ". .-"."' ' * *> ^^i 

There is one pleafore to wfrichtbey canwever / 
fce infenfible, the pleafure of relieving themife- 
ries of others ; to divert their attention ffbm tie 
Had obje&s whic f h now engrofs tbem, we muft find* ■ • 
out the retreats o£ wretchednefs ; we mcfeft pqiht ' 
tu^ftrets which if is in their power to alleVtlle. . 
.! Ofy Jtellville ! But in vain does the prKfej^^ 
puman'wfdom feek to explore thiecounfels oftKeWi 
Moft High I Certain of the paternal care ot'M. 
fpreattfr, our pajpt is fubmiffion to his wiB^^^^; 
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